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LATEST MAIL DATES. 








in England, from China, 
Des, 30} Recotved 28th Jan, 











BIRTHS. 

At the Inland Mission House, Wenchow, 
on the 6th March, the wife of J. M. Eusuovr, 
LM. Customs Service, of a son. 

At Tientsin, on the 11th February, the wife 
of A. Kurxz, of a aon. 


MARRIAGE. 

At the Cathedral, Shangbai,on the 14th 
March, by the Rev. Dean Butcher, WruiaM 
Coutms, Pilot in the C.N. Co’s service, to 
Jase Exiza Burcess, of London, 





DEATH. 
on the 11th March, Exvmva, the 
beloved wife of Edmund Cousins, aged 25 
years. 








‘Advertisements, 





ALEXANDER MACPHERSON, 
Deceased. 
JURSUANT to the Act of Parliament 
of the 22nd and 23rd Vic., Cap 35, 
uled “An Act to further amend 
the Law of Property, and to relieve 
Trustees,” Notice is horoby given that all 
creditors and other having any 
claims upon or against the estate of 
AvexanpER Macrsensox, late of H.LLM. 
Customs, China, Eequire, deceased, (who 
died on the 6th day of January, 
1878, and whose Will was proved in the 
Probate. Department of Hor Britannic 
Majesty’s Supreme Court at Shanghai, on 
the 20th day of March, 1878, by me, the 
undersigned, one of the Exeoutors named 
in Uh Wi hereby required to 
the particulars of their debts and 

claims to me, on or before the 20th day of 
April uext, ‘and after that date I will 
proceed to distribute the assots of the said 
deceased among the said persons entitled 
thereto, having regard only to the claims 
of which T shall then have had notice ; 
and J will not be liable for the assets #0 
distributed or avy part thereof, to any 
person of whose claim or demand I shall 
not then have had noti 

Dated at Shanghai, China, this 20th 
day of March, 1878. é 


GEO. J. W. COWIE, 
Solicitor for the Estate of 
ALEXANDER MACPHERSON, 


DAN PATRIDGE, Deceased. 


JURSUANT to the Act of Parliament 

of the 22nd and 23rd Vic., Cap 35, 
intituled ‘An Act to further amend the 
Law of Property, and to relieve Trusteos,”” 
Notice is hereby’ given that all creditors 
and other persous having any claims upon 
or against the Estate of Dan Parnipce, 
late of Shanghai, China, Esquire, deceased 
(who died on the 2nd day of June, 1877, 
and whose Will was proved in the Probate 
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Department of Her Britannic Majesty's 
18th 


Supreme Court at Shangh 
of March, 1878, bym 
of the executors named in 
0 hereby required to send in the 
particulars of their debts and claims to me 









on or before the 20th day of April next, 
and after that date I will proceed to dis- 





tribute the assets of the Aocentod 
among th persons entitled thereto, 
having regard only to the claims of which 








I shall then have had notice; and I will 
not be liable for tho assots 0 distributed 
or any part thereof, to any person of 
whose claim or demand I shall not then 
have had notice. 

Dated at Shanghai, China, this 20th day 
of March, 1878, 


GEO. J. W. COWIE, 


Silicitor for the Estate of Dan Patrice. 
0 BL 








PRICE or rum NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
and 8, 0. & 0. GAZETTB.—Per An- 
num, Tacls 12; Six Months, Tacls 6.50. 
‘Three Months, 3.50—all payable in ad- 
vance. Credit price, Tis. 13.16 per Annum ; 
Subscriptions will be considered as renewed. 
unless notice to the contrary be given before 
the expiry of the current term, 

TERMS FOR ADVERTISING.—Ten Lines 
{space Bourgeois) and under, One Tae; each 

ditional line One Mace. One-half of theae 
charges for repetitions. Contracts may be 
made for 3 months, or longer, payable in 
advance. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS received, and Single Copies 
sold, by Gronox Srnezr, 











30, Cornhill, 
LONDON (£.0.) 

‘Tar publication of the North-China Herald 

‘and Supreme Court & Connular Gazette 


‘commenced at 5.00 .at. 


The Hoyth-Ghina Herald. 


IMPARTIAL, NOT NBUTRAL, 














SHANGHAI, THURSDAY, MAR. 21, 1878. 





Oop correspondent “ Philo-Coreanus” 
has succeeded now for some years in 
sending an interesting letter of Corean 
gossip, about the opening of the new 
year ; and his present budget is even 


more than usually fall. He deale 
chiefly with two subjects, famine and 
the advent of the Japanese, and gives 
us in both cases a very useful insight 
into the manners and government of 
that curiously isolated country. The 
drought which has caused such misery 
in North-China seems to have afflicted 
Corea with nearly equal intensity. 
The same tale is told of people 
trying to fill their stomachs. with 
roots of trees, leaves and herbs, and of 
others dying by the roadside ; the same 
tale of children being sold for food, and 





of disease following on famine to 
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completo the work of misery and 
desolation. But while in Ohina the 
Government has striven according to 
its lights to help the sufferers in their 
misery, the Corean Government is 
accused of utterly neglecting its sub- 
jects. We do not speak of the officials 
at Tong-nai, who monopolised and 
made a fortune by the sale of Japanese 
rice, or of the still more glaring case 
at Kong-ti-you, where another official 
actually annexed a cargo and imprisoned 
tho owners. These cases might probably 
be matched in Chins. They are not 
much worse than the behaviour of the 
Provincial Treasurer in Shanse, who 
enforced the collection of land-tax from 
the starving people in order to secure 
his own squeeze; aud we may be sure 
that the constant injunctions in the 
Peking Gazette to prevent the pecula- 
tions of underlings are not penned 
without a sufficient motive, We refer 
rather to the conduct of the Govern- 
ment itself, which in China certainly 
he made considerable appropriations 
‘aud taken other steps to provide food; 
whereas in Corea, if our correspondent’s 
formation ix trastworthy, the only 
energy shown seems to have been 
in the selfish direction of securing the 
comfort of the Court. “The Govern. 
mont did not trouble itself much about 
the misery of its people, but made 
arraugomeuts to provision the Palace. 
Only ouco was there a distribution of 
rice, whon a few handfuls were given 
away to thoso who presented them- 
selves; and then there was such a 
crowd and disorder thet very mang 
went without, and four applicants were 
crushed to death, The soldiers even 
were denied their ordinary rations, and 
threo died ; but somo thousands of them 
then wont to the Palace demanding food, 
and go, tv avoid a rebellion, half rations 
wore dealt out to them.” 

Wo turn from this painful picture to 
the amusing description given of the 
terror and horror excited among the 
poople and Mandarins by the advent of 
the Japanese Embasy. It reminds us of 
the early tales of the arrival of foreign- 
ers at inland cities in China; and the 
gradual evanescence of popularbostility, 
as the presenco of the strangers be- 
came more familiar, bears out tho 
parallel. In both cases it was inspired 
by the officinl classes, and in neither 
due to instinctive ill-will of the people 
themselves. Dread of punishment has 
hitherto restrained the Corean Man- 
darins from acts of overt hostility to 
their unwelcome visitors, but it is 
doubtful whether the latter will succeed 
in making good a permanent footing 
‘without the measures of actual coercion 

















which events neceésitated in Chin: 
The circumstances are too similar to 
warrant an anticipation that the results 
will be far different. Rumours of 
dissension have indeed got abroad more 
than once of late; and though the 
King seems to appreciate the necessity 
of conciliation, he does not apparently 
possess the strength of character ne- 
cessary to restrain the so-called patriotic 
party, and enfores the new policy which 
events have compelled him toaccopt, In 
the meantime, however, the Japanese 
thomselves are evidently acting with 
much tact and discretion; and they have 
in their nationality a decided advantage 
over Europeans under similar circum. 
stances. One-half of this advantage, 
familiarity of costume, they have for- 
feited in adopting the European dress ; 
but that arising from instinctive appre. 
ciation of their hosta’ character and 
foibles remains, and cannot fail to help 
them materially in dealing with » cog- 
nate people, agitated by feelings similar 
to those which prevailed among the 
Japanese themselves when Lord Elgin 
first porsuaded them to accept foreign 
intercourse. 











Summary of Hews. 





‘Tho English mail of the Ist February 
arrived Sunday, by the P. & O. str. Geelong. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P. & O, str. Khiva. 


REUTEA'S TELEGRAMS, 
(Supplied to the “N.-0, Daily News.") 
Vienna, 12th March. 


‘The Hungarian delegation has agreed to 
tho grant of sixty millions of florins for 


war purposes. 
_— London, 12th March. 

Russian troops are moving towards Con- 
stantinople. 

The Chancellor of the Sry in 
reply to the question asked in the House of 
Commons, said that the Government 
received no information of Russian troops 
fortifying Bulair, they wero still distant 


twelve miles. 
14th March. 

In roply to a question asked in the Houst 
of Commons, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said that negotiations for a 
European Congress continue. 

‘The British Government, before joining 
the Congress, requires all the conditions of 
peace to be submitted. 

England would not be bound by a 
majority of the powers at the Congress, but 
would maintain her own views. 

St. Potersburg, 14th March. 

It is somi-officially stated that Russia 
cannot agree to submit the whole of the 
peace conditions to the European Congress. 

London, 17th March. 

Doubts are now entertained whether the 
European Congress will meet. 

Warlike preparations continue. 

Athens, 17th March. 

The official Athens Journal announces 
that Russia has refused a proposal of 














England that Greece should be admitted 
to the European Congress. 


Eastern question is menacing. 

‘The Russians have occupied the Zedirekoi 
Plateau, commanding the Black Sea 
entrance to the Bosphorus. 

‘Rustians troopsarenearBulairreinforced. 

Russians have arrived close to Bojukdere. 

The British Ironclad squadron has beon 
reinforced and has proceeded to Gallipoli. 

Ratifications of the Treaty of Peace 
between Russia and Turkey have boon 
exchanged. 





‘Vienna, 18th March. 
It is reported that serious negotiations 
are proceeding between the Austro- 
Hungarian Minister for Foreign affairs 
and the British Embassy at Vienna, for an 
alliance between the two powers. 
London, 18th March. 

Twenty-five thousand Russian troops 
have arrived at Tchataldja, 

In reply to a question in the House of 
Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said that the British Government was 
justified under circumstances in 
Tetaining the Fleet at Constantinople. 


The annual goneral meeting of the 
©.0.8.N. Co. was hold Friday. ‘The 
Report states that the earnings of tho 
Company during the your wero fairly 
satisfactory ; that the steamers aro all in an 
efficient state of repair; and that a tariff 
had been arranged with the China Mor- 
chants’ Steam Navigation Company for the 
steamers running on the Foochow line, 
which it is hoped may have a beneficial 
effect. ‘The working account showed @ 
profit of Tis, 73,640.86, which is ap- 
portioned as follows :—Tls, 26,661.44 
to Depreciation ; Dividend at 7 per cont., 
‘Tis. 35,000.00; and Tis, 11,979.42 carried 
forward. Messrs. A. J. How and John 
Wilson wore ro-clected Directors, and Mr. 
F. G. White elected in placo of Mr. 
Kungkeo, who has retired from the Board. 

‘Tho annual meeting of members of No.1 
Company, S.V.C., was held Friday, Tho 
accounts, showing a balance in hand of $140, 
‘wero pansed on the motion of Mir, Anderson, 
seconded by Mr. Cory. The Report spoke 
well of the efficiency of the members as 
marksmen, but deplored their neglect to 
attend drills.—Messrs. Sharp, Moberly 
and Hall were elected (with Captain Sim 
s& officio) to form a Committes for the 
ensuing year.—On the motion of Captain 
Sim, seconded by Mr. Moberly, the Com- 
mittee were instructed to make arrange- 
ments for starting a Practice Cup to be 
shot for at intervals during the year. It 
was announced, too, that the Committee 
would probably be able to offer Recruit 
prizes out of the funds in hand. 

The only subject of interest in the 
Municipal Minutes we publish elsewhere, 
is a correspondence between H.M. Consul 
and the Trustees of the Gonoral Hospital, 
regarding the need for a Lunatic Asylum, 
to which wo ourselves lately referred. ‘Tho 
want is admitted, but is it sufficiently great 
to make such a heavy outlay necessary ? 

At a meeting of the Famine Relief Com- 
mittee held yesterday, it was resolved to 
forward one half of the Fund in hand to 
the Peking Relief Committee, for trans- 
mission to Shansi, The balance is retained 
until something is heard from the Com- 











mittee at Tientsin regarding the disposal 
of previous remittances. As a matter of 
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fact, we believe there is difficulty in send-| 
ing money to Tai-yuen-foo, where Mr. 
Richard is stationed, on account of the 
disturbed and unsafe state of the country. 

‘The Famine Relief Fund has now reached 
‘Tis. 45,769—the amount being swollen by a. 
farther sum of Tis. 4,000 received from 
London, another Tis. 728 from Yokohama, 
and Tis. 3,000 from Hongkong. ‘There are 
‘Tis. 20,000 in the hands of the Treasurer. 

Wo presume something will be made of 
the ex-railway line, eventually. But the 
experiments being made upon it aro, in the 
raeantime, scarcely less trying than those 
to which the plant is being subjected in 
Formosa. Tho local authorities have had 
‘8 quantity of soil placed on the motal bal- 
last, under tho impression apparently that 
they have thereby converted it—not into a 
plonghed field, but into a foreign road. Of 
course it is rather premature to speak of 
their ultimate design, as the workmen aro 
at present simply digging soil from the 
waste ground and piling it up in heaps on 
the line, while many mandarins in full 
costume look approvingly on. As they 
can scarcely be doing this with the idea of 
making the road impassable, we must sur- 
miso that tho idea is to eventually rake it 
smooth, and declare tho result a road. We 
would venture, however, to suggest that 
that is not quite all that is neoded to 
make a road ; and wo do hope that, while 
they are about it, the authorities will go a 
little farther and make good job of the 
. thing, It is so gratifying to see a disposition 
ovincod to make aroad atall, that we are far 
from desiring to carp at what is being done. 
‘We are only anxious that the money and 
tho land should not bo aliko wasted, but 
that what is dono should be well dono, and 
tho road made a good and practicable ono 
and not an impassable slough. 

‘Tho Taotai’s usual proclamation an- 
nouncing tho close of tho game season and 
prohibiting further sales of game, has boon 
posted for soveral days past in the public 
markets; but, notwithstanding, pheasants 
continue to be offered for salo in largo 
numbers, while hares aro also frequently 
to be obtained. Of course the sales take 
place under tho rose, but it seems a pity 
that steps aro not taken to enforce the 
proclamation and seize any game that may 
be found in the shops known to belong to 
gamo-dealers, as well as in others.—In 
addition to unseasonable gamo, there aro 
now to bo seen in the markets multitudes 
of small birds of all descriptions, offered 
for salo as food. Sparrows, it is well 
known, are a choice article of diet 
with many people; but when it is 
found that an indiscriminate slaughter 
goes on daily among the smaller feathered 
tribes generally of this locality, it is time 
to enter a protest, in the hope of instruct- 
ing the erring native that ho is doing that 
which in the course of a very few years, if 
the practice is contined, he will bitterly 
repent, as an increased development of 
insect life in his fields and the consequent 
lessening of his crops will be the sure result. 

‘The Public Garden affords a pretty sight 
just now, a large variety of spring flowers be- 
ing in full bloom, while others whose beauty 

‘belongs to the more advanced seasons are 
coming on rapidly. There are now tobeseen, 
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hyacinths, primulas, cinerariss, geraniums, 
pansies, crocuses, snowdrops and violets, 
&c., in all their glory and richness of varied 
tint and colour ; while the tulips and other 
later flowers show a robustness of leaf that 
augurs well for their approaching display. 
‘The care taken by the Garden Committee 
of this pleasant oasis in the drearyness of 
‘Muddy Flat is worthy of praise from all who 
—and we believe there are few who do not 
—possess a love for flowers. The grotesque 
rock-work, too, which was partially de- 
stroyed by the typhoon last summer, has 
been renewed, the stones being now grouped 
in a peculiarly fantastic manner, fully illus- 
trating the queer taste of the Chinese for 
shadowy monsters—it being possible, with- 
out much mental effort, to perceive the 
“aim distorted outlines” of men and 
animals in many of the rocks. A path runs 
through the grotto, and the scene inside is 
as charming as the outside view. Flowers 
aro plentifully distributed in every available 
nook and corner ; whilo in the more shady 
crevices, the ‘modest English violet,” 
emitting its well-remembered perfume ; the 
gaudy crocus, and that “fairy’s pettico 
tho pure snowdrop, are again to be seen 
blooming in all the luxurianco of a garden 
athome. A rustic framework of branches 
has been erected over the rockery, about 
which the clematis will, in its season, 
throw its climbing tendrils and display 
ita beauty. A path runs round the 
outer border, and outside of this again 
there havo been planted a numbor of now 
shrubs, hedging in without obscuring what 
is really a gem of art in landscape gardon- 
ing.—New beds havo also been made in 
spots formerly devoted to turf alone, but 
thero is still an ample expanse of turf left 
to redeem the garden from the imputation 
of being little more than a nursery. This 
reminds us that thero is yet a word 
to say as to the completeness of the nursery 
itself. Here new beds have been laid out, 
in which are planted thousands of shoots, 
&c., of all descriptions, including no fewer 
than four thousand youthful roso trees ; 
while the interior of the green-house is a 
show in itself, the stands being covered 
with flowers in pots, exhibiting a mass of 
bloom. No doubt some, if notall, of these 
will in due timo also find their way to the 
Public Garden. = - 

‘Tho steamer Nganking, late Soochow, Into 
Japan—now owned, it is said, by some 
Chinese bankers—having been again started 
on the Ningpo line, rates of passage-money 
wore lowered last week to 10 conts. At this 
price the Nganking brought 230 and the 
Hae-an 300 passengers, on the 13th inst. 
But the banking influence was very observ- 
ablo in the treasure freights, the former 
having Tis. 50,000 and the latter only 
Tis. 1,000. Rates have, however, been 
since put back to the normal figure ; though 
under what, if any, arrangement we are not 
informed. 

‘The junk King-Chiang-Ho, sunk in colli- 
sion with the steamer Ningpo, has been 
raised by Messrs. Boyd and Co., and sue- 
cessfully floated to a safe position on the 
mud near their dock. It is said the junk 
is badly injured, but that the steamer must 
also have had a narrow escape from serious 
damage. 














‘Messrs. Siemssen & Co,’s steamer West 
Stanley, which had been for some days 
ashore’on Plover Point, in the Yangtze, 
Was got off at ten o'clock on Sunday 
morning, and proceeding at once down the 
river, anchored at Woosung. She had 
luckily received no damage, and has since 
proceeded on her voyage to Canton. 

Contrary to all expectation, the Peiho 
opened, this year, much earlier instead of 
later than usual ; and the first steamers, so 
fer from having to wait a week outside 
the Bar, found the River clear of ice, and 
that they had been anticipated several days 
by sailing ships! Some particulars of the 
voyage will be found on another page. 

Mr..Robert Hart, Inspector-General of 
Customs, arrived from Tientsin on Satur- 
day morning, by the O.M. steamer Fung- 
shun, en route for the Paris Exhibition. 
He left Shanghai as quickly as possible the 
same day, in the cruiser Kuwasking, for 
Hongkong, in the hope of being able to 
overtake tho French mail, so as to arrive 
in Paris in time for the opening of the 
Exhibition. 

Wo hear private letters from London say 
Sir Thomas Wade will at any rato not leave 
London before Decomber next, We can 
fancy it will take all that timo to come to a 
docision about the Chefoo Convention. 

We hear that Liu, the present Acting 
Taotai of Shanghai, hands over charge to 
his successor on the 24th instant, and goes 
to Poking. Chu, the new incumbent, was 
formerly head of the lekin office hero. 

It is reported that Liu, the present 
Chinese Representative at Berlin, is to be 
recalled, and his place taken by Li Fung- 
pao, a mandarin who accompanied M. 
Giquel to Europe in charge of the Naval 
students, Tho rumour goes that Lin has 
been rather antagonistic to Kwo, and has 
deprecated the former's frank and truth- 
ful reports as too favourable to foreigners. 
‘This has naturally weakened the effect of 
the former's despatches, and if the ramour 
is true we shall bo glad to hail Lin’s recall 
as evidence that his influence is failing. 

We hear that Féng, lately Taotai of 
Shanghai ; Shén, Taotai of Chinkeang ; and 
the late Arsenal Superintendent, are all 
ordered to Poking; and there is much 
speculation among the Chinese as to the 
motive. Nothing reliable, however, seems 
to have transpired. 

‘The rumour that the Marquis Tseng, 
eldest son of the lato Tseng Kwo-fan, 
was to be appointed Minister to France, 
is incorrect. The Chinese Government are 
said to have determined not to appoint 
any more Foreign Ministers at present, 
Instead, Kwoh, the present Minister to 
England, is also to be accredited to France 
and charged with Chinese interests there. 
An extra allowance of Tis. 20,000 will be 
made him for the purpose. ‘This is probably 
in view of the Exhibition, on account of the 
severe criticisms that have lately appeared 
in the foreign Press regarding the absence 
of a real Chinese element in the Chinese 
Exhibition Commission. 

The Governor of Hunan, Wang Wén- 
shao, who was lately summoned to Peking 
for audience, has been placed in office at 











the capital as an acting Vice-President of 
the Board .of War, and has been made a 
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member of the Grand Coun 
bation.” Some ten or twelve years ago, this 
functionary held office as Taotai at Hankow. 
‘He is succeeded in tho governorship of 
‘Hunan by Wei Yung-kwang, now Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Ohehkiang; and the 
‘vacancy caused bythe promotion of this last- 
named official is filled by the nomination 
of Jén Tao-jung, Judicial Commissioner of 
Kiangsi, as his successor. The Judicial 
Commissioner of Kwangtung, Kwoh Ying, 
is transforred to Kiangsi, and Oh’éng Fu, 
appointed » few months ago as Salt 
Comptroller at Canton, is promoted to the 
ensuing vacancy. 

‘Wo aro informed that, in compliance 
with a memorial from the Tsungli Yamén, 
a Civil button of the third rank has been 
conferred on Commissioners of Customs, 
and a Civil button of tho 4th class on 
Acting Commissioners, 

Tho Sinpao learns that the master 
mariner of tho ironclad Sultan, the Princo 
of Russia’s son-in-law, Edinburgh, has left 
his ship on sick leave. 

‘Tuesday's Sinpao had an extraordinary 
tale of a square glass hous, measuring 
240 (Chinexe) feet on each sido, said to have 
been presented some time ago by the Queen 
to the Shanghai Polytechnic! but not sent 
on because of the exponso of freight, for 
which however funds are now likely to be 
forthcoming ! What does it mean? 

‘Tho telograms wo publish above aro the 
most warlike that have been received since 
the announcement of the Russian advanco 
on Constantinople and tho ontry of the 
English flest into tho Sea of Marmora, 
Russia, presumably declining the request 
of England and Austria that she will submit 
tho whole terms of tho treaty of peace to 
the consideration of a European Congress, 
has apparently coerced the Turks into 
signing such a treaty as she chose to 
@ictate. Still her troops are massed in 
force near Bulair, close to Constantinople ; 
and are also hanging over Buyukdero, 
which commands the exit from the Bos- 
phorus into the Black Sea, England replies 
by sending her flest again to Gallipoli, 
which commands the Mediterranean en- 
trance to the Dardanelles ; and negociations 
for an alliance between England and 
Austria are said to be proceeding. 
Whether Russia will provoke _hostil- 
ities by insisting on conditions which 
they will not tolerate, is apparently 
now the question.—The refusal of Russia 
to admit Greece to the proposed Con- 
gress was to be expected. Of course we 
know the sole object of the war was to 
emancipate the Christian subjects of the 
Porte! but Greece is not the Christian 
Power which Russia wants to have succeed 
to the sovereignty of the freed provinces; 
and to admit her representative would be 
to give her a foothold and an opportunity 
for advancing some such claim. 

The telegrams we reprint from the Straits 
Times mention two facts which had not 
before reached us. Both Rutschuk and 
Erzeroum are said to havo fallen into the 
hands of the Russians, 

We have received the January-February 
number of the China Review, which opens 
with a paper entitled “ Bibliography of the 
‘Chinese Imperial Collections of. of Literature,” 





“on pro-| by Mr. Mayers.—An essay on “Imperial 


Confucianism,” the second of Dr. Legge’s 
recent lectures at Oxford, follows.—Mr. 
Stent continues his “Brief sketches from 
the Life of Kung-ming.”—Mr. Playfair 
reviews at considerable length Mr. Mayers’ 
recent publication, “The Chinese Govern- 
ment ; » Manual of Chinese titles, &c.”— 
The “Translations of Chinese School 
Books,” and Mr. Kopsch’s “Geographical 
Notes on the province of Kiangsi,” are 
continued.—Some Notices of New Books 
and Notes and Queries complete the num- 
ber. 

The Calcutta Englishman ssys that Mr. 
Cameron, a member of the Inland China 
‘Mission, arrived at Bhamo on January 26th 
from Yunnan, and came on by steamer to 
‘Mandalay, whence he will shortly proceed 
to Rangoon, He was everywhere civilly 
received in Western China, 

The same paper says tho Panthays, 
who were not long ago forced to take 
refuge in British Burma from the cruelties 
of their Chinese conquerors, have now, 
it appears, found nother country in 
which to makea home. Thisis, a Rangoon 
paper tells us, “ina tract of country on the 
north-east of Upper Burma, which belongs 
neither to Siam nor Burma, and over which 
China has never pretended to have any 
claims, This tract of land is ruled over by 
@ congeriés of Shan and Kachin petty 
chiefs, some of whom at first were inclined 
to oppose the Panthay settlement, but havo 
ceased to make any opposition toit. Theso 
Panthays number nearly 3,000, and are 
divided into two settlements about ten 
miles distant from each other. ‘They have 
intermarried with the women of the 
country, and in time will form a community 
among these savage tribes. ‘Their principal 
occupation is agriculture, though a fow of 
them have taken small quantities of goods 
from Mandalay and established the begin- 
ning of a trade with the surrounding tribes. 
‘These Panthays prefer the rude indepen- 
dence and freedom from taxation which 
they onjoy in their colony in the wilds, to 
immigration to either Upper or British 
Burma. 

Pexrxe letters complain bitterly of the 
delay in arrival of mails during the 
winter. Our Newchwang friends are, 
therefore, not alone in their misory. 
Possibly the severity of the season, and 
some degree of disorganisation through 
the dearth prevailing in the Northern prov- 
inces, may help to furnish the necessary 
explanation; although it is noteworthy 
that the said severity seems to have been 
confined chiefly to this and more southerly 
latitudes, while the winter has not been 
of more than average coldnessin the North. 

We print on another page a diary 
kept by Mr. Timothy Richard, dar- 
ing a recent tour through the central 
and southern portions of Saanst. Readers 
will sympathise with his exclamation 
that he “wished he could return with 
his eyes closed and ears stopped.” The 
suffering he depicts equals, if it does 
not exceed, the worst tales that have yet 
reached us. 

Our correspondent in Suaxtoxe sends 
us a specimen of food got from a little 
girl on the street. “It is,” he writes, 


“the husk of kauliang, boiled, and eaten 
as you see. Wheat straw and dry stalke 
of a kind of reed, or ‘cheat,’ aro cut up 
fine, then ground as wheat, and this flour, 
if such it can be called, is mixed ‘with 
chaff, and then boiled and eaten. This 
evening,” he adds, “I saw a boy with a 
basket full of the outside husk of the onion, 
which is dry when the onion is ripe for 
pulling, ‘This, and last yoar’s olm-tree 
leaves, sells for 25 cash a catty. You can 
judge of the distress.” 

Our correspondent “Philo-Coreanus” 
sends us another of the interesting: letters 
regarding Consan affairs, which havo now 
for some years, overy Spring, been published 
fa our columns. 

Wo print below a critique on a recant 
performanco by the Haxkow Amateur 
Dramatic Corps, which seems to have been 
‘8 complete success. The pioces aclected 
were the well-known farce “B. B.," and 
the two-act drama “ Mfeg's Diversion, 

In consequence of the opposition of the 
Nganking, which was placed on the Ningpo 
amd Shanghai line a few days since, in 
opposition to the China Merchants’ Co., 
freights had been reduced fifty por cont, 
and Chinese passengers wore carried for 
twenty cents, and provided with tea and 
rice. Now, the old charges have been 
resumed. On tho arrival of the O.M.S.N. 
Co.'s steamer at Nuvoro Tuesday morm- 
ing, there was considerable excitement 
amongst the Chineso passengers, most of 
whom had taken their passages under 
tho impression that the reduced system of 
fares was still in force, and strenuously 
objected to pay the fare of ono dollar, 
which was demanded from them. The 
vessel, instead of coming alongside the 
wharf, as is customary, anchored in tho 
middle of the stream, and none of the 
recalcitrant passengors were allowed to land 
until the matter had been referred to the 
agent of the Company, who, wo under- 
stand, found it discreet not to insist upon 
payment of the higher fare, 

Late Hoxaxoxe papers report that the 
Chineso gunboat Anlan, during a recent 
cruise, destroyed thirty piratical junks in 
the Gulf of Tonquin, and captured and 
destroyed a fortified village, ono of the 
pirate strongholds.—The American schooner 

Gocran has had to put back through stress 
of weather.—Tho British bark Alphington 
has gone to Canton to be broken up, 
—The O.M.S.N. Co, have removed their 
office from Bonham Strand to the Praya 
West. They have taken one of those very 








neat-looking Chinese buildings, now fast 


approaching completion, west of the Har- 
dour Master's office.—A large quantity of 
opium was discovered on board the 2.8. 
‘Yesso, during her last trip, concealed in the 
officers’ berths, It had been placed there 
by the servants and was discovered by tho 
officers of the vessel as the steamer was 
entering Foochow. Captain Ashton was 
the first to discover opium, having found a 
tin in the ice-chest on deck, the boys 
doubtless thinking that no one would look 
into such an exposed place for smuggled 
goods. The servants wore all, with the 
exception of the second steward who made 
good his escape, brought to Hongkong, 





and have since been discharged from the 
employ. 
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Gditoyial Selections. 








PROFOSED HONGKONG MINT. 


We have always expressed very great 
regret at the closure of the Hongkong 
mint, and we hail with corresponding 
satisfaction the project for its re-estab- 
-lishment. It was started originally 
when tho finances of the Colony were 
Jess flourishing than they now are, and 
the Government of the day lost heart 
at the prospeot of having to incur for 
® considerable period the expense of 
£12,000 per annum in working the 
institution, We have always thought 
the apprehension was ill-founded, and 
that the mint would soon have come to 
pay its own expenses. Major Kinder 
deolared that it could live on the coin- 
age of twenty-cent, ten-cent, and five- 
cont pieces; and seeing the dor/and 
which exists for these small coins, and 
the profit which they yield, few will 
doubt his assertion. We repeat, there- 
fore, that we havo slways regarded 
the abandonment of the mint as the 
one great mistake of Sir Richard 
MacDonnell’s otherwis dminisira- 
tion, and as an excellent opportunity 
lost of introducing a British ooinage 
which would by this time have gone 
far to supplant the complicated currency 
that now bewilders us. The constant 
complaints which are made, however, 
of squeezes by shroffs on small coins 
in the North, and of squeezes by Ohi- 
nose generally on broken coins in the 
South, prove that the opportunity has 
been delayed rather than the occasion 
ost, The currency question has been 
constantly under discussion in the 
Colony during the last fifteen years, 
and tho craving for a reliable standard 
to have become more intense, 
since the temporary reign of the 
mint gave @ taste of peace and order. 
Tho relapse into chaos has been the 
more painful since the taste of heaven. 
Scheme after scheme has been sug. 
the American Trade dollar was 
; the Japanese yen was 
to be legalised; broken money was to 
be de-legalised ; a British dollar was to 
be coined expressly for circulation in 
Hongkong and the Straits. Bat all 
these devices have failed, and the 
Chamber of Commerce now advises the 
re-establishment of the mint, which was 
to prematarely abandoned ten years 
ago. The last of these schemes, that 
of a British dollar to be coined at the 
Imperial mint, seemed the most hopeful 
and had the cordial support of both 
Colonies ; but Mr. Ryrie, during his re- 
cent stay.in England, acquired informa 
tion which Ied him to abandon it as 
hopeless. Ho consulted Major Kinder, 
who was Master of the Hongkong mint 
daring its brief period of existence, 
aud ascertained through him that there 
‘wea no chance of getting the required 
dollar coined in England. “Major 
Kinder was aware of what was going 
on in Hongkong, that the people there 
were very anxious to have ® proper 

















currency; and he was also aware of 
the request made to the Government to 
have a British dollar coined. He was 
then making inquiries, and did make 
inquiries, in London at the Royal mint, 
and the opinion he gave, based on 
information obtained there and in other 
quarters, was that there was no chanca 
of getting @ British dollar coined in 
England, that the plant and appliances 
at the Royal mint were not suitable 
for it, and moreover that the Royal 
mint had as much as it could do to 
coin the currency of England.” 

The Chamber of Commerce resolved, 
then, with these facts before them, to 
advooate the re-establishment of a mint 
in the Colony; and so far from being 
surprised at their action, we are rather 
surprised they have not taken the step 
before. We all know that, although 
the Chinese have never succeeded in 
establishing a coinage of their own, 
they quite appreciate the utility of the 
coins introduced by foreigners, on whose 
intrinsic value they have learned to rely. 
‘Whethora Hongkong dollar would even- 
tually displace the reigning Mexican 
on the mainland, may be a very open 
question. It made no progress during 
the short time it was in existence 
before; but it had not a fair chance. 
‘Tho substitution of one coin for another, 
in the estimation of a people 80 con- 
servative as the Chinese, is not to be 
accomplished in a day. But it is quite 
likely that the more constant and 
familiar intercourse between North and 
South arising from the greater develope- 
ment of trade, and greater rapidity 
and frequency of communication, would 
now tend to bring about such a result. 
Putting aside, however, the major 
coin, there can be no doubt as to 
the enormous capacity for absorption 
of the subsidiary ones. The picture 
drawn by Mr. Granville Sharp of 
the small coin famine in Hongkong is 
trae of every port along the coast :— 
“Wo all, be said, know the difficulty 
in connection with those coit 
beg and pray for two hundred dollars’ 
worth out of every batch the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank gets. After 
a great deal of trouble, and reference 
to the Governor for approval, I receive 
worth from the 
our, In short 
time it is all paid away. The Chinese 
are delighted to receive it, and I never: 
seo any more of it. Whether it goes 
into buttons or what I do not know. 
If I am correct—the manager of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank knows 
more about it than I do—I think there 
is a depreciation in touch of that 
silver of something like 25 per 
cent. That is an enormous profit, 
and if the Government which now 
receives the advantage of the sub- 
sidiary coi would allow that to 
go to the support of the mint here, we 
have Major Kinder’s assertion, given 
when he was in Hongkong, that the 
mint could live on the coinage of 
twenty-cent, ten-cent, and five-ont 


Pisces, The woek before the mint 
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| go on with the mint. 





was closed by Sir Richard Mace 
Donnell, I went round to the banks, 
and they agreed to take @ million 
dollars at once if Government would 
That would have 
been six months’ work, The Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank said they would 
take three hundred thousand dollars, 
and thought it probable they could take 
half a million. The mint was closed 
in diametrical opposition to the wish 
of the banks and merchants of Hong. 
kong. Therefore its revival will be 
popular and in accordance with the 
wishes of the community at large.” 
Believing this to be a true statement 
of the case, and seoing the unanimous 
vote of the Chamber, we have there- 
fore every hope that the Hongkong 
Government will be induced to repeat 
the experiment, 








FAMINES AND NATIONAL CUSTOMS. 
How difficalt it is for people ordinarily 
accustomed to one line of thought to 
realise & situation wherein different 
springs of action are involved, is con- 
stantly seon in English criticisms of 
Oriental matters. ‘The British people 
can realise, for instance, the facts of an 
Eastern famine, but the peculiar cir 
cumstances which have led up to such 
an infliction is for the most part 
beyond their grasp. It is from such 
causes that much of the unmerited 
obloquy which it is the practice of a 
Jarge class of would-be politicians at 
home to pour ont on the conduct of 
Englishmen in the East, is derived. 
With minds accustomed to work in 
cortain grooves, they lack the energy 
required to move in different lines of 
thought ; and, supposing that men in all 
parts of the world think alike and aot 
on preoisoly similar impulses, they 
attempt from their narrow standpoint 
to lay down laws for the whole of 
homanity, Even in Europe it is 
notorious that radical differences in 
thought exist between diffrent nation. 
alities. It becomes constantly difficult 
to follow the argument of a French 
writer, or to render his preciso mean- 
ing into English. Every German 
translator knows how many phases of 
thought, with familiar German words 
to express thom, cannot be rendered 
even by periphrasis into English. Yet 
the diversity of thonght in Europe is 
unity compared with what one mects 
in ‘Asia, To understand s people 
we bave to acquire familisrity with 
their modes of thought as well as with 
their onter actions. This familiarity 
only comes on us by degrees and 
almost unconsciously, aud is a thing 
difficult or impossible to explain 
to third parties. Hence, we may 
assume the generally more or less 
unsatisfactory reception of explana- 
tions by people to whom the 
method of reasoning is unfamiliar. 
‘We hear constant complaints from im- 
perfectly informed people, of the mise 
condnet of the British Government in 
India, Esch man bas his panacea 
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fdulided on his own restridted know- 
ledge, bit two ‘of these are seldoin 
glike'except in their utter unfitness. to 
tie ‘Giroumstarices of the case. Tako 
Tddian famines for instance. One lays 
them to the door of the Government, 
‘Bedale they do not supply irrigation 
“ works everywhere ; forgetting that 
irrigation works are only of service 
where there is a supply of water to fill 
tliém, Another calls out that ‘the 
Government are squandering the re- 
gources of the country in useless works, 
jhich ‘neither are ‘nor edit be of any 
It seldom strikes such people 
that,'after all, their own countrymen on 
the spot ate equally capable of forming 
& judgment on such matters, and are 
besides better situated for the purpose. 
It miay be tho caso that the presence of 
an English Government in India may 
cause some particular famine to be felt 
more severely, but the reason is not to 
bo sought in misgovérnment cr neglect. 
Indeed, the very perfection of our 
Government may in extreme case lead 
towards such a result. It has in effect 
rémoved one of the great checks on 
‘over population most familiar in Asiatic 
societies. For constant wars and op- 
pression it has introduced peace and 
security; and as an Asiatic has nevor 
been taught'to exercise any prudential 
checks, such as operate in the more set- 
tled countries of Europe, population goes 
on increasing faster than the means of 
aubsistonce, Amongst all Asiatics early 
marriages are a matter of religion, 
and children are needed to carry on 
the family cult, In Europe, on the 
contrary, a man is taught not to marry 
till he has some prospect of supporting 
his ‘offspring. Tho duties of the 
parént towards his childrenare reckoned 
of tho highest account in Europe, 
while in Asin those duties are sunk 
‘or damped before the overpowering 
stress laid on the duty of the child 
towards its parents. The remedy pro- 
posed by most of the sentimental 
school is one which would have a 
tendency to increase rather than reduce 
the liability to such recurring dis- 
asters, If the population, then, is 
in’ excess of the means of subsistence, 
inorease the area of land under caltiva- 
tion, and by this means you ‘will 
increase the account of available food. 
So far the argument is good, but it 
falls down when we remember that 
in a genoration or two the effect will 
be that, however much we increase the 
area of land under food crops, the 
growth of the population will always 
have a tendency to move still further. 
In short, the means adopted as render- 
ing large populations less subject to the 
miseries of famine, would actually 
have the result of aggravating the evil. 
In Europe, where crops are cultivated 
mainly from economic motives, namely 
with the ‘object of gaining profit from 
their sale, there is always a wholesome 
check on this increase, In Asia, on 
the contrary, where the action of Gov- 
érnment has ‘been to repress economic 
cultivation, a population for the most 


















part lives simply on its own producé; 
and when a failura of the requisite 
supply'of rain, or excessive floods, cut 
off or diminish the regular supply, it 
has no resonrces to fall back on, atid 
perishes lamentably. Such is the case 
in India, and such is the case in China. 
Iu the former, the Government has 
succeeded to the faults ‘of its predeces- 
sors, and to a certain limited extent, 
and in peculiar circumstances, its very 
superiority may seem tohave aggravated 
the evil. It may, however, be remem- 
bered that were it not for the security 
of life and property afforded by British 
Goverament in the famine districts, the 
population would many times have bad 
to undergo evils worse than those 
under which it is now labouring. If 
sottled Government lead to a change in 
the rotation of the cultivation of the 
soil as it has done in Europe, we may 
confidently look forward to the dis- 
appearance of famines. As European 
society is at present constituted, famine 
is almost an impossibility, yet failures of 
crops constantly occur; the reason is 
that the condition of the cultivator 
with respect to his land is fandamentally 
different. The markets of the world are 
accessible to bis surplus, and in the same 
way be can supply from other quarters 
a deficiency in his own production. 





THE CHINESE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. 
Tue Chinesohave obtained, as werecently 
saw with some degreo of plausibility as 
to the gonuineness and propriety of 
their claim to tho title, tho oredit of 
being a learned nation. They have 
made the acquirement of knowledge, or 
rather of scholarship which is a very 
different thing from knowledge, the 
passport to rank and office. But we 
think that the Obinese who read the 
writings of the great masters with avy 
actual enjoyment, are not numerous. 
This is em assertion which must be 
made with a certain degree of reserve, 
and with ample allowance for the in- 
completeness of our knowledge of 
China, yet it is apparently trae that a 
love of reading for the sake of reading 
is not so common in this conntry as is 
generally imagined. The Classies lead 
to promotion, and therefore the Classics 
are studied; but that there is in the 
Chinese mind a warm and appreciative 
love of literature for its own sake i 
question which may be regi 
still debateable. The end which the 
European scholar who deserves the 
name bas before him, is the acquirement 
of knowledge and the enlargement of 
the field which lies before bim in the 
department to which be devotes his 
attention through the working hours 
of many working years. The rewards 
that are held out to literature in 
Enrope are so uncertain and precarious 
that there is little chance of a man 
mistaking the means for the end. But 
in Chins, mero book knowledge and 
proficiency in the subjects taken up 
for examination bave the immediate 

















tangible rewards of wealth ‘and rank. 





When the degree is taken, the graduate 
bas no ‘special inducement to open a 
book. He passes at once into the 
cares, engagements, and temptations of 
official life, atid possibly though he is 
bound to speak of the Classics with 
respect in his published documents, he 
cherishes a very natural feeling of dis. 
gust for the writings over which he 
spent so much valuable time and so 
mnch mental activity. The prize is 
secured, the goal is won, and the means 
by which he secured ‘that prize, and 
the avenue through which he had to 
pass to gain that goal, are not regarded 
with any great satisfaction in ‘tho 
retrospect. It is not recorded what 
wore the feelings of the man who was 
told by Lord Palmerston to learn 
Spanish to qualify himself for an 
appointment, and ‘then, at the ex. 
piration of the year of labour, 
heard that somebody else had got 
the appointment, and that his only 
compensation was having acquired the 
power of reading Don Quizote in the 
original. But at all events we may 
believe that, though very much dis- 
appoitited, ho had at least Don Quizot 
in reserve. The Chinaman who is 
told to study tho Classics to got 
place, and faile to get it, has cortainly 
the compensation of having acquired 
the ability to road the Classics; but he 
will in all likelihood go back to them 
in order that he may master their intri- 
cacies with sufficient thoroughness to 
avoid being plucked again; in a word, 
he still toiling at books in order 
to gain @ certain social and official 
position, not because he has a love of 
learning for its own sake. Of course, 
in all countries where the “cram” 
system prevails, th a danger of 
this misteke; but in Ching it is not a 
possibility, it is almost m necessity of 
the peculiar pluco which education 
holds in the country, and is a result of 
of the educa- 
tion itself. literature does not 
here, as in European countries, bring 
forth a perpetual succession of new 
works. The area over which Chines 
thought is permitted to travel 
sternly limited. There is no oppor- 
tunity for many-sided intellectual 
activity. The old models must be 
followed, not only in style but in 
subject matter. ‘This is a most import+ 
ant point to bear in mind. We have 
fortunately, in our own tongue, certain 
models of consummate and peculiar 
excellence as regards literary form, but 
our subjects are varied to an unlimited 
extent, and therefore scholarship is a 
living active thing, not @ means to's 
material and often sordid end. 




































‘MR, KNIGHT'S PROPOSAL TO TEACH CHINESE 
AT HARVARD. 

We are glad to publish Mr. Francis P. 
Knight's correspondence with President 
Eliot of Harvard University, with reference 
to his scheme for introducing instruction in 
the Chinese language into that college. 
The plan of sending competent native 
teachers to Harvard commends itself to us 
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as likely to produce more practical results 
than the establishment of Professorial 
chairs, Dr. Logge’s or Dr. Williams’ 
lectures at Oxford or Yale will no 
doubt be «listened to with interest; but 
will it .not be rather with the interest 
attaching to lectures on Egyptology or 
‘Archeology, than the interest of practical 
study? -Will not they rather interest their 
hearers in the peculiarities of the Chinese 
language, than teach them Chinese? For 
‘our own part, we incline to think Mr. 
Knight's Chines teachers will produce the 
otter Chinese scholars. Of the prospects 
which Mr. Knight holds out to men who 
will take the trouble to learn Chinese, we 
can only say that, though in a measure 
well founded, they appear to us decidedly 
sanguine. ‘There are tho openings he de- 
scribos,cither present or in prospect ; but the 
qualifying statement is necessary that the 
fiold is at present extremely limited, and the 
prospect of its rapid extension not hopeful. 
It is true, Wenseang is reported to have 
‘once said that, “when China did begin to 
progress, she would go too fast for the for- 
eigners who were now urging her.” Well ! 
wo should like to see a beginning. Her 
railway enterprise thus far has consisted in 
tearing up the railway which foreigners 
hhad taken tho trouble to lay down; and 
the Viceroy of Nanking will not allow us 
to make even a mile of carriago road in the 
neighbourhood of the Settlement. Sir 
Rutherford Alcock’s remark of tenyears ago, 
that “of the progress of which so much was 
boing said at home, there was no evidence 
hore ” is still accurate and apposite. There 
is no doubt, however, that a movement does 
exist among the more intelligent Chinese 
officials, in favour of introducing railways 
‘and employing foreign skill on mines. 
The only question is, how long the natural 
inertness of the Chinese character and the 
‘obstructiveness of the conservative party 
will delay the consummation. When the 
‘event does happen, professional men who 
have Icarned Chinese as Mr. Knight 
advises, will be at a marked advantage. 
‘Wo.are not of those who say a know- 
ledge of Chinese is of no use to the 
foreign resident. We hold that a know- 
ledge of the language of the country one 
lives in must always be .an advantage. 
‘Although tho old-time merchant may ask 
of what benefit would a knowledge of 
Chinese have been to him, yet every 
right-thinking man must admit that, in 
the direction China is now pursuing, the 
students who already have elected to take 
up Chinese will find many opportunities 
awaiting them in this country. The 
State Department too, at Washington, 
is, wo are told, having the unfor- 
tunate interpretorial condition of its 
‘Legation and Consulates frequently brought 
to its notice; and not Americans alone 
will hail- the day when those officers 
may recruit: from the intellectual class at 
Harvard. Such positions too, are not only 
exceedingly respectable, but, as times go, 
are fairly remunerative.—Mr. Knight has, 
we understand, already got $10,000 sub- 
scribed to start the class he proposes, and 
has the promise of sufficient aid to create 
and support a permanent chair, in the 
future, 











@utports, 


NEWCHWANG. 
, Writing on the Yeh February, a New. 
chwang correspondent says the 5th 
instant I received your letter of 4th Jan- 
uary, with SI 4 of 10th 
November. These, together with other 
‘old letters, reached me in a cover from 
H.M.’s Legation, Peking, which camo 
Customs’ courier in ten’ days. I wonder 
how they got to Peking. “The steamers 
Yehsin (arriving here on 13th November) ; 
Yungching, 12th ; Chinse, 19th ; and Han- 
kewang, 19th—all came from Tientsin ; and 
if the letters posted in Shanghai on 10th 
November went to Tientsin, they could 
surely have come per Chinse or Handavang, 
which must have’ loft ‘Tientsin on 70h 
November. “Anyhow they must have been 
improperly detained somewhere, because 
Shanghai 





we have dates from to 7th Jan. 


‘The weather lately has been unusually 

mild, so we anticipate a cold March, and do 

not expect any steamers before the 20th. 
27th Feb. 


PEKING. 

An important and by far one of the most 
stringent edicts regarding the cultivation of 
the poppy that this Government has ever 
insued, spears in the Gazette of the 2nd 
month 6th day (March 9th.) Action has 
already, been taken, on, Li Hung-chang’s 
Temorial regarding the stoppage of the dla. 
Sllation of spirits from millet, on account 
of the scarcity of grain. Now the is 
being stacked, forth by the Bresdful 
famine that is raging, chiefly in Shansi. 
In regard to this famine wo hear of the 
most harrowing details. It is calculated 
that already five millions must have suffered 
in the South of Shansi alone. It is worthy 
of note that the largest number of victims 
and the earliest victims to the famine have 
been the opium-smokers. This is what 
might have been expected, not from lack of 
funds but from their debilitated constitu- 
tions and consequent inability to resist the 
enervating effects of long-continued de- 
privation of food as well as the drug. 

‘The edict just now issued speaks of the 
people 8 foolish, coveting, wealth, and 
forgetful of the injury that is being done, 
It is said that Shansi being mountainous, 
there is barely sufficient arable land on 
which to cultivate the cereals for its own 
wants, There can therefore be no super- 
fiuous grain which could be stored up 
against year of drought. How much greater 
must the deficiency be if the poppy be cul- 
tivated? Therefore it is hereby enacted that 
for the future, the cultivation of the noxious 
drug must cease. The Government calls 
upon the heads of clans and of villages to 
exert themselves in putting down the 
growth. ‘The responsibility is to be thrown 
on their shoulders, and if the people refuse 
to listen to them, the officials are to be 
informed and punishment meted out to the 
offenders. If the heads of families and 
‘headmen of villages wink at its cultivation, 
and fail to give information or take action, 
they likewise are to be severely punished. 
IE the local officers show any dereliction of 
duty, they are to lose their posts. This edict 
is issued not only for Shansi but the whole 
of China. 

No one, I think, can doubt the ability of 
the Government to carry out its edicts, and 
especially those relating to opium, inasmuch 
as such s course commends itself to the 
conscience of the people—smokers and 
cultivators as well as the non-opium using 
part of the population. The fear is that 
here it may end, like so many edicts that 

¥8 Bi it on the same subject. It 
will be observed, however, that in this 
edict, there is ‘a new departure” i 

upon the heads of the families and 
Vilages (eu chang and chiu chang). ‘Those 























of us who may be inclined to think 
the Chinese Government is not sincere 
and merely issues these moral edicts for 
the sake of appearance, and with no real 
desire to put them into action, we should 
remember a well-known fable and believe 
that a time may come and that time possi- 
bly the present, when this Government will 
take action. If it be so, all philanthro- 
ists will acknowledge -that the dreadful 
‘ine which has led it forth, has not 


| beon an unmixed evil. Foreigners at the 
alarmed 


capital and at Tientsin used to be 
twice or thrice yearly of intended massacres. 
The ery of wolf so often, made us think 
lightly, almost derisively, of these threat- 
ened massacres, when ono fine morning, the 
21st Juno, 1870, the thing actually occurred. 

‘The opium refuge at the capital is prov- 
ing a great success. 

11th March. 








EASHGAR. 

‘The following details have boon received 
at St. Petersburg from Taskhend, respecting 
the capture of Kashgar :— 

‘When the Chinese General appeared 
within sight of Aksu last September, the 
Doungan inhabitants immediately mani- 
fested a desire to surrender ; and although 
the city was strongly fortified and could 
have resisted the enemy many months, 
a capitulation was at once agreed on. 
Whether the negotiations were carried on 
directly between the people and Tso-taoun- 
tean, or whether, as is more probable, the 
governor of the town took advantage of the 

sire for peace on the part of the inhabit- 
ants to accept the Chinese bribes to give up 
tho fortress, is not, yet, authoritatively 
stated. At any rate the key of Kashgar 
surrendered without striking a blow, and 
immediately after the entry of Tso-toun- 
tgan the ey was given over for plunder 
For several days scones of the most fright 
ful description ensued, and the atrocities 
were only suspended when it became appar- 
ent to the Chinese General that the place, 
which on account of its resources he had 
chosen for his head-quarters, would become 
utterly depopulated if the excesses of his 
soldiers were not arrested. Several thous- 
‘ands of the people fled to the Russian fron- 
tier, where they received assistance from 
the Russian authorities, A few days after, 
the Chinese army, 20,000 strong, set ont for 
Kashgar, accompanied by 15,000 Doungans, 
On its way it was met by a deputation from 
the town of Tourfan, submitting the place 
to the Chinose. At Kotan a similar desiro 
prevailed, but the Chinese General, instead 
of directing his steps towards it, as had 
originally been intended, when he heard a 
rumour that Bek Kuli Bek was there, pro- 
ceeded direct to No opponition 
encountered him on the way, and on his 
arrival the city capitulated without firing a 
shot. Bek Kuli Bek fled, nobody knows 
whither, His wives and family sought 
refuge on Russian territory. Two thousand 
Kashgarians also fled to the frontier where 
they were disarmed by the Russian author- 
ities, Among them were four Turkish 
officers who had been sent by the Sultan 
to dil the fores of Yakoob Bog. Yarkand 
and Kotan are the only two Kashgarian 
towns remaining to be occupied by the vic- 
torious Chinese. The fall of the latter is 
imminent, and the former will not long 
afford a shelter to the Emir, who is sup- 

sed to have fied there with a few of his 
followers. . 





SHANTUNG. 


Pang Chia-tswang Jj 3 HE, 23rd Feb, 

I intended writing you before leaving 
home to engage in Relief work, but my 
last days were so full that not a few things 
I wanted to do had to be put off. This is 
a large village in the prefecture of Ngén- 


Hsien (JQUBD: Teb-Chow (483 }}), 40 1s 
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S. of the latter, and 20 li N:W. of the 
former. By these, you will be able to 
locate me on the map. ; 

Tam here for the purpose of trying to 
make good use of some of the relief money 
at the disposal of the Tientsin Committes. 
‘The amount Ican use will only be limited t 
the sums placed at my disposal. I came wi 
a little over Tis. 200, and must soon send 
for more money. 1 have commenced on 
a small scale, but in such a way that I can 
enlarge to any extent if funds come. I 
desire to carry those I take on through 
the crisis and save their lives, rather than 
take on a large number and carry them 
only half way through. I have’ begun 
aystematic effort in seven villages, selecting, 
by tho aid of one of our most reliable 
preachers and one or two of the leading 
mon of the village, including a local con- 
stablo, a few of the very poorest families. 
limit the numberof families (or persons) 
beforehand, having already got a gen 
idea of the actual destitution, Others can 
easily be added if necessary, and I have 
funds, ‘The rate of aid given is 15 cash for 
adults, and 8 cash to those under 15 years 
old, ‘This cash is given once in ten days, 
toa deputation of two or more persons 
from the village, who distribute it accord 
ing to a list given them, containing the 
names of the beneficiaires and the amount 
of cash due each family. It is known in the 
village who receive aid, and the amount 
given each. Any irregularity can be 
reported to me direct, or to my agent, whom 
I send from timo'to time to investigate. 
‘Thus I have endeavoured to systematize 
and take every precaution to guard against 
error or irregularity. 





‘25th Feb, 
*In the above seven vil Tam giving 
aid to 88 families, 208 adults, and 105 


children =313 persons, at a daily rato of 
8,960 cash ; or ‘Tis. 90 to 100 per month. 
To this number I can ost in- 
definitely, if money comes. 

‘Tho condition of this Teh-Chow district— 
not to speak of others equally bad—is sad 
enough. Not Jess than two-thirds of the 

illnges are from one-third to one-half 
deserted. ‘The poor people have used up 
everything, last of ‘all selling all the 
wood in their mudhouses, doors, windows, 
Yoolimbers, e-, before going out to 
beg. In some cases, a part of the family 
have gone, leaving ‘the rest to try and 
eke out a subsistenco and keep one little 
room for 4 new beginning in the spring 
. when the refugees return, if they ever 

do. ‘This seasoned wood is sold for fuel 
at 3 cash a catty. Green wood is sold 
at 2 cash, I am told that not far from 
three-fifths of the trees have been already 
cut down and sold. In one of my rambles, 
ago, T eame upon a clump of 
or rather what had been a clump 
of 29 willows, of which only 9 were left, 
only 2 of which wore over an inch in 
diameter ; while of those already cut down, 
none were less than 24 inches in diameter, 
and several were over half a foot in 
diameter. 

T have recently heard that orders have 
been received from Peking for the im- 
mediate transportation to Shansi of 80,000 
tan of tribute grain in store in this district, 
while the balance in store, 70,000 tan, is 
to be forwarded to Peking as soon as 
possible. ‘The cost of transportation is so 
great that this means practically starvin; 
two here to save one in Shansi, whi 
may be an economical way ‘of decreasing 
fhe population, but does not strike one 
favorably asa preservative measure. But 
such seems to be tho decree, and the grain 
has already begun to move. 

In addition to what has been said above, 
the “fairs,” held regularly at certain 
villages, indicate but too clearly the poverty 
of the people. Instead of an array of the 
products of the ground and of home manu- 
facture, one sees'little else than articles of 
domestic use, farming and other imple- 
ments, New articles are few indeed, and 











all are offered for a mere trifle, Sellers 
abound, buyers are few. 

Half the 150,000 fan of tribute grain in 
store in this district would, T think, if 
wisely administered, save nearly all the 
people of the district. If it is all sent 
away, it will take the district years to 
recover its 

The distress must increaso for at least 
two months, or through March and April, 
if not through May as well, when the tum 
will come ; but the improvement will be 
very slow at first. The people will still 
have nothing but leaves and roots and 
springing weeds to depend on till the first, 
vegetables can be raised and the wheat is 
harvested. So dry was the ground when 
the fall wheat” was sown, and so little 
and snow have fallen since, that the 
Grill-rows cannot now be traced by the line 
of green ; but examination shows the wheat 
to be alive, and with fair conditions a 
tolerable crop may yet be harvested. For 
“spring wheat,” one wonders whence the 
seed for sowing is to come, and, almost, 
whence the sowers, as well. 

2nd March. 

‘The country is in a very disturbed con- 
dition, The most destitute of the people 
have not the strength to attempt what 
requires much effort. But there are not 
‘a few unprincipled desperate characters, 
who may or may not be hard-pressed, who 
are ready to avail of such an emergency as 
the present to rob the well-to-do, or single 
or belated travellers, or to relieve some 
téai-chu (F=f) of his surplus goods. 
In two villages near by, robberies have 
been committed. Some of the band have 
been taken, but the trouble does not end. 
‘The band here does not appear to exceed 
50 or 60. Several demonstrations have been 
mado against this village, 
wealthy persons residing here. ‘The village 
has a fair mud wall, and, with proper care, 
several times the ‘above number can be 
easily kept at bay. 

‘The best of land can be bought here now 
for 1,000 to 2,000 cash, but there are no 
purchasers. Some of the wealthy would 
Purchase, ‘but they dare not. If thay 

ught one man’s land, there would be a 
“ran” on them as great 8 on a suspicious 
bank, It is a curious state of things, 
hardly appreciable by a foreigner. ‘The ory 
of every poor man in the village, havin, 
land, would be, “Why have you purchas 
his and notmino? ‘Take it at any'price and 
give me money for food. Why will you not 
be just?” and much more in the same strain, 
Such would be the clamour, and danger to 
his property, that he cannot movo ; and so 
the poor man's distress protects his land, if 
ho can manage to live through. 

‘A sprinkle of rain and an inch of snow 
fell on the 23rd ultimo. 

P.S.—Since making the above list, * I've 
changed and added, till now my list stands, 
= villages, 110 families, 233 adults, 94 
children=327 persons. "I hear of ‘the 
starving, dying, dead, on all sides ; but can 
do no more without more funds, 

















soocHow. 


Tho recent rains for four months succes- 
sively have told upon the height of the 
canals. In a recent trip N. of Ta-tsong 
and Quen-san, I found almost the whole 
surface of the country covered with water. 
One day, the wind blowing in gusts too 
violently’ for s house-boat “to navigate,” 
I. took a walk of three miles among the 
fields on a narrow. bank not more than 
six inches above the water, the fields 
covered to the depth of from ‘one to two 
feet. The whole body of water must fall 
two feet to allow cultivation, and where 
there is so little fall and current this is a 
slow process. It becomes quite serious in 





prospect. 
Just outside the Foo-Mén of this city, 
the people’are pumping the water out of the 





fields into the canal ; the latter is 18 inches 
above the water level in the fields. At 
some places the dykes have ‘fallen into 
decay,” so the people, at some considerable 
expense drive down bamboo stakes and 
put matting on each side, and fill in with 
earth. Itis done by the country village 
guild or ‘farmer's grange.” It is neces 
sary in order to save their “beh-dzi” 
(water-nuts.) 

NE. of Ta-tsong, near “Wang-ching,” 
a town quite near the Yang-taze, is a little 
hill ealled Jj] Jy ‘Chuen-shan,” which 
has quite a pretty little natural bridge, its 
arch thirty feet high, but not Guite 0 
‘mnposing as nature's monument in Virginia, 


15th March. 





‘INGPO, 


On Friday evening, tho Sth instant, » 
lecture was delivered by tho Rev. 'R. 
Swallow upon “Local Customs.” Mr. E. B. 
Drew occupied the chair. The lecturer 
introduced his subject with a reference to 
the arbitrary nature of customs in general, 
and their influence upon all classes of 
society, civilised and uncivilised, illus 
trating his remarks with various humorous 
and well-selected anecdotes as a prelude to 
tho more serious business of the evening, 
which was, as has been already stated, @ 
consideration of local customs. "The pro- 
grammo offered by Mr. Swallow was an 
sitractive one, He proposed to trace the 
daily lifo of an ordinary Chinoso from the 
first day of the year to the last, noticin 

the superstitions under which he laboured, 
and the customs arising therefrom. . ‘Thoso 
aro naturally too numerous to admit of 
moro than superficial treatment in a single 
lecture, but it is to be regretted that, Mx. 
Swallow did not run the risk of taxing the 
patience of his hearers to a greater extent 
than he evidently felt himself at liberty to 
do. | Much has been written on the * social 
lifo” of the Chinese, but this particular 
branch of the subject has yot to be 
thoroughly explored and “Mi. Swallow 
may perhaps be encouraged to attempt 
more exhaustive treatment of it at 
a future date, None can be more quali- 
fied to do so than those whose mission 
it is to combat ignorance and superstition 
with the weapons of Christianity and 
common sense. Mr, Swallow dwelt much 
on the causo of Chinese superstition, which 
he appeared to attribute entirely ‘to tho 
idolatrous nature of their religion. This 
seoms a little unfair, Ignorance and super- 
stition are not confined to heathen coun- 
tries, and not ao very long ago wero almost 
as rife in many Christian lands as in China 
itsolf. Christianity no doubt will do much, 
but surely it is to the power of material as 
woll as of moral progross that we must look 
for great results, 











The weekly lecture in connection with 
tho Ningpo Book Olub was delivered on 
Friday evening, the 15th instant, by Mr. 
Edmund Wheatley, under the title of “A. 
dragon with four heads.” Mr. Wheatley is 
so well-known an advocate of the causo of 
temperance, that there was little doubt 
in the minds of the community as to 
the particular nature of the dragon he 
proposed to exorcise, and it was admitted 
by all who had the good fortune to listen 
to him that he did full justice to hia sub- 
ject. His dragon, he explained, was tho 
dragon of drink, whoso four heads ware 

e four principal antagonists against which 
advocates of temperance had to contend, 
viz., appetite, fashion, ignorance, and pre- 
judice. Mr. Wheatley is, on his own ad- 
mission, an enthusiast, and in the opinion 
of somé who did not hold quite such ex- 
treme views as himself, was at times rather 
carried away by his subject, but it must be 
conceded that his arguments were telling, 
and many of them incontestable. 
lecture, which was both interesting and 
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instructive, was enlivened with many witty 
anecdotes, and was delivered with an earn- 
estness and yolubility that engaged the 
attention of his audience throughout. The 
labours of so sincere and earnest an advo- 
cate as Mr. Wheatley deservedly command 
respect, and those who have witnessed the 
results of his efforts cannot fail to be con- 
vinced that total abstinence, if it be not 
suited to all classes, is at any rate, generally 
speaking, productive of great good. 








HONGKONG. 


‘We reprint from the Daily Press some 
details of the wreck of the Forest Belle.— 
A telegram has been received from London 
approving the vote of $10,000 for the special 
fund for the relief of the Famine in North- 
China,—Hendrich Lausen, master of the 
German bark Carl Ritter, committed suicide 
on the 8th instant, by’ shooting himself. 
—The Daily Press says the American 
schooner Coeran has left for Swatow with 
four European divers, to re-commence 

upon the wreck of the Japan.— 
ritish 3-m. schooner Rubicon has 
beon sold at auction for $2,750, Captain 

Timmsen, her present commander, being 

the purchaser.—The Mail is glad fo learn 

that Mr. Boulouze, Acting Consul for 

France at Hongkong, will continue in charge 

of the French Consulate for the present. 

‘Mr, Lemaire, who was to have taken over 

the duties, has been called to Shanghai 

to act for Mr. Godeaux, Consul-General 
at that port, who goes home on leave,— 

Dr. Eitel has been appointed Inspector of 

Schools instead of Mr. Stewart, and Mr. 

Falconer Head Master of the Contral 

School,—Mr. Snowden acts for Sir John 

Smale, and Mr. Russell for Mr. Snowden. 

—The U.S. corvette Monongahela arrived 

on the 12th, from Manila, —The Press says, 

on Saturday afternoon about two hundre 

excursionsts, ehiofly Portuguese, went 
over to Macao in the steamer White Cloud, 
to bo present at the procession of the 

Cross, The first part of this religious 

ceremony took place shortly after the 

Hongkong visitors arrived, and the streets 

were illuminated with blue lights. Ath 

pm. on Sunday, the procession passed 

through the principal stree i 

‘A perfect ovation was gi 

Stewart on the occasion of his departure 

by the French mail steamer for Europe. 

According to the China Mail, no less than 

five steam-launches, bearing large numbers 

of Chinese merchants, present and former 
pupils, and others, had been ehartered for 
the occasion, and were lying in readiness at 

Peddar’s Wharf; and as the launches 

steamed off, shortly after 10 o'clock, amid 

the din of luck-laden crackers, over a 

thousand natives and many Europeans were 

assembled on or near the wharf to say 

“Good-bye” or to see the departure. A 

running fire of crackers was kept up on 

board the launches all the way until the 
French mail steamer was reached, and 
the tiny steamers stood by until the 
big steamer was fairly out of the 
harbour. Round after round of crackers 
wore let off while the Ava steamed off; 
and amid the din thus caused the last 
“‘chin-chins” were said or signalled to the 
man whom the community has been de- 
lighted to honour for the last few days, or 
rather for the past sixteen years. An old 
and respectable Chinese gentleman yas 
heard to say that he had never seen such a 
demonstration in the Colony before.—Sir 
John Smale left by the same steamer, and 
large number of his friends went off to 
bid him farewell, including all the ofticers 
of the Court, most of the gentlemen of 
the long robe, Bishop Burdon, and a num- 
ber of Parsee gentlemen.—Speaking of 

“great” men, the Mail adds that the 

Giant Chang also proceeded by the same 

steamer, en row for the Paris Exhibition, 

for the “show” department. Several 
_ Chinese exhibitors also took passage for 








Paris, to display their wares at the World’ 
Fair to be held at the French Capital.— 
The steamer Flora MacDonald has been 
sold, to be used as. tow boat in the Tientsin 
river. 





canton. 

More than forty rice shops failed last 
year, with liabilities amounting to more 
than $170,000. 

A petition has been sent to the Governor 
General by fishermen, complaining of habi- 
tual squeezing by the Customs cruizers. 
The name of one gunboat is mentioned. 
‘The Governor-General has deputed the 
Salt Commissioner to investigate the mat- 
ter. 

A struggle with Iekin officers took place 


the other day at Chu Hing, distant from | 5y 


Canton about 250 li. It is said that the 
officers at this station are more notorious 
for their squeezing propensities than those 
at other stations. ‘The junks passing here 
are mostly laden with grain, and two or 
three piculs are taken from each. If the 
junk people do not meet the officer's re- 
‘quest, every possible obstruction is placed 
in their way to prevent them passing the 
station. A junk which refused to pay the 
black mail had a struggle with the officers, 
and it is said the matter is to be investi- 
gated.—Daily Press. 
Gth March, 


A curious story is told of tho Viceroy of 
Canton, H.E. Liu Kwen Yih, which, if 
true, indicates a really benevolent disposi- 
tion. The Chinese etiquette of the road is 
that when a mandarin approaches in style 
with his retinue, all persons on the road 
must get out of his way. This holds good 
even with the district Magistrates. On the 
morning of the 6th, the anniversary of the 
birth of the God of Literature, the Viceroy 
went in state to make the ceremonial 
libations. On the way, however, a Man- 
choo woman aged about 30 stopped the 
progress of the Vice-regal procession, and 
persistently refused to more out of the 
way, as she was also going to the Temple 
and’ was Kowc-towing as she went. ‘The 
‘Viceroy was brought to a halt and enquired 
into the matter. The woman related her 
story in a fow words. She was vory poor 
and her mother-in-law was lying very sick 
at home. As she had no money to but 
medicine, she went to the temple to seel 
with all reverence the divine interposition 
on behalf of the sick. Hearing this, the 
Viceroy yielded the right of way to her, 
and on his return to the Yamén he sent the 
poor woman a douceur of ten taels silver. 

‘The present Viceroy, we may add, is, 50 
far as we know, one of the most upright 
mandarins in the Empire, for he not only 
refusesall perquisites, but spends large sums 
of money yearly from his private purse to 
meet the expenditure of his establishment. 
His salary, according to the Government 
regulations, is 24,000 tacls a year, about 
£6,500—the highest income ‘of all the 
roys—but out of it he has to maintain 
his staff and establishment and to give 
entertainments, During the time the Hoppo 
was in mourning, he was acting as Haikwan 
and had his income greatly augmented, but 
he spent all the extra money thus obtained 
in Famine relief, viz., 50,000 taels for 
Kwangtung, 50,000 taels for Shan-si and 
50,000 for Honan. We are told that since 
he has been in Canton, he must have be- 
come poorer by about 50,000 or 60,000 taels. 
This disinterested benevolence and up- 
rightness appears to us to be an apt excej 
tion in proof of the rule which prevails 
over China ; and if the present condition of 
officialdom were only reversed, as it is in 
England, China would soon become a great 
and pt 











us nation. 

Since the Chinese New-Year, there have 
‘been very few fine days in Canton. This 
circumstance alarmed the authorities so 





much that the Prefect of Canton repaired 
in great style, on the 6th instant, to the 





‘Temple of Sing Wong, the Municipal God, * 
to pray for cessation of rain, and Sogolanly 
enough, the weather on the day following 
was fine.—China Mail 





HI0GO. 


Tho News, translating from the Nicki 
Nichi Shimbun, states that on the 26th 
ultimo, a Daijokwan notification was 
issued to the Provincial Governments, an- 
nouncing that as it had been decided to 
open an Assembly of Provincial officials, 
the Governor of each Fu and Ken is to 
report himself at the capital by the 4th of 
April. If the Governor of any Fu or Ken 
cannot himself attend, in consequence of 
the pressure of affairs, the Secretary will 
attend inhisstead. This measure, says the 

Vews, will remove one grievance’ of some 
cal malcontents, and may be of 
great importance, On the first (and only’ 
Occasion of this Assembly meeting it prov 
itself endowed with a very satisfactory 
amount of common sense.—The Kioto 
Fucho has petitioned the Department of 
Foreign Affairs that as a relaxation of the 
rule that foreigners are obliged to have 
pastports when they go outside treaty 

mits, all foreigners in Kobe and Osaka 
shall be allowed to visit the Kioto Exhibi- 
tion without passports for 30 days at the 
beginning and again at the end of the 
Exhibition season. The Department. of 
Foreign Affairs having granted the petition, 
notice has been sent to the Bliogo 
Kencho and Osaka Fucho (?)—It is 
rumoured that about 100 policemen are to 
be sent to guard the Japanese residents 
in Corea. On this subject, the News says 
it shews that the relations between the 
les of the two countries are not so 
as they might be. ‘The necessity 
ich Japan has brought upon herself, or 
which circumstances have forced upon her, 
of playing in her turn the part which 
foreign powers had to play towards her a 
few years ago, is giving her the benefit of 
an experience without which her education 
asa nation would have been incomplete, 
and the results of which will no doubt be a 
modification of the views held by a section 
of the people and their fanatical admirers, 
as to certain passages of her own early 
intercouse with foreigners.—The Osaka 
Nippo says in Saikio the teachers of the 
small schools, who have hitherto dressed in 
either foreign or native style, have been. 
ordered to dress. in the former.—The same 
native paper says that Naoye, a daughter 
of Dr. Seo, living at the North end. of 
Seihokubashi, Yodobori, was a professin, 
Christian, and has just died at the age o 
twenty-one. On the 25th ult. her funeral 
was celebrated according to Christian rites, 
and was attended by some hundreds of 
Japanese, besides some foreigners. 
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YOKOHAMA. 


‘The Gazette says the first fire of any 
magnitude which has ever occurred in Chi- 
nese Town, Yokohama, broke out on the 
evening of the {th instant. The flames 
completely cleared the houses on one lot, 
embracing an area of about 80 yards by 40. 
—Speculators seem to be still ‘sending rice 
from Japan to North-China, the American 
barque 8. R. Bearse having been chartered 
to load with rice at Nagasaki, for Tientsin. 
—A circular has been sent round by the 
Committee of the Kioto Exhibition, an- 
nouncing thet the annual exposition will 
be held this year, as formerly, for 100 
days, from the 15th March to the 22nd 
June inclusive. All foreigners aro in- 
vited to visit and assist. —In Nippon 
Notes, the Gazette translates from the 
native papers ‘that a number of Kago- 
shima men have petitioned the local 
authorities for leave to erect a «plendid 
monument to the memory of the late 
Marshal Saigo. It is intended to be of 
bronze and about eighteen feet high. ‘The 
Kagoshima people generally regard him as 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


2290 


Che RC. Hrad-and S.C. & C. Gasetie. ‘Man. 21,1878. 








agod. On ae Dal of Ss eat month ac- 
cording to the old calendar, the anniversary 
‘of the day on which Saigo raised the 
standard of revolt, multitudes of both sexes 
crowded to his tomb taking flowers and 
incense with them, ‘The police had to be 
present in case of accident.—Nakahara, a 
‘resident in Osaka, has been endeavor to 
manufacture oil from crude camphor. 
He+has built an extensive factory at 
=Pamatsukuri in Osaka. His oil is much 
bottor for purposes of illumination than 
kerosene oil, and the. price of one sho is 
about eighteen sen. 

‘The Herald, ‘remarking on the eause of 
so much paper money being emitted in 
vJapan.at the present time, says it is 
occasioned by the extravagant cost of 
governing the country. Moreover, nearly 
everything bought by the de ts 
is supplied at rates beyond their true 
value, There is no system, as with other 
Governments, of letting works by public 
contract, or of advertising for tenders for 
supplies, and the consequences may be 
imaginéd. The Japanese Government. are 
spending and wasting too much, and the 
people earning too little ; there ‘is an im- 
mense amount of both idleness and impro- 
yidence in the country, and the cost of 
governing it is, by Yeason of the pre- 
"posterous number of officials employed, 
vastly more than it need be. ‘The 
country is encumbered with, and eaten 





up by, superfluous offcials.Ono of the 
“curiosities of industry,” says the Herald, 
is the manufacture of boots by the 


Japanese for sale in the United States, 
—a trade that is of quite recent origin, but 
which has already attained somewhat large 
proportions, no less than 80,000 pairs, it is 
stated, having beon al hhipped from 
Yokohama at a cost, on the spot, of 80 
cents per pair. It is not so very long since 
that ‘the Japanese did not know how to 
make boots after foreign fashion, and then 
there was next to no leather in the country. 
With that degree of imitative skill which is 
so characteristic of the race, they soon. ac- 
quired St. Crispin’s art, and have driven 
foreign boots out of the market,—that is, 
for Japanese use. Strange to say; most of 
the leather used for export boots is im- 
ported from the country to which they are 
sent, so that it twice crosses the Pacific, 





‘ COREA, 


.The Japan Herald says » Swiss gentle- 
man, residing in Yokohama, who has lately 
returned from Corea, has said :— War 
will shortly break out’between Japan and 
Corsa because, since the treaty of com- 
mierco was concluded between the two 
countries, the Japanese have imported a 

uantity of handsome goods, which tempt 
the Coreans and cause them to lose their 
former simplicity and become extravagant. 
‘There is a party which is grieved at this, 
and is of opinion that commerce with 
Japan must at all hazards be put an end 
to; this opinion is gaining daily in strength, 
but the Japanese insist on their treaty 
rights, and war will probably be the 
result.” 

‘The Japan Gazette publishes the follow- 
ing details relating to the state of trade 
in Corea, which have been communicated 
to the Mai Nichi Shinbun by a person 
recently returned from Fusan :— Prices 

enerally are very low. No curiosities 
fave ever ‘been imported from Japan. 
‘The porcelain of the country is very 
fine ; 'brasiers and vesscla are’ made of 
clay. Palm leaf fans are ornamented with 
paintings, in various colours, of human 
figures and landscapes. Cotton stuffs are 
made like that which comes from Mikawa, 
and the silk is like pongee, but is produced 
in small quantities. The cash in circula- 
tion is not round like ours. It is of rod 
iron, about four inches long, and bent like 
the handle of a pot. . Forty cash make one 
sen. There is much trade in cattle among 





the natives. One head of cattle is worth 
from five to six yen. Birds and animals of 
all kinds abound. The rice cup of the 
better classes is very large, and is made of 
brass; that of the common people is of 
earthenware. sat Coreans have a great 
faney for our Suraga paper, tobacco, porce- 
lain, nests of boxes, bronzes, leather trunks, 

old lacquered tea trays, ‘and coarse towel- 
fing. The Tsushima islanders speak the 
Corean language very well, and act as inter- 
preters between ourselves and the native 
dealers. ‘The latter like to barter, and care 
not to pay money for what they buy. As 
whito sugar is not manufactured, we can 
exchange one catty of white against eight 
of brown sugar. The principal food of 
the people is potatoes. Officials are dis- 
tinguished by wearing a dirk about one 
foot in length.” 








Beking Gazettes. 


ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 


Feb, 13th-dth.—{I) A decree giving 
utterance to the Imperial sorrow on receipt 
of intelligence of the decease of Ying Han, 
‘Military Lieutonant-Governor of Urumtsi, 
‘The deceased is eulogized as an officer of 
ability and wisdom, and distinguished by 
conspicuous services. Having risen from 
the rank of District Magistrate and per 
formed signal military exploits in the cam- 


is late Majesty to the office of Governor 
of Nganwhei, in which capacity he rendered 
most efficient support to the State in the 
task of extirpating the last vestiges of the 
rebellion and in restoring order to the 
provines, | Having at a subsequent period 

n dismissed from the public service 
owing toa fault committed as Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang, he was after- 
wards appointed, in consideration of his 
earlier deserts, to the post of Military 
Lieutenant-Governor of Urumtsi, in which 
capacity he evinced great judgment in the 
measures instituted by him. On receipt of 
intelligence of his decease, at a moment 
when the hope was entertained of his long 
continuing to enjoy the Imperial favour, 
profound regret is experienced. He is 
posthumously invested with the title of 
Grand Guardian of the Heir Apparent, 
and other honours are decreed on his 
Dehalf. A donation of Taels 2,000 from 
the Privy Purse, and a present of six 
taels’ weight of ginseng, are bestowed 
upon his mother, who is now upwards 
of seventy years of age. (N.B,—Ying-han 
received the substantive appointment of 
Military Lieutenant-Governor of Urumtsi 
only on the Sth November last. 
about fifty years of age.) 

(2) A Decree. Let Yii She fe bi Get 


present Imperial Controle General at 
‘okonor) become acting Military Lieut- 
enant-Governor of Urumtsi, and ‘let him. 
proceed thither without delay. Until he 
arrives at his post, let Kin Yiin-ch’ang (the 
commandant of the Chinese division) take 
temporary charge of the office. 

@) Bre Censor Téng King-lin_ memo- 
rializes representing that the distribution 
of Government salt in the province of 
Shansi is unduly checked, and that smug- 
sling is rife, and he solicits thatthe ancient 
rule of management by offic cy be 
restored in respect of this article Owing 
to the drought with which the province of 
Shansi has been afflicted, the levy of the 
Jand tax has been wholly remitted by the 
Imperial and the sole remaining 
resource of the provincial exchequer to any 
considerable extent is the revenue derived 
from the salt gabelle. The system pursued 
in the various districts of the province is 
not, however, uniformly the same. In 
some, consumption is active,—in others it 





He was 








Jabours under disadvantages, such as the 
prevalence of smuggling, which, in certain 


against the Nien-fei, he was advanced | 22nd 
by his 


parts, obstructs the demand for the duty- 
paid ‘article; and in. other cases the fact 
that salt upon, which no duty.has been paid 


is ‘as an accompaniment to the con- 
signments conveyed under’ licenses, in 
quantities s0 excessive as to interfere with 
the demand for duty-paid salt. The evils 
of the presentsystem are in a great measure 
due to the unprincipled conduct of the 
icensed salt traders. ‘The rule is'that to 
each yin of 30,000 catties a proportion of 

us (non-dutiable) salt to the amount 
of catties is allowed to be carried, 
under the head of waste-allowance ; but by 
trickery on the part of the salt traders they 
manage to increase this amount to 7,000 or 
8,000 catties, thus reducing to a very detri- 
mental extent the area of demand for the 
duty-paid article. Whilst the interests of 
the Government are made to suffer in this 
wise, the people, on the other hand, arc 
exposed to injury by fraudulent practices 
of another description, he selling sie 
per catty is 35 copper cash, of the regular 
currency ; but the scales ‘used in the aalt 
trade make 14 taels (instead of sixteen) go 
to the catty, or even, of late, no more than 
12 taels, whilst, by the admixturo of earth 
and the damping to which the salt is sub- 
jected, the real quantity obtained is not 
tnore than 6 or 7 ale per catty, In order 
to guard sgainst these multiplied abuses, 
the Censor would propose that the sale ef 
salt be replaced under tho management of 
official agencies.—Referred for delibora- 
fion and report by rescript in Gazette of 


january. 
Feb. 14th-15th.—(1) A decree cashioring 
several district Magistrates and assistant 
Magistrates in Nganhet on impeachment 
by the Governor, Yii Luh. 

(2) A decree’ to the same effect with 
roference to district officials in the province 
of Honan, on impeachment by the acting 
Governor, ‘Li Hoh-nien, 

(8) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chibi, memorialzes teporting th destruc: 
tion by fire on the 6th January of a. relief 
shed at Tientsin, with the consequent de- 
struction of a great number of the inma 
Since, 1871, he observes, the suffering 
caused alternately by floods and drought 
in the province of Chihli, year after year, 
has caused great numbers of the afflicted 
population to flock to Tientsin, as a central 
point, in search of the means of subsistence, 
and during the present season the num 
of refugees thus collected at the port is not 
far from 60,000 souls. ‘Twelve relief-centres 
have been established on their behalf by 
the local authorities, and as the number of 
temples available as lodging places is i 
sufficient, sheds have been built upon pieces 
of waste ground, in which straw has been 
littered down for the accommodation of the 















refugees. ‘The local authorities, viz., the 
Salt roller and the Customs’ and 
Territorial Taotais, have now made report 


that, owing to want of precaution, a fire 
broke out at 9 a.m, on the 6th January, in 
the N.W. angle of the women’s shed out- 
side the East gate; and although the Salt 
Comptroller and the Customs’ Taotai 
hurried at once to the spot, accompanied 
by the local civil and military functionaries 
and the fire brigade, the inflammable 
materials of the shed burnt with such 
rapidity, the weather being extremely 

and the wind high at the time, that the build. 
ing was in a blaze in a moment. A great 
number of the inmates, both children and 
grown-up persons, were rescued, but not 
a few perished, notwithstanding, in conse- 
quence of the conflagration. An accurate 
return of the numbers could not, in the 
hurry of the moment, be sent in. "On re- 
ceipt of this report the memorialist, who 
was shocked beyond expression by the re- 
ceipt of intelligence of the disaster, pro- 
ceeds to observe that in the severely cold 
weather now prevailing it is quite probable 
that a fire may have been lighted for the 
sake of warmth by the poor people in the 








shed, and have escaped observation on the 
part of the persons in charge, but that 
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negligence of the superintendents, notwit 
standing his own repeated warnings, is 

excusable ; and he solicits the dismissal 
in perpetuity from the public service of the 
two civilian functionaries ‘directly responsi- 
ble. The higher authorities, and himself 
also, are answerable, likewise, for the short- 
comings of their subrdinates, and he re- 
quests that the names of all’ may be sub- 
mitted to the Board for the adjudication of 
a penalty.—For rescript, assenting to these 
ropositions, see Gazette of Jan. 20th. (It 
is understood that upwards of 2,000 women 
and children perished on the ‘occasion in 
question.) . 

(4) Li Hung-chang, in a postscript 
memorial, draws attention to the heary 
consumption of foodstuffs which is entailed 
by the distillation of spirits, carried on, as 
this industry is, to a large"extent in the 
province of Chihli: Taking the entire 
province together, he points out, there are 
about 1,000 distillers, consuming a daily 
total of upwards of 20,000 piculs of kao- 
Tiang millet or say 60 t0 70,000 piculs per 
mensem. ‘Taking one person’s daily con- 
sumption ‘as food at 1 (about one 
pint) per head, it follows that in the process 
of distillation between two and three million 
of individuals’ daily food is taken away. 
‘The grain locally produced or imported from 
a distance is bought up by the distilleries, 
‘an artificial scarcity and dearth being thus 
occasioned, whilst the advantage accruing 
to the State, in the levy of little more than 
me Tis, 30,000 by way of excise, is after 
all not great. Precedent is in favour of 
the stoppage of distillation as a famine- 
relief measure, and a decree has lately been 
issued, indeed, prohibiting the continuance 
of the industry in Shansi. The memorialist 
recommends that, with the exception of 
Jeh-ho and Ch’éng-tsh Hien, where the 
harvest has been abundant, distilling b 
suspended throughout the whole of Chihli 
from the beginning of the New-Year, until 
the time when the return of an abundant 
hatvest shall permit its resumption. 
{Qefered for deuberaton by reseript dated 

2nd January.) ie 

(6) ‘The Censor Hu Ping.ché presents a 
memorial to the same effect with the fore- 


ing. 
e frab. 16th-17th.—(1) A deeree sanction- 
ing the commencement of repairs at the Mu 
‘Tung Ling (Mausoleum of the Empress of 
‘Tao Kwang), on application by the Com- 
missioners in charge. 

(2) A decree, in answer to a memorial 
from the high authorities of the province 
of Kwangtung, commanding that a tablet 
be prepared and forwarded to the memo- 
rialists, in recognition of the deserts of the 
deity worshipped in Tien Kung temple at 
Fo Kang in that province, his interposition 
in response to prayers in time of flood 
having been most efficacious. 

(8) The Censor Chang Tao-yiian memo- 
rializes calling attention to the suffering 
entailed upon prisoners who are kept in 
durance, according to law, pending’ the 
apprehension of principals in the cases in 
which they are involved, the law requiring 
that accéssories to a crime be kept impri- 





























soned until the principal can be arraign 
at the same time with them and sentences 
be pronounced according to the share 
respectively assigned to each criminal. 
The memorialist points out the likelihood 
of all prisoners declaring themselves to be 
accessories rather than principals in an 
offence committed, and of their falsely 
accusing other persons as the really guilty 
parties ; whilst the consequences of the 
system now pursued are seen in the pro- 
tracted imprisonment of suspected in- 
dividuals avaiting trial, with all its attend- 
ant evils, The prisons necessarily become 
overcrowded, and justice is liable to be 
either perverted or cheated of its due. To 
this overcrowding of the prisons may, 
he thinks, be attributed the frequency 
with which escapes have been effected of 
late ‘years, He would suggest a modifica- 
tion ‘of the:law, to be effected by the issue 





of commands directing the. Board of 
Punishments to draw up regulations, to be 
circulated to all the provincial governments, 
fixing a limit of say one or two years aa the 
maximum of preliminary imprisonment, in 
the case of accessories. If, at the expiry of 
the time prescribed, the déclared principals 
in a case of crime should not have been 
apprehended, the prisoners in the case in 
question should be arraigned and sentenced 
according to the provisions applicable to 
the offence. At any future time, in the 
event of the parties remaining at 

being at length apprehended, the sentences 
pronounced upon them to be aggravated by 
one degree, whether as principals or as 
accessories. —Rescript referring the 

sals for consideration by the of 

nishments, already published. 

(4) In a posteript memorial, the same 
Censor draws attention to the abuses which 
are being perpetrated in connection with 
the sale of certificates of rank and office at 
present being conducted in aid of the funds 
required for famine relief. Thé provincial 
authorities, he represents, are in the habit 
of placing the blank certificates which aro 
issued to them, in the hands of their 
subordinates for sale, on’ the ground that 
it would be no easy matter otherwise to 
find, contributors and. the subordinate 
o » alleging similar excuses, im 
the certificates’ compulsorily “upon "the 
village communities. Where’ no indi- 
vidual sufficiently wealthy to purchase on 
his own account is forthcoming, an entire 
village is perhaps laid under contributions, 
and the most influential man of the local 
ity is the person whose name in 
the document. Embezzlement and falsi- 
fication of the returns are also not unknown 
among the malpractices prevailing. ‘The 
Censor urges that stringent measures be 
taken to put a stop to these i ities, 
—Borroscript see Gazette of January 28th, 

(6) The Censor She T’ai_ memorializes 
drawingattention toasouree of unproductive 
expenditure in connection with the Imperial 
manufactories, which he requosts may be 
obviated by reverting to the anicient system. 
Of late years, he observes, manifestations 
have repeatedly been made of the Imperial 
bounty in the bestowal of patents of rank 
upon the progenitors of functionaries of 
the pa service, a form of distincti 
which is not lightly to be obtained. On 
making application, however, for the scrolls 
upon which the patents are inscribed, the 
matorial of which these are composed is 
in general found to be of the most inferior 
description, coarse and loosely woven, and 
made up with a minimum of silk, the 
greater portion being merely “solidified 


dye” KB} BARY. The difference in 








quality, as compared with the scrolls here- | 3 


tofore issued, is most notable. On making 
enquiry, it has been found that, under the 
system heretofore prevailing, the silks 
used for the manufacture of patent scrolls 
and for consumption as sacrificial offerings 
were fabricated at Nanking, under the 
direction of an officer appointed by ‘the 
Board of Works. A special department, 


ed | called the Shén Pih T'ang or Sacrificial-Nilk 


factory, was maintained, the weavers in 
which were employed from father to son, 
in consequenco of which dishonest work- 
manship and peculation of material were 
undreamt of. After the rebellion broke 
out, however, the silk manufactory was 
moved in the first instance to Soochow and 
Ch’angchow, and at a later period, owing to 
the dispersion of the artizans employed in 
this industry, the work was temporarily 
placed in the hands of the Hangchow 
establishment. At this place, the manu- 
facture appears to be effected by contract, 
with unsatisfactory results, whilst ‘at the 
same time, at Nanking, the old Sacrificial 
Silk Factory has been restored, so far 
as the buildings and working staff are 
concerned, but with nothing todo, The 
Censor requests that, in order to check mal: 
useless expenditure of publi 


practices and ‘public 





money, and to improve the quality of tho 
materials furnished, the manufacture be 
placed once more’ under’ the Nanking 
establishment.—Referred by rescript, al- 
ready published, for consideration. 

(6) Wang Kiapih, Givil Governor and 
ex-officio Literary Examiner. of the prov- 
ince of Féng-tien, memorializes stating 
that in the course of perusal of tho 
examination essays handed in by candidates 
in that province, he has repeatedly found 
characters having the same “primitive” 
with that (viz, YES or forming 
art of the personal name of his late 

jesty (the Emperor Muh Tsung. or 
‘Trung-che), altered by the writers in ‘con- 
formity with the rule applying to the 
tabooed character itself. ‘Thus for tun 32 


the form 4 is written, ‘and so forth. 


Such an extension of the principle of 
respect for the Imperial name is, however, 
uncalled for by any regulation, and the 
memorialist remembers having seen a 
similar practice found fault with by 
decree during thé late reign. He solicits 
that general instructions may be issued, 
laying down a rule on this subject. 
rescript seo Gazette of Jan, 18th. 


Public Meetings. 




















THE CHINA COAST 8, X. COMPANY. 

‘The annual general meeting of the Share- 
holders in the abore Company was held 
Friday, present, Mr. J. Bell-Irving, 
in the’ chair; Mr. A. J. How, Director? 
Messrs, E, Gipperich, J. Jacque, L, Moro 
W. H. Tapp, A. Thorburn, E, Ward, and 
F..G. White, 

‘The Cuarmaax, in commencing the busi- 
ness, said the meeting was duly constituted, 
there being more than 3,000 shares 

resented, He had much pleasure in placing 
fore the Shareholders a more favourable 
report and statement of accounts than last 
year. The position of the Company was 
how a very sound one, and he was glad to 
say the prospects of the present year were 








encouraging. He trusted they would 
confirm’ the Directors’ recommendation 
of a 7% dividend ; but before passing the 


accounts, he would be happy to answer 
any questions. 
Rerort. 
The Directors have now to submit to the 
Shareholders state it of the Company’ 
accounts for the tw months end 



















‘A tariff bas boon 
‘Merchants’ Steam 
amers running 

is hoped may 







After crediting the Reserve Fund and Un- 
derwriting Account with interest, the Work- 
ing Account shows a profit of ‘Tis. 73, 
and the Directors, in terms of the resolutions 
passed at the special general meeting held on 
the Slst December last, recommend that this 
amount be apportioned as follows -— 














‘Write off 5 percent, to Steamer Pro-  Taels, 
perty, Account .. 26,561.44 
Dividend 7 per cent. 35,000.00 
And carry forward to 
and iying up expen 11,979.42 


Daring the year the Co ‘which bad 
proved Heteclttoo-emell fer ‘he ‘Compan 

has been sold at a fair price 

and to replace her anew steamer is now being 

built of larger size; and more suitable for the 

present requirements of the Tientsin tra 


‘The Directors retire, but are eli 
















re-election. 


Prorr anp Loss Account. 
‘To Balance of Interest Account to date 
to date 


‘» Balance of Charges Account 
‘Directors’ and Auditors’ Fees... 


wy Balance 
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By Net Gain on Working of Steamers for one 
‘year to dat 


10 nn 
» Gain on Exchange “Account « 





of which had resulted very badly for the 
yurchaser, who had had to pay a considera- 
le amount of money, and consequently 
had not been able to reduce his debt very 


——| much of late. 


‘Batace Suzer, 1877. 
Laaprurrres, 


“Agenta at Ontports 
Bundry “Debtors (inclu 
‘money of Steamers Dragon and Con- 





Shanghai Tis, 685,167.85 


‘Mr, Warre said by the last report, he 
saw that the amount standing at steamer 
property account was Ts, 602,000. "At the 
Jaat meeting Tls, 41,000 had ‘been written 
off, which would reduce the value to 
Tis. 561,000. He should imagine that 
since then the whole amount that had been 
removed from steamer property account 
had been by the sale of the Conquest ; 
and as the present amount was set down 
at Tis. 518,000, it would show that the 
Conquest was valued at Tis. 43,000 

. How said that was 0. 

‘The Cuaray said tho first cost of the 
Conquest was Tis. 50,000; and she was sold 
for 862,000, which amount was put to 
stzamuee property account, 

_Mr. Warre said that was, then, the only 
difference between the last year’s value of tho 
steamers and the present one. 

‘Tho Cuarnaan replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Wanre next said that under the head 
of sundry debtors in the former report, the 
amount stood at Tis. 21,000. He imagined 
it now included the amount for which the 
Conquest was sold? 

-. How said the item now included the 
amounts due to the Company on the sale of 
both-the Dragon and the Conquest. 

Ware asked if no further payment 
had been made on account of the Dragon? 

‘The Cnarnaay said the Dragon now stood 
at about Tis, 14,000. 

Mr. Wurre—And the Conquest at her 
sale prico? 

‘The Cuaremax—Yes; less Tis. 5,000 
paid on account, 

Mr. Ware next asked as to the item 
“freights outstanding.” He supposed a 
considerable amount of the sum stated had 
been since collected ? 

The Cuaraan replied that neazly the 
whole of Inst year’s freights had  beon 
collected. ‘The amount mentioned in the 
report was chiefly for freight earned late 
in the year. 

‘Mr. ‘Tarp asked whethor the steamers 
were fully insured, and also whether the 
Company underwrote for itself ? 

‘The Cuarmtan replied that the steamers 
were fully insured, and that the Company 
did underwrite itself, to the amount of 
‘Tis. 35,000 per steamer, with the exception 
of the Foochow boat, the amount on which 
was Tis. 25,000. 

‘Mr. Tarp supposed the premin on these 
amounts were debited in the working 
account? 

‘Mr. How—Yes. 

Mr. Tare thought he understood the 
Chairman to say in answer to Mr. White 
that the amount still due on the Dragon 
was Tis, 14,000. Was there any mortgage 
given by the purchaser for the amount of 
the purchase-money, or was it simply a 
debt due by him? 

The Cuamrax replied thatthe purchaser 
paid 6% upon his unpaid balance, repayi 
The amount due ashe was able} but uns 
fortunately the Dragon had got into col- 
lision with the Frolic, and during last year 
had also got on sand bank outside, both 














Br. Tare thought the Chairman did not | largest di 


nite follow his meaning. Was the or 
esecaedt eS eat 
‘Mr. How said the Dragon was still under 


| the control of the Company, and was pro- 
3 | pry a 


cured to them. 

‘The Cuarmaax—We hold the insurance 
policy. 

‘Mr. Tarr—What will be the cost of the 
now steamer? 

The Cuamwax—The now steamer will 
cost £34,000. 

‘Mr. Trorvors—Is the new steamer to 
be larger than the Sin Nanzing? 

‘The Caarnatax—She will not draw more 
water, but will have a greater carryin 
capeciy than the Sin Nensing. She will 
be fitted with all the latest improvements 
of the last two vessels of the China Mer- 
chants’ Company. 

Mr. Ware asked if the Conquest was to 
bbe paid for within a stipulated time, or was 
the purchase-money to be allowed to run 
on like that of the Dragon? 

"The Cuarmstay replied that the Conquest 
was to be paid for by instalments, at fixed 
periods. . 

‘Mr. Jacques said might he ask if £34,000, 
the cost of the new steamer, was her whole 
cost when laid down in Shanghai? 

‘The Onarnxan replied that that was the 
cost of her building. ‘The Company would 
bring her out themselves. £34,000 was 
the amount of Messrs. Denny's contract. 

‘Mr. Jacques asked if the Chairman meant 
that that was what she would stand at in 
the Company's books ? 

The Cuamaax said no; but of course 
she would earn freight coming out. 

‘Mr. Wants asked how were the payments 
to be made for the now steamer? 

‘The Cuarmaax replied half in cash and 
the remainder in debentures, bearing in 
terest at 5 per cent. 

Mr. Jacques asked if when the steamer 
was handed over to the Company, was she 
to be paid for then ? 

‘The Cuarmuan replied that it was at the 
option of the Company whether half tho 
purchase money was to be met in deben- 
tures or not. 

Mr. Tarr asked in case the purchaser of 
the Dragon did not pay for her, or if the 
vessel was lost, or should he not be able 
to pay the costs of the late action, would 
the Company have a prior claim upon her; 
or was tere any other mortgage or any 
other claim upon the ship? 

‘The Cuarmatax replied that there was no 
other mortgage or ariy other claim against 
the Dragon, s0 far as he was aware. 

‘Mr. Jacques wished to ask why the Share- 
holders would not receive a higher dividend 
than 7 per cent.? It seemed to him that, 
looking at the position of the Company, 
and that they had earned in one year 8 per 
cent, (when they got no dividend at all) 
and in another 14 per cent., a larger 
dividend should be declared. “He under- 
stood the desirability of building up a good 
reserve fund, but he did not see why they 
should look’to the future altogether. In 
face of the large balance of Tis. 73,540.86, 
he thought the Shareholders should receive 
a higher return than 7 per cent. 

Mr. How said he was glad that Mr. 
Jacques had raised the question, which 
had also occurred to him. Since the balance 
had been ascertained and the dividend of 7 
percent. declared, the Shareholders might 
feel that a larger dividend should be paid 
to them. The Directors had, however, after 
due consideration, thought 5Y, was not more 
than enough to carry to reserve; and he 
@fr. How) thought there would be no 
question that 5 per cent. written off for 
depreciation was certainly not more than 
enough to meet that linbility. That 
would leave a balance to be carried over 
of Tis. 12,000. The year begun with a 





large expenditure on account of the fleet. 

The vessels were laid up from January to 

March, and expenses were still going on. 

‘Under those circumstances, Shareholders 

would see that the Directors had paid the 
end they could 

‘Mr. Jacques asked if the expenses of the 
steamers laying up were this year heavier 
than usual ? 

‘Mr. How replied that they amounted to 
‘about the same every year. The amount 
‘was from Tls. 4,000 to Tls. 5,000 per steamer. 

Mr. Tavursvrn said it was possible the 
Directors would be able this year to declare 
‘an ad interim dividend, provided the 
steamers earned what they were expected 
to. 

Mr. How said the balance was carried 
forward, and would be always available, 

‘There being no other questions asked, 

The Cxaratax moved— 

‘That the Report and Accounts for the year 
ended the 3lst December, 1877, as presented, 
be accepted and passed ; and that the recom: 
mendations therein contained be agreed to. 

‘Mr. How seconded, and the motion was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. Waxp next moved— 

That Mr. A. J, How and Mr. John Wilson 
be re-elected Directors, and that Mr. F. G. 
White be elected @ Director in the place of 
Mr. Kungkee, who retiree, 

Mr, Jacques seconded, and tho motion 
was passed nem. con. 

‘Mr. Warre begged to propose— 

‘That Mr. C. Rivington and Mr. E. Gip- 
perich be re-elected auditors for the current 
year. 

‘Mr. Tarr seconded, and the motion was 
carried unopposed. : 

The Cuarmaan said this concluded the 
business of the general annual meeting, 
and it would now be made an extraordinary 
general meeting for the purpoue of alterin 

iy resolution of Shareholders, Clause 8 
of the Company's Deed of Settlement, by 
the addition of a proviso to the following 
effect — 

“Provided always that the Directors 
have power to declare and pay anad 
dividend for the firet months of each yt 
their opinion the affairs of the Company 
should warrant it.” 

‘Mr. How said the alterat.on had been 
proposed by Mr. White, soonded by Dir 

yp, and agreed to unanimously at 
the special meeting held on the Sist 
December last, and it now simply remained 
for the present meeting to confirm it. 
Thirty days’ notion was required before it 
could become legal, but that period had 
Tong since passed 

the CHaraax then asked if it was tho 
pleasure of the meeting to confirm tho 
altered clause? 

The meeting, by a show of hands, con- 

the alteration unanimously. 

‘The Cuarnaan said it only remained for 
him to express a hope that the Shareholders 
would bo able to avail themsclves of the 
altered clause at the end of June next. 

Mr. ‘Tarr proposed, and Mr. Wurre 
seconded, a cordial vote of thanks to the 
Chairman for presiding. 

The Cnareaax briefly acknowledge 
compliment, and the meeting terminated. 
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MUNICIPAL COUNOIL, 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 1th March, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a.m. 

Present—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), J. 
Bell-Irving, G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. Hiibbe, 
E. H. Lavers, E.G. Low, A. McLeod, 
J. F. Seaman, and the 3 also the 
following members of the New Council 
Messrs. R. H. Artindale, R. Mackenzie, 
J. H. Wisner, and G. Withers. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, sigued, and passed for 
publication. 
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Cash Statement for week ending 9th inst. 
is submitted for inspection, and cheques 
for sundry accounts are signed. 

Slaughter House for Dogs.—Read Roport 
from Superintendent of Police stating that 
no slaughter house for dogs exists in the 
Settlement, so far as the Police know. 

Accommodation for —_Innatics.—Read 
following correspondence from Secretary of 
General Hospital :— 

Shang 
R. F. Tuornors, Esq., 
Secretary, Municipal Council, 

Sin,—I am desired by the Trustees of the 
Shanghai General Hospital to send you a 
copy (enclosed) of a letter addressed to them 
by Mr. Davenport, H.B.M. Officiating Con- 
aul, regarding the establishment of a ward 
for’ the reception of lunatic patients to be 
attached to the General Hospital. 

‘The'Trustees, while quite acknowledging the 
necessity of such a ward, do not seo their way 
to living it made an adjunct of the General 
Hospital. ‘They have not the funds available 





9th March, 1878. 














for the erection of such a ward, which could 
nor 





not by any possibility pay its expen 
do they think it advisable to have lunatic 
yatients in proximity to those generally 

juenting the Hospital, the effect of such 
ig likely to cause great annoyance and 
even bad consequences to many suffering from 
fever or other depressing diseases, 

They, therefore, desire to bring to the 
notice of the Municipal Council Mr. Daven- 
port's letter as lying more within their 
province than that of the Hospital, 


(Signed) A. Taursors, 
Secretary, Shanghai General Hospital, 


British Consulate, 
Shanghai, 25th February, 1878. 

S1n,—I beg to place the following facts 
fore you, and to that they may receive 
your careful consideration. 

‘During the past year, I bs 

at trouble and ‘in 
fikewise focorred considerable expense, in 
consequence of my having been obliged to 
take charge of avumber of lunatic British 
subjects, who have either fallen ill at this 
port, or have been sent hither in a diseased 
state from other ports and even from Japan, 

The only place there is at my disposal for 
the reception of these unfortunate persons is 

3 hlapesty's jail, which is, of course, very 
ill adapted for such a purpose, owing to a 
want of suitable accommodation and also of 
proper attendance and nursing. 

Indeed, this latter duty Nes ol ines 
hell fallen ou the prisoners confined in 
who though actuated by the best intentions, 
naturally, totally unlit for such employ: 
ment. 

Again, the very fact of confinement in a jail 
in the company of criminals is hardly a 
position in which to place men who have com 
mitted no intentional wrong, and is moreover 
likely to weigh heavily on’ their minds in 
cases where the power of consciousness re- 
maine or returns, and must undoubtedly 
militate against any chances of recovery. 

‘Thave much pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the fact that Dr. Johnston, surgeon to the 
jail, has very kindly given every care and 
attention in his power to these distressing 
ceases, but I do not think it 
him to continue such arduous 
the peculiar circumstances, involv 
do, an unusual degree of respon: 
‘expenditure of valuable time, 


















































the proportion of ii 
coming on my hands is steadily increasing, 
and it being neither just to th soners to 
confine them with such terror 
panions nor humane to the invs 
that they should receive no better treatment 
than that to be obtained in Her Majesty's 
jail, it is my duty to suggest to you as a 
measure of common humanity that an insane 





ward should be immediately added to the 
‘Hospital, in order that patients suffering from 
and 


insanity’ may receive the same kin 
skilled treatment that they would 
obtained in the civilised countries of Christ- 








endom, : 
(Signed) AnrnuR Davenrort, 
HM.’s Offciating Consul. 
Consideration deferred. 








Ratepayers’ Meeting.—The business to the 
brought forward at Ratepayers’ Meeting is 
considered. 


Amusements. 





‘THE HANKOW A.D.C. 

The Hankow A.D.C. gave its second 
performance this season on the Ist instant, 
the pieces chosen being ““B. B.,” a farce in 
one act, and “Meg's Diversion,” a drama 
in two acts. Both plays are so well-known 
that it is quite unnecessary to describe the 
plots, and afew words with regard to the 
acting is all that need be attempted. 

In “B.B.,” the character of Bob Rattles 
was played by Mr. Bunker, a conscientious 
and painstaking actor, who has proved 
himself invaluable to the Corps. ‘The part 
had been carefully studied, and the “get 
up,” as a retired prizefighter, was so good 
that a very mild exercise of the imagination 
was sufficient to call up the phantom shape 
of a “bull pup” behind it. Mr. Benjamin 
Bobbin was well and accurately ropresented, 
and the nervous action of the character 
under “maniacal” influences, admirably 
simulated by Mr. T. Totaler, a gentleman 
who, curiously enough, can hardly be said 
Yo bo afficted with navousness in private 
life. Joe, the waiter, was played by Mr. 
William Kidd, who can certainly congra- 
tulste himself on the knowledge that he 
need never starve for want of employment. 
All other trades may fail him, but he will 
not have to seok long for an engagement as 
pot-boy. Miss Florence Mad, as Dorothy, 
was good, as she always is; whilst Mr. 
Scribe as Squire Greenfield, and Miss Yorick 
as Mrs. Puncheon, well earned their meed 
of praise. It is to be regretted, however, 
that Miss Yorick’s height, which is oxtra- 
ordinary for a female, places her at a dis- 
advantage upon the stage. 

“Meg's Diversion” would of course 
under any circumstances have been looked 
forward to as the piece of the evening, but 
on this occasion expectation was the more 

, a8 it was known that several of the 
ladies of the community had kindly con- 
sented toact the female characters. Of these 
there were three, Cornelia and Margaret 
(Meg), the daughters of Farmer Crow, and 
Blrs. ‘Netwell, of the Grange, a widow. 
Cornelia was charmingly rendered by 
Miss Marie Entwistle, who both looked 
and acted the part of the fine young lady 
to perfection. Great praise is especially 
due to her for the provokingly easy manner 
with which she acquitted herself of the 











ir | amount of mute by-play which it fell to 


her lot to improvise ;even though, as was 
just noticeable, her risible faculties were 
not always under complete control. Miss 
Lisa Thistledown’s conception of Margaret 
was very spirited. The lively and. the 
pathetic portions of the character were 
pourtrayed with equal vividness and truth, 
and in fact the réle could not have been 
entrusted to more able hands. Miss 
Virginia Vale, as Mrs. Netwell, was in- 
imitable, and it is surprising that Ashley 
Merlon, her quarry, contrived so long to 
resist the charms of a young widow at once 
so clever and so beautiful. That she was 
the latter, in particular, nobody—once 
favoured with the most cursory glance at 
her—would ever dare to deny, and indeed 
as regards her looks and’ the appro- 
priateness of her costume, she was in- 
dubitably the success of the evening. And 
now for gentlemen. Jasper Pidgeon de- 
volved upon an old and well tried mem- 
ber of the Corps, Mr. Edgar Franklin, and 
very well he acted. The honest carpenter 
is by no means an easy character to play, 
because he is such a whimsical, and at the 
same time natural, mixture of vul 

manners and gentlemanly feeling. Mr. 
E, Franklin, however, was quite equal to 
his task, and his rendering was very sue- 
cessful,” al the vulgarity 









matter of opinion. Captain Sumner’s read- 
ing of Jeremy Crow, Farmer, and Mr. 
Scribe’s of Ashley Morton, Esq., could not 
possibly have been improved upon, and 
few who witnessed their performance will 
easily forget the well sustained (though 
somewhat mixed) country dialect of the 
“angel in top boots,” or the creative 
theories of the “philosopher.” Roland 
Pidgeon was represented by Mr. Huntly, 
who had studied his part carefully and 
went through it most accurately, but there 
was a certain measured regularity (as we 
will call it) in his movements, particularly 
in the love scene with Cornelia, which at 
once brought to our mind Cordutus’ criticism. 
on Sir Puntareolo in “Every man out of , 
his humour ;’—He makes congies to his 
wife in geometrical proportions.” Mx. Bunker 
was cast for Eyicm and did exceedingly 
well, but it must be allowed that it is a 
little hard to expect. the same man to act 
two such opposite characters as a retired 
prizefighter and a lawyer on the same 
night. 

‘The music was, as.usual, directed by Herr 
Von Dudel Sach Pfeiffer, and his name 
alone is sufficient guarantee that it was of 
high class and well executed.” 

the theatre in which’ the performanco 
took place, was the Bijou Theatre, which 
has lately’ been constructed within the 
Hankow Club, The stage is well and 
conveniently arranged, the proscenium 
most tasteful, and the auditorium com- 
fortablo to a degree. |The lights, fires, 
and furniture were all good, and as’ might 
be conjectured there were, at the close, 
vociferous calls for a well-known resident 
of Hankow, to whose fertile brain and ready 
invention, ‘in everything pertaining to 
“the Boards,” the existence of this elegant 
little theatre is due. He richly deserves 
all the praise he has got for it 

With such a felicitous combination of 
good acting, good music, good lights and 
fires, and, last but not least, a large and 
appreciative audience, it is superfluous to 
stato that— 

‘There was a sound of revelry heard that 


night, 
«and bright 
women and 

















me o'er fair 





‘the iampa a 
brave men 





‘Music arose with its voluptuous swell, 





all went merry as a 





RMiscellancons 





COREAN AFFAIRS. : 

Tam glad that this year will not make 
an exception to the annual letter which I 
feel it a pleasurable duty to address 
to you, in regard to a country so little 


known hy Europeans. The loose style of 
my nows is owing to the trouble there is 
always when one has to dovetail the state- 
ments of many persons and frequently 
leave off taking notes. Please, therefore, 
let what is new and original in fact, make 
up for all that is crude and apparently un- 
connected. “Philo-Coreanus ” feels sure of 
your sympathy, judging from the kind way 
You and your readers have accopted his 
previous communications. Like a good 
sermon, porhaps I had better give you a 
few headings. 

The Famine.—This terrible scourge has 
not spared Corea any more than it has 
India and China. Within the memory of 
man, such a fearful visitation has not. been 
inflicted as we have had to contend with 
this year. Rice was exceedingly dear, and 
in many districts could not be got for love 
or money. People tried to satisfy their 
hunger with roots of trees, leaves, herbs— 
anything ‘was better than the dreadful void. 
Everywhere bands of famished, pale and 
disfigured beings were to be met on tho 
roads, eagerly looking for food. Some 


twas slightly overdone. ‘But that is a wearlly dragged themselves along, while 
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others had to give way to fatigue, hunger, 
and sickness, and died on the way. Whole 
families were to be seen dead vf inanition. 
In the capital city, the spectacle was even 
more awful. Miserable creatures daily try- 
ing to procure a little rice, and daily some 
twenty were found dead at the South Big 
Gate. Those who appeared better to do 
did not get off scot free, and many persons 
were to be met, apparently in good circum- 
stances, with eadaverous faces, erying for a 
handful of rice. A large number of children, 
whose parents had succumbed, were 
wandering about, till worn out with fatigue 
and want of sustenance, they (poor little 
animals) quietly laid down on the road 
and slept, to wake in God's presence. 
The Government did not trouble itselé 
much about the misery of its people, but 
made arrangements to provision the Palace. 
Only once was there a distribution, when a 
few handfuls of rice were given away to 
those who presonted themselves, and then 
there was such a crowd and disorder that 
‘very many went without, and four applicants 
were crushed to death.” The soldiers even 
were denied their ordinary rations, and 
three diod ; but this could not go on, and 
some thousnd of them went to the Palace 
demanding food ; 40, to avoid a rebellion, 
half rations wore dealt out tothem. Inthe 
southern provinces the distress was greatest, 
and it would be simply impossible to do 
justico to all tho horrible details. 

‘The plague, that sure follower of famine, 
completed the work, and my Corean friends 
compute the loss of population at equal. to 
a province, or 2 of the country. This, 
perhaps, would bo the proportion in the 

jouth, but then the loss was not so great 
inthe North. Can one bolieve the fact that 
there wore traders who took advantage of 
auch a stato of things? Yes! Girls of 12 
to 18 years of age were bought from their 
famished parents for soraps of victuals. 
‘They were to be scen going by threes and 

fours to the city, to be sold as slaves or 
as... . . dunks also were chartered 

with gitls for the North, where the distress 
was on a smaller scale, About 10,000 
young girls were thus traded in, Say’ the 
number is exaggerated ; but anyhow some 
thousands were sold into slavery to escape 
present misery, and pander to the yreed of 
the vilo traffickers in human flesh. 

During tho famine period, rice was 
brought fo Tong-nai, by Japanese ; and, ut 
first, purchases were made by’ the ‘in- 
habitants. Soon, however, the Mandacin’s 
steward or comptroller, sceing a good thing 
could bo made ont of it, prohibited further 
purchases, and took the matter into his ova 

nds ; securing thereby the monopoly and 

‘a small fortune of 90,000 tiaous 

(Ts. 33,000), with which he cleared out. 
Of course all was consumed in the country by 
rich people. Much more rice could easily 
have been placed, and theJapanese offered to 
supply any quantity ; but rather than risk too 
near a councetion with other countries, the 
CoreanGovernmentrefused to accede there- 
to, and pleaded that it was not necessary. 
Tei said that in the summer, when things 
were at their worst, traders arrived at 
Kang-kying-i from Quelpart, with a vessel 
full of rice and one Inden with peas, 
Bought in Japan. The Governor of the 
Province Tchyoung-tehyang, named ‘Tyo 
Pyeing-siki, residing at Kong-ti-you, took 
possession of the two wesel, and after 
mbooing the owners, they were put in 
prison, and the cargoes were confiscated 
to the profit of the Mandarin mentioned. 
‘A distribution to save appearances, was 
made, perliaps one-ten-thousandth part, 
not'more. The unfortunate importers are 
still in prison, and have time to meditate 
‘on tho chances of commerce and the liberty 
thereof in the beautiful kingdom of Corea. 
Lhave not interviewed the principal partes 
interested, and can only add that the story 
is not improbable, although my informant 
tells mo it is not believed in by all his 
friends who live in the locality. If you 
ike, you can give the benefit of the doubt 


























to the accused, who, gentlemen of the 
Jory, is not in your hands. 

The Japanese Embassy.—Undoubtedly, 
the great, the prime news in Corea, that 
which puts all other events in the shade, is 
the arrival there of the second Japanese 
Embassy. How shall I describe all that is 
said about it? How sift the chaff from the 
wheat? My previous information has 
turned out so correct that I am anxious not 
to lose prestige, and certainly I have no 
desire to disseininate a flock of canards. So 
much of what I am told is, according to my 
experience of the people, true enough to 
put before your readers, and I only tell 
you what I hear, after searchingly cross- 
examining my interlocutors, putting them 
on their oath as it were, and thoroughly 
exhausting the subject,’ as a celebrated 
Consul used todo. ‘This gentleman would 
write a letter, stating his case, and then, 
submitting all that could be said in reply, 
would further give his views ; when, having 
summed up the whole, a very decent de- 
spatch would be the result, one great advant- 
age being that, as everything that could be 
said had been touched upon, an answer to 
the despatch became a work of supereroga- 
tion. Revenons d nos moutons. 

Towards the end of 9th moon, a letter 
arrived from Japan, announcing the 
Embassy for the capital of Corea. ‘There- 
upon, great excitement ensued. The news- 
vendors were in commotion, and the 
Japanese question was the topic of the day. 





They must be fought, and kept out of 
the Kingdom.” “They came a year ago,” 
said one, “Why should they return? 


What object can they have?” For a month 
the most extraordinary rumours were in 
theair. Now it was that, as the head of 
the Embassy had died on the way home, 
the others were all coming back. ‘Then it 
was thought they would come vid Kang- 
hoa, or perhaps Tong-nay. One night 
the Governor of the city called up ali his 
suite to receive the Ambassadors. False 
alarm! They were very much on the 
« Qui vive, 

When the Japanese left in 1876, it was 
really thought that they had been well got rid 
of, and for a good long time. ‘The advice of 
another intrusion so soon after, was too 
surprising to be pleasant, for the Mandarin 
in Quolpart was ordered to receive the 
strangers on the way, to treat them 
amicably, and, while ‘replying to their 
wishes, to send them about their business. 
‘To order and to do are very different, ‘and 
no doubt the Mandarin would have had his 
hands full. As it is, one fine day the 
Japanese decided on’ landing near the 
Island of Kang-hoa, and on 19th, 21st and 
22nd of 10th moon there they were again 
entering the capital of Corea, taking up 
their abode in a palace outside the wail at 
a place named Mou-hoa-koan. There were 
eighteon of them, and they did not arrive 
altogether. Some were in chairs, others on 
horseback ; a few had eaps with gold bands, 
and gold-laced clothes, gold finger rings, &c. 
Nearly everyone was “ressed in black suf, 
tight “uniforms. ‘The Chief, named Ha- 
Pangeu Kiri, appeared to be very intelligent. 
‘To explain the astonishment of the Coreans 
at again witnessing such violation of their 
soil is impossible. ‘They were furious, and 
cried out “Death to them.” Gradually they 
became more pacific, for the Government 
itself was sufficiently annoyed, but thought 
prudence the better part of valour, «What 
cannot be cured must be endured.” ‘The 
Japanese were there, and seemed satisfied 
to remain; but their advent had a most 
uncomfortable effect. 

‘At sunset, on closing the city gates, and 
again at midnight when they are opened, 
the custom is to do a little serenading—the 
soldiers or gatekeepers being the per- 
formers. The programme consists of a solo 
or duet by a trumpet or two for 
of an hour, full of music from a 

















ran 
point of view, followed and terminated 
‘with three salvos of the same instrument— 
crescendo, forte, and then decrescendo—with 





‘a kind of dying perspective. This band, 
with its music, is the boast, the glory of 
the Coreans. Alas! its dulcet notes ceased 
on the appearance of the first two Japanese, 
who arrived on the 19th, and who perhaps 
don’t know the loss they are the cause of. I 
have not been able to ascertain any good 
reason for the silence, At least the reasons 
assigned seem hardly serious or credible. 
Some think that the Japanese might be so 
envious as to run off with the musicians, 
From that time these gave way to tremend- 
ous shoutings and the beating of a badly 
stretched drum, something like the groan- 
ing of a donkey whose tail has not been 
kept down. 

‘As soon as they were installed, the 
Japanese were guarded night and day— 
being prohibited speech with people outside. 
‘They managed to pass the sentry one day, 
and went for a walk up the mountains, 
but the soldiers earnestly begged them to 
return to their house. 

‘On 23rd of 10th moon (soon after arrival), 
three members of the Embassy had an 
audience with the Grand Chamberlain, or 
‘Minister of Rites. The people were not 

revented, as was the case with the first 

imbassy, from having a good look at the 
strangers, ‘There wore children and women 
also, and the youngsters made themselves 
very familiar with the Ambassador, pulled 
his clothes, his hair, and threw stones. On 
making his complaint, the answer was— 
Oh! It is only fun—not worth mentioning. 
On being told that it was beyond a joke, 
and that such insult should be punished, the 
Chamberlain said, “Those who have in- 
sulted you are rascals. If every rascal were 

nut to death, some tens of thoitsands would 

ave to be condemned.” What an admission 
from the mouth of a Minister in the most 
civilized, and polito country under the 
sun! Coreans believe themselves the “Ne 
plus ultra” of morality, choice behaviour, 
and exquisite manners. 

Tho letter of introduction handed in by 
the Japanese was from the Oi-mow-tai-sin 
(probably Foreign Office Minister in Japan), 
named Sek-pem-tiengni. It recommended 
the bearer and his followers to tho Cham- 
berlain, and said that eight of them were 
great personages, intelligent, good, honest, 
&c., the twelve others being their servants 
—trusting they would be well received and 
kindly treated, Tt seoms that the Ambas- 
sadors were accompanied in this visit by an 
influential Corean magnate, who had been 
mandarin at Tong-nay. ‘This gentleman, 
seated in a chair, on a wheel, and parth 
carried by bearers (not exactly a wheel 
barrow), brought up the rear of the pro- 
cession. A Corean nobleman placed him- 
self inthe latter's way, and in a most 
insulting manner said to’ him, “ You dirty 
scoundrel, you deserve to be killed, skin- 
ned and ‘quartered, for daring to’ be in 
such company, and assisting such creatures 
to come into Gorea, which you have sold to 
them,” following up with the most un- 
parliamentary language. ‘The magnate 
pretended not to understand, and not a 
soldier of his suite moved. ‘They evidently 
took the nobleman for a madman—and he 
behaved much like one ; yet he seemed but 
the mouthpiece of the populace, who were 
furious, screaming and gesticulating at the 
Japanese wherever they were seen. The 
anger extended to all the eight provinces, 
‘Most absurd rumours circulated freely, and 
the crowd looked most threatening. The 
King and Prime Minister seemed to be 
‘the only quiet ones, and fortunately for 
the new comers they did not give any 
opinion. If they had hinted only “Do as 
you like,” there would have been a massacre 
on the spot, for afew years ago the most 
solemn engagement was made by the 
people to ‘Keep off other nationalities. 

fonumental stones were erected in the 
principal and other cities, with the follow- 
ing lines—“The country will be utterly 
Fulned and lost if an allanoo. takes placy 
with the western nations. Anyone who 
dares allude even to making friends with 
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‘barbarians must be looked upon as a rebel, 
a traitor, and should be at once executed, 
ri 

‘The Japanese are not Europeans thom- 
selves ; but they have adopted European 
customs and dress, and it was belived 
that half of those in the country were in 
reality Europeans. The late Regent, that 
essence of hatred towards foreigners, foamed 
with rage at not being able fo annihilate 
intrnders, ‘The Coreans call him a broken- 
backed tiger. His rage is dreadful to be- 
hold. ‘Thanks to their patient and quiet 
behaviour, the Japanese weathered the 
storm, and seom likely to obtain whatever 
they require. When they declared their 
intontion of staying till the 3rd moon, it 
‘could not be believed possible; but imagine 
the surprise when they spoke of building a 
house. “Do they intend to live herealways,” 
said one, ‘If so, we shall soon have Euro- 
peas upon us, ° How could we submit to 

arbarians without morals or principles, 
minus the five natural senses,” 

The Japanese Ambassador told the in- 
terproter one day that “he had_ travelled 
in several European countries, in Russia, 
England, &e., and had been well received 
everywhere. | Here I have been badly 
treated. ‘The late Envoy, Kong-pou-so-iri, 
who arrived last year, Was received with 
courtesy, and had ‘the ‘honour of an audi 
ence with the King. Now my position is 
superior to his, and yet I am worse treated, 
even insulted.” 

«Last year,” was the reply, “the Ambas- 
sador was acctedited to us by his Sovereign 
for matters of State, whereas you are looked 
upon as a merchant coming here for com- 
mercial purposes. ‘That is the secret. Why 
not petition the King ?” 

‘When the Corean Envoy was in Japan, 
he accepted an introduction to the Japanese 
Ambassador's wife, which was looked upon 
in Corea as a most ‘unjustifiable proceeding. 
‘The idea of a nobleman’s wife being seen 
is simply absurd. It is against all usage 
and custom. Tn fact, it is a crime punish- 
able by death, and the poor Corean Am- 
bassador escaped the penalty with consid- 
erable difficulty. This will be sufticient to 
explain the indignation with which the 
present Japanese Ambassador's suggestion 
was looked upon, when he asked to be 
allowed to pay his respects to the Cham- 
berlain’s wife. Need we say that the 
demand was declined with thanks, and that 
it did not raise the unwelcome guests in the 
estimation of their inkospitable hosts. 

‘Very gradually the Japanese worked 
their way with those who came in contact 
with them, and were beginning to be more 
Kindly treated. Children were’ conciliated 
with cakes, which they pronounced very 
good; and, but for the prohibition, grown 
up people would have been glad to’ accept 
siniilar politeness—besides, the gate was not 
‘opened to the crowd, even if there were not 
fear of compromise. ‘One day, there being a 
greater crowd than usual, in trying to clear 
the entrance to the palaco a Corean got 
soused head over heels in a ditch, from 
which he was saved by one of the Japanese, 
who took him into a warm room and gave 
him a most agreeable hot drink, which 
soon restored the invalid. Such’ an in- 
cident is quite sufficient to open the hearts 
of the poor and ignorant, not naturally 
wicked, people, whose Government are 
responsible for setting them against stran- 
gets without just causo, and for fear, per- 
aps, that the evil doings of a few will be 
brought to light by the superior intelli- 
gonce of strangers. Such a Government is 
only too ready to depreciate whatever is 
not Corean. All other countries are devoid 
‘of the commonest civilization. There are 
no laws, morals, or principles to guide men, 
who exist like the brute creation. Whereas 
in Corea, if one gives credit to the belief 
there, the highest civilization prevails, 
education is perfect, everything beautiful 
and to be admired. ’ Well, Corea is not the 
aly country who thinks her_ crows the 
fairest, and I hope some day we may havo 








‘the chance of testing her capabilities to the 
utmost. 

‘The residence obtained, it was not long 
before the fi took place—tables 
gr stools, and mats. “Who ever heard of a 
Japanese without a mat? Then cooking 
materials made their appearance. “Now 

they mean to stay,” it was whispered, 
“but why? What object can they have? 
We shall surely suffer fur allowing them to 
come.” Still our pioneers worked away 
quietly, and with splendid tact. 

They wished to go through the town to 
make porches; but although the King 
granted permission, they were prevent. 
By the nobles, and so stayed at home a 
little longer. Then, after a few more days’ 

tience, they managed to get out for a 
Fitle exercise; socompanied fy soldiery of 
course, and well watched. The higher 
class grumbled much at the King’s foolish- 
ness, blaming the Government for giving 
way to instead of kicking out the Japanese, 
Crowds of inquisitive men and children 
examined their style of walk and clothing, 
and probably reminded them of their own 
astonishment when, in 1858-9, Europeans 
began to be better known, but not much 
appreciated, in Nagasaki ‘and Yokohama, 

the ladies who first visited Japanarenotlike- 
ly to forget the unintentionally rude manner 
in which they were examined in the strect, 
the number of garments counted, &c., &c. 
On 7th day, 11th moon, two Japanese’ who 
were walking in the’ high street were 
met by another, each party escorted by 
some twenty soldiers. On meeting, they 
all placed their right hand to their heads, 
lifted up their hats a little distance and 
then put them back on the head. “That, 
no doubt,” said my informant, “was their 
way of shewing civility to each other.” 

All kinds of fables were circulated with 
reference to the Embassy. It was difficult 
for the populace to arrive’ at anything like 
the truth, when one considers how their 
superiors in education went on among 
themselves. The aristocrat has not much 
elie to do than to eat, drink, smoke, and 
sleep—the spare time is occupied in loung- 
ing and jabbering—any Kind of nonsense 
goes down. ‘This was the report among: 
them :—“Our Ambassador went to Japan, 
and is supposed to have seen the King, but 
who knows whether it was really the King, 
or some impostor representing him, any 
more than we can tell whether those 
fellows have actually beon despatched by 
their ruler. Possibly they have come on their 
own account, to try and establish them- 
selves. They may not be Japanese at all. 
Who knows that they are not Europeans, 
chuckling at the idea of cheating us.” + 

But how about the Corean King? What 
did he think about it at all? All his aim 
seems to be dwindling away life by 
pleasure. ‘The Japanese give him some 
concern undoubtedly. ‘They are in the 
way. Rather thanriskhiskingdom, however, 
he prefers to give way. He is awfully 
afraid of war, and peace at any price is 
his motto. Not so with the aristocracy, 
who have great faith in the strength 
of the country. War with them has no 
terrors, because they are not called on to 
fight. ‘As all the members of th Govern- 
ment are noblemen, and all are opposed to 
anything like friendship or treaties with 
other powers, it is wonderful the Japanese 
were not at ‘once disposed of. Notwith- 
standing, there are many thoughtful, wise 
men, above such extreme arrogance, those 
advice would be well worth following. To 
offer it would be dangerous, seeing that all 
the officials, whether in courts of justice (?) 
war, navy, and Government generally, are 
under the finger and thumb of their 
superiors, whose will is law with them. 
‘There is no manliness in the service. 
The people, or public, or nation, as 
a whole, suffer in silence the greatest 
oppression exactions and injustice that 
can be inflicted by tyrants, and amit 
the good times which do not come. Cer- 














tainly, men in power, however limited such 


ower, should be careful tobe strictly just. 
Blow you can avoid being partial? In our 
own country we can hardly suppose such a 
case as this:—“‘A Judge in one of the 
Provincial Courts, having had his decisions 
upset through the independent pertinacity 
of a fellow resident, allowed his naturally 
kind and just disposition to be warped by 
the feelings of hatred which the opposition 
to his almost autocratical power engendered. 
He was ready to listen to any tale against 
his enemy which some fawning sneaking 
Tago was only too glad to unfold, and with- 
out more ado he goes beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of his Court, and writes to some distant 
place, making accusations, or insinuating 
charges, which, if they be entertained, must 
be inquired into and adjudged by’ him, 
The result of a trial, under such circum- 
stances, it is too painful to determine, with 
our notions of fair play and justice.” And 
so you may well believe that the people 
suffered and groaned, while the officials 
plundered ‘and extorted, and the King 
amused himself. 

Everyone thinks such a state of things 
cannot last. A very great change indeed 
must occur before Corea can improve. ‘Tho 
King and his aristocracy could alter every- 
thing if they pleased, but they will not. 
‘The improvement must come from outside, 
and nothing would be easier. Where therd 
is a will there is a way. A little energy is 
all that is required, for the country cannot 
resist. Corea seems powerless, and yot, 
if properly administered, might become of 
great importance. Her resources are in- 
calculable, and she is rich in soil and 
products. ‘The natives, too, are clever and 
intelligent. Onco show her the way, and 
she will become a blessing. Now she is a 
curse. 

Will the Japanese succeed eventually in 
establishing themselves? That is the ques- 
tion. If there were war, Corea could not 
hold out any time. ‘There are no soldiers 
worth mentioning, and the Government is 
at sixes and sevens. China has probabl 
thrown out a few hints that a war woul 
be a disadvantage to her. Her Ministers 
are of this opinion. 'The nobles, on the 
contrary, are sure that they can resist any 
invasion. ‘They know nothing beyond the 
Kingdom, and at home they are really 
only fairly well acquainted with Confucius. 
‘They blame the Government for submitting 
to the intrusion of any one. Will the 
Japanese, however, with all thoir superior 
diplomacy, which puts the Corean tactics 
in the shade you may be sure, succeed in 
their desire for an opening of ports. with- 
out recourse to arms? ‘The Ambassador 
is always ready with an answer. Intimida- 
tion did not enter into his vocabulary, and 
the Coreans themselves admire his patience. 
He has gained considerably already. He 
was refused admittance, so he came with- 
out permission. It was supposed that he 
could be easily kicked out, but he declared 
his intention was to stay. At first the 
Coreans tried to frighten him. ‘They rather 
tremble themselves now. From looking 
upon them all, the Ambassador and his 
suite, with disdain, they have changed to 
expressing themselves much in their favour. 
The populace say they are very tame and 
good-natured, even some of the aristocracy 
talk of them as being clever, just and goo 
Much, therefore, has been done, however 
much ‘more may be wanted. As they have 
yet some difficulties to encounter, I might 
suggest that Europeans could not have 
done more, if so much. Diplomacy has 
its wonderful secret springs, and an outsider 
can hardly express an opinion. Speaking 
from what one hears, it may be stated that 
such is the hatred of the barbarian, nothing 
short of compulsion will open the doors 
of Corea to civilization. the key to it 
is fear, unless the Japanese lend us their 
aid. Just one decent fright, and the doors 
will turn on their hinges of themselves. 
There need be no great battle or much 




















spilling of blood. A good show, with the 
wundering of a few naval infants, will 
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bring the sensible potion of the nation to 
terms, and a helping hand to put down the 
troublesome class will accomplish a work 
‘of the greatest benefit to the poor down- 
trodden people. The Government would 
be glad to make the excuse that it could 
not be helped, and that it is better to have 
a'Treaty. A demand for such would most 
likely be supported by Japan, who without 
doubt would advise it. Early in the 11th 
‘moon, an interesting correspondence took 
place between the Japanese Ambassador 
and the Corean Envoy to Japan. a re- 
quest was made for permission to visit the 
six different administrations of Corea ‘he 
‘Justice-halls, Prisons, Temple of Confucius, 
also to assist at a military review, in 
order to become acquainted with their 
Jmanouvres, &c. Finally the demand was 
made for the opening to trade of the port 
‘of Moun-tchyen, with permission to build 
houses, and. establish property, Moun- 
tchyen’is a small city, abont 175 miles 
N.N.B. of the capital, 39° 20° North 
latitude, on the Enstern Coast of Corea. 
‘The bay or roadstead is ample, and can 
accommodate a whole flect. At the en- 
trance of this fine port are several small 
islands, with access to three smaller towns, 
viz, :—Teng-heng to the North—the princi- 
gl one, Ko-ouen and Tek-ouen on the 
jouth side. The natives call tl] 
Ouen-san, and I have referred to it 
former communication, 
Objections were raised to every one of 
the above demands, but the Japanese 
replied in such a clear manner that little 
was left to support the refusal. ‘The open- 
ing of Moun-tchyen, said the Coreans, 
wonld be replete with difficulties. A stron; 
place, itis strategically most important and 
the cradle of the Corean dynasty. Tai- tjo 
yeas the founder, and although born in 
Pouk-tjieng, is buried at Moun-tchyen. 
His successors have beon in power ever 
since, and their reign dates from 1,392, 
when they succeeded to the Kouries ot 
Kaoli, whose capital was Song-to-ou, alias 
Kai-song. After explaining. the above, 
“How,” said the Minister, “can we cede 
to strangers such a place as that?” “Are 
not the Japanese,” answered the Am- 
bassador, ‘and the Coreans of the same 
stock? ’Surely, we should be friends 
and allies. What can you fear? You 
evidently do not wish to oblige us in any 
way, and if you persist there is no neces- 
ity for me to remain. My mission over, 
‘you know, of courso, that war must ensue ; 
and [think it would be an advantage to 
Corea, if the port is opened and we are 
allowed to be the first traders. This is 
certainly better for you than if the English 
and Russians take possession. You cannot 
ignore that they make treaties with the 
whole world, aud I know positively that 
they intend to come here, as they have 
already established in Japan. We could 
not prevent them. How can you?” Oh!” 
was tho Corean’s suggestion, “The Japanese 
“are our friends. No fear have we of them, 
nor any reason for going to war with them, 
and indeed we count on them to help us, if 
the western nations attempt to invade our 
shores.” ‘If you wish us to protect you,” 
was the rejoinder, “then you had better 
accede to our demands.” ‘This was a poser, 
and gives me a fair reason for closing this 
letter, especially as, what with commercial 
items, steam-boats, my hunting notes, 
tigers, unknown animals, cerial machines, 
oracles, the man with the irou-mask, &e., 
there is enough matter for a second letter, 
which shall follow this. 

5 a Puito-Corganus. 

} Rewehwang, 25th January. 






































‘THE SHANSI FAMINE. 


To the Rev. W. Monurean, 
Hon. Secretary, China Famine Relief Fund. 


‘My Dear Sm,—In former letters I gave 
‘a general account of the famine in this 
province, taken from official records, and 





also some particulars of the state of suffer- 
ing in and around the provincial capital 
from personal observation. It is my in- 
tention now to give some particulars con- 
cerning the central and southern part of 
the province. But the region is so exten- 
sive to travel over, and the time so brief 
for inquiry, that the account must neces- 
sarily be very incomplete ; yet I have seen 
and heard enough. It is’ said that famil- 
iarity with suffering makes one less liable 
to be affected by it. Familiar as many 
kinds of famine suffering have been to me 
forthe last twoyears, this last journey south- 
wards made me so sick at heart that I 
wished I could return with my eyes closed 
and ears stopped. ‘To see and hear was 
painful in the extreme. I cannot write all. 
Some things are too horrible to be de- 
seribed except in general terms. But to 
bo 

jan, 28th.—Stoppedat an inn 30 i south. 
A little before starting, I saw in a street 
of T’ai-yuen-fu a man lying on the road, 
about to die of starvation. Carts were 
blocked up and had to go round by another 
way. 

Jan. 29th, 140 li S.—There was a fall of 
an inch of snow in the night. Saw four 
dead on the road, and one unable to walk 
moving about on his hands and knees. One 
of the dead was a boy of about ten years 
old, carried by his mother on her shoulder. 
She was the only bearer, priest and 
mourner, She Jaid him on the snow out- 
‘side the city wall, and the last sight I got 
of them was she standing at some distance 
off on the one side, and a dog watching at 
some distance on the other ! 

Jan. 30th, 270 li S.—Saw two dead, one 
apparently only just dead, and dressed 
in good clothes.” He could not be a 
poor man. A few li further on saw 
one walking like a drunken man. After 
passing him, I stopped and told my 
servant to get some cash out to give him. 
It blow alittle wind, and whilst we were 
getting the cash, a puff a little stronger 
than the rest made him fall. ‘To give him 
money there was useless, and we could not 


aay. ! 

jan, 31st, 390 1i S—To-day saw fourteen 
dead on the roadside. A stocking was all 
the clothes one had on, and so light was 
the corpse that a middle-sized dog dragged 
it about. Two of the dead were women, 
‘Thoy had received a burial, but it con- 
sisted in nothing more than moving them 
from the road and placing them with 
their faces downwards—that was all, Want 
or cupidity of the passers-by had dealt 
kindlier with one than the other, for they 
hail not taken her clothes! A third was a 
feast to a score of crows and magpies. One 
man had snow over him and was untouched, 
& proof that he had been there tree days 
at least, and that no dogs or wolves could 
benear. Whilst the road was thus strewn 
with the dead, there were plenty of pheas- 
ants fat enough close by ; and a fox and a 
rabbit on the hill opposite. where the poor 
women had fallen, and wild ducksinthe river, 
appeared none the worse for the famine. 
Another painful contrast forced itself on 
me that day. A lot of magpies were mak- 
ing an unusual din, and some were picking 
up feathers. When Icame up to them one 
of their number was dead. But how many 
dead men and women have I seen on the 
road without any weeping, except the 
mother over her child. Yet what most 
affected me that day was what an old man 
said in our climbing Ling-shan together. 
We had just passed a young man dead on 
the road, and then he said in the raost touch- 
ing manner :—“ Our mules and donkeys 
are all eaten up, and our labourers are all 
it that God lets us poor people 
"Saw two wolves in the 
twilight looking out for the dead. In one 
village was a notice put up that those who 
rob and steal shall be put to death without 
Up tat it nas agreed bythe lager at 
up that it was xy the vi that 
should any one be “unruly,” he shall be 























put to death without merey. People dare 
not travel singly throngh these hills. 

Feb, Ist, 450 li S.—Travelled half a day. 
Saw six dead, of whom four were women, 
One in an open shed on the road side, 
with only a string about her waist, An: 
other was in a river, but the water 
was not deep enough to cover and freeze 
her over, so what was exposed was at 
the cruel merey of the fowls of the air. 
Another was half clad in rags, in one of the 
eave houses which open into the road. 
Another, half clad and half eaten. Saw 
what appeared to be two brothers from 15 
to 18 years old, moving at the rate of old 
men of 80 years, each leaning heavily on 
his staff. Saw a’ young man carrying his 
mother on his back. She was far gone, and 
about to breathe her Inst. On secing me 
observing them closely, he begged for afew 
cash, the first who did so since I left Tai- 

men-fu, The regular beggars are all dead 
longago, Afew li further on,a woman about 
40 had fallen and was trying to rise, but 
could not from her seeoid knee. Sav two 
heads stuck up in cages, to be a warning to 
those who rob and steal. Saw hate and 
shoes here and there along the read, but 
no dead bodies near—perhaps all that’ was 
left betweon men and wolves. 

Feb. 2nd, 530 li S.—Saw twelve dead, all 
stripped of ‘their clothes, and among them 
‘one woman and two boys. At Hung-tung- 
hien, a group c: three were lying together. 
‘They appeared to be a boy, his father, and 
grandfather. My sorvant said he saw several 
more, but Ionly state what I saw myself, 
On the snow, we saw marks of a struggle 
and blood, but no dead body near ; yot it 
was some justification of the warning to 
men not to travel singly along these narrow 
defiles. Two more heads hung up in cages 
on the trees. For many ti, a large number 
of trees on both sides the road, as far as 
the eye could see, and on a level country, 
were stripped of their bark to a height 0 
5, 10 and 20 feet, for food, Most were elm 
trees. ‘Thero were also groups of several 
houses with doors and windows open, and 
jars and other trifling utensils inside. ‘Their 
‘occupants were either gone away or dead ; 
but nothing had been touched, for they 
could not be turned into cash or bread. 

Asabreck to this long catalogue of misery, 
it was delightful to see (for the snow was 
all thawed: here) whoat vory. extensively 
sown. Though there be drought elsewhere, 
they have abundance of water for irri 
tion at this place, and they seem to make 
tho most of it. I could see in all the vile 
lages along the road considerable quantities 
of straw, indicating that they had had a 
good crop of grain; but on inquiry I was 
told the erop was very promising up to the 
timo when the ears came out, then a sudden 
flood and mildew destroyed theit hopes, 
leaving them nothing but.» This 
abundance of water for irrigation extended 
only over 30 li. 

Feb, 3rd, 620 ti S.—Saw seven dend—not 
one woman ; but there was an old man with 
grey hairs and an infant just born. .\gain the 
trees were barked, but there was no wheat 
in the ground. Met cartloads of imen and 
occasionally foot travellers. These were 
armed, some with a shining bright sword, 
some with a rusty old knife, others with 
spears and clubs,—all with some weapon or 
‘other ; even children in their teens carried 
them.’ Some were glad to keep close to us 
as we were riding, though we did not feel 
any safer of their company. At Siang-ling- 
hien, 30 li south of Paug-yang fu, thero 
were two men of straw (effigies) nailed up 
to a wall on one side of the street. On the 
other, opposite, wos written in lange charac- 
ters, “The poor people.” Here we turned 
our faces backwards for T’ai-yuen-fu. 

Feb, 4th.—In the same inn with us at 
P4ing-yang-fu there were some forty carts 
that had come from P‘u-chow-fu for grain, 
To order, volunteers are enrolled 
and paid by the Government in that Pre- 
fecture. was told me by one of the 
volunteers who accompanied the grain carts; 
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otherwise they would be robbed. A woman 
at Ping-yang-fu came up to me in the street: 
and asked me to go into. house. On ask- 
ing what for? She said there are young 
gals ‘here wanting to be taken away. 

‘Feb. 5th.—Fresh ones dead on the road 
since wo passed south two days ago—a 
mother and her son in the morning. In 
the afternoon, at Hung-tung-hien, the dead 
were actually in heaps on each other. It 
was here wo saw a group of three together 
a fow days ago. ‘To-day three more are 
heaped together, two women anda boy. On 
the main street there was a man dead, with 
tho ge of a big sone between his fecth, 
He had nothing better to eat, so he died 
biting the stone! Others had been thrown 
into the river. One of the innkeepers 
asked me if I had any medicine to cure the 
famine fever. It commenced about the 
beginning of January. 

Feb. 6th.—Other fresh ones on the road 
dead, One a young woman, another a 
middle aged one. I will not describe. 
Suffice that they had not perished from 
want, but had been robbed and left to 

erish. The one I saw a few days ago on 
Fer knees was now dead about a hundred 
yards off. Saw two men grinding some- 
thing very dark, I went up to them. It 
as millet husks mixed with old cotton 
from ragged garments. As coal rises in 
price, house timber is in demand, and 
people are now pulling down their houses 
‘and splitting the wood for fuel. 

Feb. 7th.—This day was the worst of all, 
‘We saw abundant proofs of men eating 
clay or stone, I bought threo atone-cakes. 
‘The stone is tho same as our soft stone 

‘This is pounded to dust and mixed 
with millet husks, in greater or less propor- 
tions, according to the poverty of the Reople, 
and then baked, It does not look bad, 
but tastes like what it is—dust. The dead 
to-day number more than on any provious 
day. We did not reckon them in return- 
ing, but seeing so many fresh ones, wo 
counted them again this afternoon. ‘They 
wero no less than twenty-nine in 55 i! 
from Ling-shi-hien northwards. And the 
circumstances were more frightful, too. In 
‘one valley the road branched into two, and 
you may take either side of the stream. 

ithout thinking of it, I took one and my 
servant another. We were within sight of 
each other, though not at talking distance, 
and it was only after 5 li that the roads 
united again. On his road, the servant saw 
a woman lying in a ditch ater being robbed 
of all she ad, like many others. Although 
not conscious of any one passing by, yet she 
moved! Further on we saw a-min's head 
gut cleanly off his body— cruel murderer's 
deed. We saw also among the dead some 
wounded heads, not in such a way as we 
usually saw done by wolves, dogs and 
birds. Even the dogs were getting savago ; 
they barked and howled at us when wo 
oro driving them avay from the dead. 
Many of the corpses we had formerly seen 
had disappeared, but their places wore 
more than supplied by fresh ones. I need 
not say that we were terribly sick of this 
horrible journey. If we could have given 
relief wherever we went, it would have 
been a high gratification; but as it was, 
such scenes as I have not half described, 
and such tales as I cannot venture to do 
more than hint at, repeated daily, and 
several times in the day, too, made me 
afraid almost to mention the subject. It 
‘was like re-opening a painful wound to me, 
and how much more to the poor people 
themselves? After being away fourteon 
days, I reached Tai-yuen-fu-in safety on 
the 10th. 

‘The above is what I saw. Now I have to 

ive a briefer account of what I heard. 

‘ot that I heard leas indeed, but I am sure 
no one cares to read much’ more of such 
terrible suffering. I met men from the 
province of Sze-chuen en route for Peking, 
and they said that the whole way from 
Féng-hien in that provineo there were dead 
men on the road every now and then. He 














told me that snow had fallen in Honan 
about a foot deep. I met others later on, 
who had come from Si-ngan-fu, in Shensi. 
About a span of snow had fallen there, 
met others from Ning-hia in North Kansu. 
Grain was cheap and abundant in that 
province, but scarcer each step as they came 
across the northern half of Shensi. No 
snow worth mentioning had fallen on their 
route. Yellow River at the 
where they crossed over to Shansi, on their 
way to Kiangchow, had not been’ passable 
by ice since the 25th year of Tao Kwang 
(82 years ago), but the poor people have had 
unusual cold as well as unusual famine to 
contend with this winter. The soft stone 
is sold at prices varying from two to five 
cash per catty, according to distance of 
carriage." Bark is sold at from five to seven 
cash per catty at the places where I inquired. 
‘The roots of rushes ($f 4) are dug and 


eaten. ‘These cause the face to swell, and 
the stone when taken in large quantities 
the same effects as chalk. People die 

of constipation. Grain is three and four 
times the usual price, and turnips and cab- 
ages five and six times ! Flour costs seven, 
eight, or nine cash per ounce, according to 
the place boughtat. In every city we passed 
through, they said 20, 30, or 40 people died 
there daily. At Ping-yang-fu they said 
that two Wan Jin Kéng ( ASD were 
filled, and that two carts were daily em- 
Ployed in carting the dead. One inn- 
ceeper told us that somebody in three 

days had counted no less than two hundred 
and seventy dead on the road. The main 
0 most of the way alongside the 

river Fén, and a good deal of the soil can 
be irrigated on one side or other, but away 
afew li east or west are the hills. The 
dead there are far more numerous. Whole 
families, old and young, die in their houses, 
and there they remain unburied. At Kiei- 
hiu-hien in Fén-chow-fu the inn-keeper said 
that half of the people were either dead 
or had gone away. Those from Lin-kin- 
hien and T-sz-hien and Wan-chien-hien 


inPeshoos AIM GES BIA 
B&B ARIA said that the number of the 
dead there was frightful. In one hien a 
third were dead already, in another 
six out of every ten. On cross-ques- 
tioning they insisted that in most of 
the hiens in Pu-chou-fu more than 
half were dead. Whoever I asked 
from P‘ing-yang-fu,  Pu-chou-fu, Kiang- 
chow, and Hiei-chow, for I met people 
from all these places at some inn or other, 
I did not meet a single man who would 
admit that five out of every ten remained, 
except that man who spoke of a third dead. 
‘The rest maintained that fiye or six or even 
seven out of every ten were dead. And 
they gave instances of villages numbering 
three, four, and five hundred people last 
ear, only ‘numbering one hundred now. 
fere in Yang-k‘u, nevertheless, judging 
from inquiries made last year, these state- 
ments are exaggerations; true, indeed, of 
certain places, but not of whole pre- 
fectures. Still making a liberal allowance, 
and say that only five out of ten will 
remain at the end of the famine, 
which I fear is too much, what a terrible 
famine will it prove to have been! Con- 
sider the area. Grain is sent to every hien 
in Pu-chou-fu overland vii Hwai-lu, a 
distance of 2,000 and more li, not to speak 
of it coming from Manchuria. If it could 
be got nearer from any other direction, of 
course it would be brought, so we have a 
radius and can calculate the square miles. 
‘The population of Shansi is mostly in the 
south. 

Now let us see what is done for their 
relief, Pasing rapidly through each place, 
I could not possibly get very accurate in- 
formation, and it is only an approximate 
estimate as in other matters that I can hope 
togive. The lowest allowance I heard of 
was one hundred cash a month to each 
person, and the highest I heard of was 








‘three hundred cash a month, equal to 10 
cash per day ; and a Wei-ynen told me that 
this place where 10 cash was given was the 
best he had heard of, on his way from T‘ai- 
yuen-fu to Kiang-chow and back. In many 
places grain was distributed instead of cash, 
and that was between two and three ounces 
for each person per day. There may be 
more given in some places, but I did not 


pass | hear of full three ounces given anywhere. 


‘T’ai-yuen-fu city is an exception. In the 
suburbs there are three large soup kitchens, 
where altogether about twenty thousand 
go. Here food to the value of thirty to 
fifty cash is given to each adult daily, which 
is an abundant supply when the people are 
at home and can earn money besides. It 
is different with the great bulk of the prov- 
ince. Ihave not heard of any means de- 
vised to enable the people to provide for 
themselves. ‘They are obliged to be satis- 
fied with what is given them directly, 
and the former parts of this letter 
show with what result ; and if what I have 
written is not enough, let me add that I 
have heard from different sources that in 
many districts men eat each other. When 
Isaid it was hard for me to believe this, 
they were displeased at my incredulity, and 
supported their statements with so many 

iculars that I now no longer doubt it. 

refrain from repeating them. When I 
inquired what was the reason of coal rising 
in price, I was told that none venture to go 
Singly to the coal pits to fetch it, for they 

ill be stripped, and their beasts whether 
horses, cows, mules, or donkeys eaten up. 
So driven to dosperation are the people in 
the mountains, that those of one villago 
dare not visit another. Not only whole 
families die away, but some of the smaller 
villages perish altogether, and this is 
currently reported in Yang-k‘u-hien, where 
the provincial capital Houses aro 
turned to sepulchres filled with tho 
dead. Ihave asked myself more than once, 
am L amongst the living or the dead ? Snow 
is not fallen. Wheat is not sown. AndI 
have just heurd from the highest authority 
that in the southern part of the province 
some who have money in their hands are 
dying, because there is no grain to be 
bought. Grain has been bought in abund- 
ance at Tientsin and elsewhere by the 
Governor's agents, but all the beasts of 
burden in Shansi and the adjoining prov. 
inces are not sufficient to carry it en, 
matters have come to such a pass, it is asmall 
thing to say that the roads are so narrow in 
the mountains that half of the carriers are 
obliged to travel by night, whilst the other 
half travels by day to prevent delay in 
waiting at the defiles. 

The above will give you a brief and very 
imperfect view of the state of things in 
this famine-stricken field. My journey 
was over only « small portion of it, and 
the more extended and the more complete 
the investigation is, it will serve to con- 
firm and deepen the impressions one has 
already formed. 

It is well to acknowledge the fact that 
much is being done by many of the native 
officials. I believe a number of them are 
truly in earnest on the subject, and 
thoroughly honest in the administration 
of affairs, but they are so tied down by 
prejudice, and so averse to change or im- 
provement in the imanagement of thi 
that the utmost they do is wholl 
quate, and not equal to what might be 
accomplished by a better system. Tam on 
the best footing with the higher authorities 
here, and have met them frequently in 
consultation as to what had best be done. 
‘The result of all is that while commendin; 
the spirit and endeavours of not a few of 
them, it has been found necessary to prose- 
cute my own system of relief and work 
independently of them altogether. My 
experience in Shantung, and my observa- 
tions in the midst of this scene of suffering, 
enable me to judge and carry out a better 
course than what is pursued by the native 


























authorities. Then want me to act in concert 
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with them, and I would gladly do so, did 


I see it possible ; but I am satisfied that by : 


‘than is usually the case. Indeed, it is said 
that such an early and sudden’ break-up 


administering relief on a well formed plan, ; had never before occurred within the me- 
and on the same widespread principle that | mory of the oldest foreign resident at Taku 


was followed in Shantung, a much greater 
amount of good will really be effected. 

I'am most anxious to receive all the 
assistance in the way of men and means 
that may come to hand. It is gratifying 
to learn that money is flowing in freely, 
and I am deeply thankful that reliof can 
thus be afforded to multitudes of this 
starving people. Hitherto I have been 
withheld from any very extensive measures, 
by reason of pectniary inability and from 
fa desire to wait until I know the real state 
of the caso, and what had best be done in 
the circumstances. Mj course now appears 
clear and positive. “I am forming an 
extended list of sufferers, which I shall 
continue to enlarge and help, in proportion 
to the assistance that may be kindly 

mnted me; and as others join me in the 
work, I shall sock to extend the matter 
as widely as may seem advisable. Mean- 
while, I beg to thank the contributors to 
the Relief Fund most sincerely, and to 
assure them of the most careful ‘adminis 
tration of the means they have thus placed 
at my disposal, T shall be glad to notify 
the Committee from time to time of the 
course of things for public information, and 
wish to express my great. obligations to 
them for the manner in which they have 
aided me in carrying on the work I have 
undertaken, 

Yours very truly, 
Tarorny Ricuarn. 
T’ai-yuen-fu, 14th Feb. 





‘THE STEAMER RACE TO TAKU. 

The excitement manifested for some 
hours before the start of the squadron 
from Shanghai for Tientsin, on the morning 
of the 9th instant, appears to have been 
maintained throughout the voyage to Taku, 
where the race may be said to terminate, 
though of course honours aro counted by 
the steamer which first threads the mazes 
ofthe Peiho and moors first alongside 
the bund of the dusty Settlement of 
Tiontsin. The start from Shanghai was 
made at about 5.30 on the morning named, 
and although eight steamers were an- 
nounced, five only appear to have taken 

wart in’ tho race, viz., the 0.C.S.N. 
Bore in, Haining and Taku; and the 
G.M.S.N. Gos Fungshun and Pautah, 
‘Tho order in which they got underweigh 
was—Zaku, 1; Fungshun, 2; Haining, 3; 
Pawtah, 4; and Appin, 8. ‘They steamed 
along in this order until reaching the north 
end of Bush Island, where the Fungshun 
passed the Taku, and off Drinkwater Point 
the Pautah took second place. The two 
leading steamers now seem to have 
mado a race of it between thenselves, 
for no other changes were apparent; 
the “other three vessels matntaining 
their positions. ‘The Fungshun, how- 
ever, had to yield the laurel of victory 
to the Pautah, which vessel arrived at Taku 
bar on the afternoon of the 11th instant, 
abare quarter of an hour in advance of 
hor. The Taku arrived next, 2} hours 
after the Fungshun ; the Haining followed, 
a hours after the Taku ; and the Appin 

3} hours after the Haining. Tt will thus 
be seen that the race of 700 miles was 
pretty closely contested ; but it should be 
mentioned that the Pautah and Fungshun 
were “ flying light,” each drawing only ten 
feet, whereas the Taku drew 13 feet 3 
inches, the Appin and Haining being cor- 
respondingly deep. 

Contrary to expectation, the weather at 
‘Taku was found to be unseasonably warm, 
and the Peiho clear of ice! It appears 
that about a week before the arrival of the 
squadron, the cold showed signs of giving, 
and this, coupled with one or tivo high tides, 
80 broke up the ice that it was nearly all 
awept away in one night, leaving the river 
open to navigation at a much earlier period 

















oF navigator of the Peiho. 

The Pautah and Fungshun, therefore, 
drawing light, were at once enabled to 
cross the bar, and on to Tientsin, 
Steaming up the Peiho, the Pautah, it is 
said, collided with and sunk a junk, doing 
some damage to her own bow. |The Fung- 
shun was the first steamer to arrive at Tien- 
isin. The other thre steamers crossed the 
bar on the next tide. 

The O.N. Co.'s steamers Foochow, Chefoo, 
and Newehicung, although started at nearly 
the same time as the five above-named, do 
not appear to have taken part in the race. 

On the return voyage to Shanghai, the 
Fungshun started some hours before the 
Tak, but was detained on the bar, which 
allowed the latter to come up with her. 
She crossed at about eight p.m. on the 13th, 
and the Taku half-an-hour later. The Tal: 
passed the Fungshun fifty miles to the south- 
ward of the 8.E. Promontory, and gradually 
increased her lead until she arrived at 
Shanghai, which port she reached at 4.15 on 
Saturday morning, the Fungshun arriving 
about three quarters of an hour later. 
The Pawlah and Haining were also to 
have left Tientsin on the 13th; but they 
had to call at Chefoo. The Appin did not 
leave Tientsin till 11 a.m, on the 14th, and 
arrived at Shanghai yesterday moning, 
having made the run in 60 hours. 

But by a strange reversal of the usual 
course of events on the reopening of the 
Tientsin trade, the passage up the Peiho 
was on this occasion first made by the sail- 
ing ‘vessel Hedvia, Captain John Davey, 
belonging to Mr. Nils Moller—the Hedvig 
being snugly moored at Tientsin three 
days before the steamers started from 
Shanghai. ‘The Hedvig was followed by 
others of Mr. Méller’s ships, the last of 
which arrived on the 9th inst.—the day 
the steamers commenced their voyage. 
But Captain Davey shall tell his story in 
his own words :— 

“T nover saw the least sign of any ice 
during the . When We arrived at 
the Bar, the ice was two feet thick in the 
river, but the weather was very warm 
during tho day, and on the 4th instant 
the ico commenced to break up at Tientsin. 
On the 5th, the weather being very fine, 
of course I was anxious to be at Tientsin 
first ; and thinking it too much risk to send 
the Hilda into the river, made up my mind 
to chance it with the Hedvig. I lined the 
bows with poles, and having the towboat 
ahead we started. To our surprise thero 
was vory little ice in the river, and what 
there was had all drifted on to the banks, 
and we arrived safely in Tiontsin on the 
6th instant, with not even a scratch on the 
copper. The Zulu came in on the 8th, and 
tho Hilda the same day; the Charley 
arrived on the 9th; all well, except the 
Zulv, a junk having run into her off the 
Promontory, but ten dollars will repair all 
damage.” 














PROPOSAL FOR TEACHING CHINESE AT 
BARVARD UNIVERSITY. 

Boston, 22nd February, 1877. 

(Cuantes W. Extor, Esq 

President of Harvard University, 

mbridge, 

Dear Sie,—A commercial aud official ex- 

in Ubina for the past fifteen years 

convinced me that a great mistake has 

bean = by re jeuts, in pot acquiring 

mowledge of the language of the country on 

their arta, rather Shes depend therester 

ih,” for com- 

















e taken place 
years in China, where our 
commercial and diplomatic interests are in 
creasing, and where I am confident they will 
continue to increase until they exceed in 
importance those of other occidental nations, 
have made this error most painfully evident, 





Since my return to this country, 
knowledge that many Europes Unive 
and that of Oxford as well, had esta! 

i nese, and. that 
1g 80 with the 









Harvard University. 

Few, if any, who bave had exporience in 
China during the last. ten years, will dispute 
my assertion that, for young men who will 
stndy with the view’ of pursuing » cer 
career away from their native land, C 
offers an exceptionally rare field for 
and honor. To be practical, I may 

nu ‘at Peking will ‘offer 
manent positions, that of Se 
tion and Chinese Interpreter, 
assured that our Consulates will hereatter be 
item to capable ma made the 
language of the country their st 

‘To those who prefer a commercial life, there 
will be a number of opportunities open, as 
both merchants'and bankers there recogn: 
daily the necessity of independence from tho 
Chinese shroff or treasurer, ou whom now 
they must chiefly depend. 

‘The Foreign Chinese Customs 
which already Harvard bas four grad 
‘one who after about twelve years! ser 
now A Coonnissioner, in the enjoyment of 
salary of nearly £2,000 per anuum, and three 
others, who have made such excelleut pro- 

i i guage and in 
duties, as to 
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profession, China, it is my 
Il prove the moa \ctory country 
ind honor. 
road of but eleven miles 
runuing from Shanghai to Woosung, in 
China, is but the opening weilge, it 
auonly believed, to vast lines across that e 
pire, equalled ‘ouly at present in our ow: 
‘and this fact should stimula 
who will follow the profession of 
nvering, to siudy for fame iu that 
in opening up by the 
is, aud railroads, that 






























It is-well known that China is as rich in 
inerals as is our own favoured country 
loyment of an English expert 
elds of Formosa, and the constat 
tion by qualified to expres 
an opivion, that the Chinese must aud. wil 
employ foreign mining engineers, should bo 
sufficient to induce some to learn the language 
with the determination of pushing their 
fortunes there, ‘To tho 
Law School of Harvard, China pres 
for a most Incrative practice. Already do the 
lawyers at Hongkong and the treaty-ports in 
China, now mostly London barristers aud 
solicitors, realise ‘the value of their Chines 
business, and feol:greatly the want of # 
lauguage in ti 
felligeat and howorabl 
offices. And as 












































may well be expected that those who 
may advantageously go out from thi 
country, whero the profession is so crowded, 
to one where its honors'are as yet 60 lightly 
competed for. 

Having pointed out that in visiting 
China, young men may fiud many op- 
portunities for furthering their interests in 

na point of view, it is not to be 
at in doing so they will extend 
the means of commu ion between the 
Western world aud a large portion of the 
human race, which is uow practically exclu. 
ded from the family of nations—an honorable 
‘office. Moreover, there is in Chi 
untouched field for th 
tific mau, and for many others, 
well attract many minids, apart from the 
cousideration of emolument ; for they would 
find an unexplored country aud an unex- 
plored literature, both: of vast extent; aud 
altboagh in science we should teach, it is 
far from improbable that we may in the arte 
be-able ourselves. to-acquire some valuable 








































empirical knowledge which bas com 


| frou a remote antiquity., 
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I do not propose to you at present the 
establishinent of a Chinese chair, as I am not 
‘aware how far an appeal to the public would 
be responded to, but I think the main object 
in view may be reached by bringing from 
China one or two native teachers, by the aid 
of whom, with the excellent books now at- 
tainable, any resolute scholar may acquire a 
Knowledge of- the language by a system 
generally pursued by students at Peking. 

‘This would involve but a very moderate 
anuual expense, and if it meets your appro 
bation, I shall be happy to see what can be 
done in the community with regard to funds, 

Lam, Sir, with great respect, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
Fraxcis P, Kwtonr. 
Hanvarp Unrverstry, 
10th March, 1877. 
Franors P, Kwicur, Esq. 

Dear Stz,—I have read with great interest 
tho letter you addressed to me, touching the 
opportunities -which China would offer to 
educated young Americans who had acquired 
a knowledge of Chi Your plan of raising 
money to maintain a native teacher of Chinese 
at the University, for a period of years, com- 
mends itself vory much to my judgment, and 
your efforts to this end will have my most 
cordial support. 

In the public service of China, in our 
Consular service, and in the practice of law 
and engineering ‘there, I see profitable and 
honourable opportunities for ambitious and 
capable young men who will prepare them- 

ves for success by acquiring some familiarity 
ith the spoken and written language of 


hi 
ting of our Corporation I 
laid th fore the Board, and they 
will be happy to do anything in their power 
to promote your undertaking. 
"he President and Fellows will feel the 
ed of help and guidance in so novel au 
i nut they do not doubt 
ig and furthering the 
undertaking will be equal to your discernment 
and energy in starting it, 
Beliove me, dear Sir, with much regard, 
Very truly yours, 
Cuarues W. Exsor. 











































Saw Beports. 
TE —_” 
H.B.M.’s SUPREME COURT. 


Shanghai, 15th March. 
Before R. A. Mowar, Esq., Acting Judge. 
R. v, Patrick Cann, 
Indictment for Burglary. 

Prisoner, formerly a stoker on board the 

steamer Stentor, was indicted for having 
‘ously and’ burglariously entered th 

{ Gilbert Henderson on the 3st Janu- 
ary, with intent to stes 

‘the following were sworn of the Jury : 
Messrs. E, A. Reynolds, H. Dyer, W. A. 
‘Turnbull, H. Hertz and ¥. W. Duff 

Prisoner, who was undefended by Counsel, 
on being called upon to plead, said, “I donot 
remember anything of it at ail.” 

His Lorpsutp said that was a plea of not 
guilty, and directed it to Ue entered acco 
ingly, 

‘The evidence adduced was precisely similar 
to that given in the Police Court upon the 
prisoner's commitment, and which we have 




































went up to the 
look after the 
remises of Jardine 
ver the office, Mr. Henders 
situated, and access to it is gained by a flight 
of stairs, near which the watchman was 
standing. When the prisoner came up to 
him, he accosted him with the words ‘* what 
thing?” ‘The prisoner replied ‘ what thing?” 
to which the watchman answered that be 
was the watcbmau, Prisoner then laid hold 
of hie coat, but the watcbinan broke away 
and rau off to alarm the compradore, The 
prisoner chased him for some six or seven 
yards, then turned back and went upetairs, 
the watchman averring that as he was still 
‘hurrying to. the compradore’s office, he heard 












the noise of breaking glass from the top of the 
stairs up which the prisoner-had run, An 
assistant of the compradore ran to inform Mr. 
Poignand, the wharfinger, whi watch- 
man hastened to the Hongkew Police Station 
for the Police. Mr. Poignand at once went 
to Mr. Henderson’s room, and found that one 
of the Jower paues in the glass door, or rather 
window, was broken, and that the eplin- 
tered glass was lying on the floor iuside 
the room, and not on the verandah. He 
tried to open the door, but it was 
locked, and he therefore ‘crept through 
the aperture, aud so got into the room. He 
then drew back the bolts, and wrenched the 
door open from the lock. ' While he was doing 
this, prisoner came from behind a Japanese 
sereen placed in the ordinary way round the 
bed to keep away draught. ‘There was alight 
burning iu the room. Shortly afterwards 
ce Sergeant Lloyd arrived, and prisoner 

into custody. Upon Mr. Poiguand 
asking him what he was doing there, prisoner 
replied, “* Ths t what I’d like to know.” 
Sergeant Lloyd stated that the prisoner seemed 
to have been drinking, but to have partially 
slept off the effects ; and it was shown that 
he could not have so slept it off in Mr. 
Henderson’s bedroom, as he was there only 
some six or eight miuutes before Mr. Poignand 
arrived, Prisoner made an incoherent state- 
ment to Sergeant Lloyd to the effect that 
he had been chased by Chinese and had 
taken refage in the bedroom, having broken 
the pane with his shoulder; and Mr. 
Henderson stated that when he returned 
home, after the prisoner rebension, he 
found everything in his bedroom undisturbed, 
‘as he had left it on going out for the evening. 
Nothing had been stolen. 

Several members of the Jury closely ques- 
tioned the witnesses as to the principal facts 
in the case, but their replies were merely con- 
firmatory of the 

‘Upon the facts presented, His Lonnsmir, 
addressing the Jury, said that after what they 
had heard, there could be no question that 












































the prisoner had broken into the prosecutor’ 
premises. The only question was as to th 
Intent with which be had entered thew. The 











crime of burglary was breaking and entering 
he in houra of the night, 





mattor if nothing was stolen (that being 
tho particular felovy charged as haviog been 
intended), if there was the intent to 
steal, and whether that intent existed 
in this case was the question for the 
jury. The intent was material, becat 
he did not intend to steal, he woul 
mere trespasser. The prosecution had 
charged that prisoner went there for the 
purpose of stealing, as men do not usually 
break into people's houses at that time of 
night without intending sometbiog of the 
id, and tho jury would be perfectly 
vig that prisoue did break 
into froom for that purpo 
On the other baud, if, in the minds of the 
Jury, the circumstavces showed that he did not 
intend to steal, they would find him not guilty. 
It would seem that some of the circumstances 
pointed one way and tome another. ‘The 
Jury would observe that the prisoner had 
aid be had been chased by Chinese, and t 
that was how he had come to take refuge in 
the prosecutors’s bedroom ; while the watch- 
man had said there were no Chinamen or 
other persons about. Still the pe mer might 
have got it into his mind, from the little scuiile 
he had with the watchman, ‘Then there were 
some circumstances in the prisoner's favour. 
"Che watchman said there was alight where 
be was standing, and that the prisoner could 
see him when he cam Bis going in that 
‘open way showed that there was no attempt 
at concealment. Then, again, there was 
considerable time during which prisoner 
was alone in the bedroom ; and according to 
the prosecutor's statement, he did not disturb 
anything. The whole ‘question resolved 
itself simply into that of whether the prisoner 
broke into the bedroom with the intention of 
stealing. Ifthe Jury were satisfied that be 
went there for that purpose they must find 
bim gailty ; if they were not—-and they should 
give Lim the benefit of any reasonable doubt 
they might have on the point—they would 
find him not guilt; 
‘After some consideration, Mr. Reynolds, as 
foreman of the Jury, said—Onr verdict is that 
the prisoner did not enter the premises for 
‘the purpose of stealing. 














































































y. It did not | S* 





His Lonpsmir said that was a verdict of 
not guilty ; and then, addressing the prisoner, 
told him that he had been guilty of a very 
ambiguous act, to say the least, and if the 
Jury had found him guilty, he must hat 
sentenced him to a considerable term of im- 
Prisonment, As it was, his Lordship hoped. 
Prisoner's escape would be a warning to him. 











POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 11th March. 
Before R. A. Mowar, Esq. 
R. (Pouice) v, Ricnarp Lesute. 
Assault and Damage. 

Defendant, residing’ at the Sailors’ Home, 
was charged with unlawfully breaking a door 
open in that institution, and assaulting 
William Cox, employed there, He admitted 
the offence, and 

His Wonsmr sentenced him to ten days’ 
hard labour, 





12th March, 
R. &, Jouy Wruutams, 
Assault. 

Defendant, chief officer of the Hopewell, was 
summoned by P, C, Benjamin, steward of the 

ne veweel, for assaulting him on Friday, b 
striking him two blows oa tho shoulder wit 
a hammer, 

Case adjourned for the evidence of Dr. 
Barge. 





~~ 13th Mare. 
R, (Porsce) v. THomas Jantes. 
Drunk and Incapable. 

Defendant, an A.B. of the barque Kaisow, 
was charged with being drunk and incapable 
in Broadway, at 1.30 p.m, on the 12th inst, 

Ordered to pay costs, $1.50. 

16th March, 

R, (Porscs) v. Rosenr Roose, 
Drunk and Incapable 

Defendant, a seaman, lately living in tho 

Home, and who it was stated on! 

les on Friday on board the Britis 
barque Ambassador, was found by the Police 
Arak and incapable in a jivrikeha, at 8.30 
the same night, on the Yang-king-pang, Ho 
was so druvk as to be unable to sp 

Ordered to pay costs, $1.50. 














18th March. 
R. ». Jossen Onn. 
Damaging a wall, de. 

Prisoner was brought up in custody, 
with breaking down part of the wall adjoining 
the Cantonese j in the Woosung 
road, late on Sunday ‘Ho is carpenter 
of the British barque Kaisow, 

Police-sergeant LuovD stated that the 
prosecutors did not wish to press the charge 
and had said they would ‘repair the wall 
themselves, Prisoner was trying to climb 
over the wall, which was about five fect high, 
with loose bricks at the top, and broke down 
aboat a yard of it. He war quite drunk, and 
had neither shoes nor exp on. 

Fined $2, and the costs of Court, $1.50. 


R. (Captain Gray) ©. Tnostas Nonra, 
Absent without leave, 

Prisoner was brought up on a warrant, 
charged with being absent without Ieavo from 
the -barque Kaisow. He was before the 
Court ov Friday last, for drunken 

‘No one appeared to prosecute on this occ 
sion, and prisoner was consequently di 
charged and ordered to go on board the ship 
at ouce, 




























R. (Captain Dewanp) v. Nits Psarsox. 
Charge of Neglect of Duty. 

Prisoner, a seaman of the barque Supreme, 

was charge by Captain Deward with neglect 

inder the following circumstan 

prisoner was 

o'clock till 















on daty as watchman, from se 
five next morning. Daring the 
mitted a sampan to come slon 

of his duty being to provent any boats coming 
near the vessel, In the morning, the mate 
reported that the fore-hateh had been broken 
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open during the time the prisoner was on 
watch, and a large number of bundles of sugar- 
cane, which formed part of the cargo, stolen 
Tho deck bad been washed clean the previous 
evening, and the marks of eoil from the sugar- 
cane roots could be clearly traced from the 
Aore-hatch along the deck, then across the fore- 
castle and over the port bow. Prisoner on 
being questioned, admitted that a sampan did 
come to the abip’s side about twelve o'clock, 
but as he know the carpenter was ou shore, 
ho thought it was him returning. When he 
found the carpenter was not in the sampau, he 
ordered it away, but owing to the strength of 
the tide the coolie had some difficulty in 
getting clear. He denied all knowledge of 
the hatch having been opened. ‘The Supreme 
liad been on the coast some time, and on 
revious occasions articles had been stolen 
from the deck, such as deepsea and other 
Toads, copper, &e., and it was desired to put 
‘a stop to it.” Some others of the crew had 
been tried as watchmen, but none of them 
eemed to have aclear idea of their respon- 
ty. In the present case, the supercargo 
did not wish to press any charge agaiust the 
risoner, as the missing sugar-cane (about 
Bo bund! all id all that 
he (the captain) wished was that his Worship 
‘would explain tf inouer, 80 that 
he might know is shipmates 
‘what their respousibility ax watchmen was, 
His Wousmip asked in what way was the 
foro-hatch secured ? 

Captain Doward replied by means of 
boards placed across it, over which a tarpaulin 
was stretched and nailed down, The batch 

* was not locked. 
Prisoner ou being now questioned, gave a 
version to that he gave the Captain on 
board ; further explaining that his duties took 
him all over the ship, aud that when he was 
‘on the poop or below, lio could not see what 
‘was going on forward. No other boat than 
the sampan came to the ship during the night, 
ho was sure, He was not walking about all 
night long, but sometimes sat down ; and once 
during the night he went to get 
‘His Wonsinr said he had 
robbery happened through the prisoner not 
it k-out. ‘The hatch, however, 
cured than with 
boards and tarpaulin only. When on watch, 
{b wan the prisona's duty to ace that nothing 
‘went wrong, or he would be heli responsible 
for anything mi In this case, the 
Captain did not want to say anything’ more 
about it, and only asked that the prisoner 
should be warned. His Worship would now 
warn him to keep’ a good look out when on 
* wateb, or he would be held responsible if he 
did not do 80. 

Prisoner was then discharged, and ordered 

back to his ship. 











































































































Gxtragts, 








THE WRECK OF THE AMERICAN BARK 
“ FORBST BELLE.” 
(Daily Press. 
Yesterday afternoon the British schooner 
Heuer, arrived here from 
American bark Forest Belle 
ang Bay, the South end of Formosa, 
bringing on Captain Allen Noyes, the crew 
and all that they could save. We have been 
favoured with the following account from 
Captain Noyes :—The Forest Belle was an 
* American bark of 1,296 tons. Sho left Cardiff 
on the 3ed October for Hongkong with coal, 
to order, Everything went well until t) 
evening of the 15th ultimo, when it came on 
very rough, and the hark ‘under close-reefed 
topsails. On the 16th they had a very 
strong north-east by east breeze and an ex- 
coedingly high sea, the weather being at 
the time fine and clear, At about twenty 
minutes past eight o'clock in the morning the 
‘yessel suddenly struck on an unknown rock be- 
tween Little Botel Tobago and Gadd reef. 
Little Botel Tobayo was then bearing nearly 
N.ZE. There were between twenty-six and 
‘twenty-eight foot of water over the rock. ‘The 
pumps were sounded and it was seen that the 
vesaol w: ing water. The steam pumps 
were then got underweigh, but she made two 
feet per hour more than could he pumped out. 













































‘The captain then Tau the vessel for Formosa 
under a fresh breeze, in order to save life. 


At two o'clock p.m. the same 
was beached in Kwanlang Bay, having 
twelve feet of water in her hold.’ The capt 
stopped by the ship for two days, when he 
took the long boat with a portion of the crew, 
and provisions, and made for Takao to obtain 
assistance. When about twenty miles out, 
they fell in with a Chinese gunboat, which 
at once took them on board, and turned 
back to the scene of the wreck. All the 
crew, with the exception of the officers, 














carpenter, and cook, who were left in 
charge, were taken on board the guaboat 
and went to Takao, where they arrived on the 


22nd ultimo. At that place Captain Noyes 
chartered the British schooner Onward, » 
vessel of 210 tons, and left in her on the next 
day, in tow of the Chinese gua-boat, for the 
wreck, where they arrived on the 24th ultimo, 
‘The gunboat stopped by until the captain and. 
crew left, The United States gua-boat Ranger 
arrived at the acene of the wreck on the 5th 
instant, when Captain Noyes went in her to 
try and find the rock upon which the vestel 
strack. After sounding about they were 
to find anything, aud returned back. 
w in the meantime had saved a quantity 
rigging, donkey engine, chains, 











anchors, and boats. ‘The captain then wrote 
to the mandarin at the place asking him for 
protection of the hall and cargo, whil 

captai 


t the 
weut to Hongkong to obtain further 
ance, On the night of the 5th instant, 
when the crew were on board the schooner 
Onward, aud the captain on the Ranger, the 
eso took advantage of no person 
wreck, to set fire to her, and a 
burnt down to the water's edge. On the 
morning of the 6th iustant they left the scene 
and came on to Hongkong in the Onward, 
where they arrived yesterday afternoon at 
hhalf-past one o'elock. 

Captain Allen Noyes desires to express his 
warmest thauks to the captain and officers of 
the Chinese gunboat, the name of which he 
forgets, for the kind treatment and attention 
he and all his crew received whilst on board ; 
also to the American gunboat Ranger. 























‘TELEGRAMS. 
(Straits Times Eztra. ) 
Constantinople, 16th February. 
‘The Ruseians yesterday oecupied the Sama- 

die redoubt within the lines of defence at 
Constantinople. ‘The British ironclad squad- 
ron has withdrawn to Mudania, on the Gulf 
of Gemlik, and about forty miles south of 
Constantinople. 





Vienna, 16th February. 

Rumours are current here which state that 
Austria is about to negotiate a loan, and that 
‘she is in concert with England. 

Athens, 16th February. 

The Turkish troops have Ueen defeated ‘by 
theinsurgents in Thessaly. The insurrectiouary 
movement in Crete and Thessaly against 
‘Turkish rule is spreading. 

Washington, 16th February. 
the Senate has adopted a bill rendering 
er dollars a legal tender. ‘The maximum 
coinage is to be four millions monthly. 

Coustautinople, 17th February. 

‘Two Freuch irouclads havo arrived off the 
Dardanelles, 























Athens, 17th February. 

Greece is increasing her armaments, 

‘London, 18th 

‘Vhe Earl of Derby, this eveuin, lying 
to a question in the House of Lords, said that 
the Congress of the Powers had made no pro- 
gress. The Government, he eaid, bad received 
no information that Russian troops bad eu- 
tered Constantinople, but he had just received 
a despatch referring to a possible Russian ad- 
vance on Gallipoli, which the Government 
had not yet had time to consider. 

Constantinople, 18th February. 

‘Tho Russians have evacuated the Samadie 
redoubt, which they occupied on the 15th 
instant. 














London, 19th February. 
‘Tho Earl of Derby, in the House of Lords, 
replying toa question, said the withdrawal 
of the British Fleet to Mudania was eolely be- 
eause of the better anchorage to be found 
there. A despatch of Lord Salisbury ap- 
proves the Viceroy’s Klielat policy, but 
desires. the avoidance of ‘measures which 
would imply the permanence of British troy 
mQuite 
‘The British ironclad equadron has gone 
from Mudania to Touzla, 














19th February, 
German Parlia- 
ment Prince speech daring 
which he expressed his disbelief in the likeli- 
hood of « General Enrepean War arising from 
the Eastern Question, ‘There was nothing, he 
‘aid, in the peace conditions which had changed 
the attitude of Germany. Germany will not 
interfere, Jut is willing to mediate, and cannot 
favour an alliance of Germany, Austria, and 
England ‘against Russia, A meeting of an 
European Congress is now certain. 
‘Vienna, 19th February. 
Inthe Austrian Chamber of Deputies to-day, 
the President of the Austrian Council of Min: 
isters declared that Austria would preserve the 
interesta of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, 
and would object to any shifting of the balance 
of power in Europe. 
Constantinople, 20th January, 
Server Pacha, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
has tendered ‘his resignation, which the 
Sultan has accepted, 
London, 21st Februa 
In the House of Commons to-night the 
Chancollor of the Exchequer (Sir Stafford 
Northcote), replying to a question respecting 
the proposed vetupation of Gallipoli by the 
@, said that the result of tho nego 
which had taken place was that 
had undertaken not to occupy Galli- 
poli, the Bulair lines, or the Asiatic side of 
the’ Dardanelles, and that England, on her 
part, undertakes not to laud troops there. 
Sir Stafford Northcoto said it was probable 
that the additional Navy estimates would 
not now be req ‘In the House of 
Lords, the Earl of Dorby, replying to a que. 
tion, said that the obstacles which threatened 
the meeting of the European Conference at 
Baden-Baden had now 
Conference would assemble in about 
yht. ‘Tho House of Lords bas paseod 
Bill fora epplementary ‘vote of six mil- 
lions, ‘The Earl of Beaconsfield anid tho 
money was required because all Europo was 
armed to the teeth. 
‘Tho Army Estimates for 1877-1878 amouut 
ixteen millions, being an increase of 
£490,000 over those for 1876-1877. The in- 
crease is chiefly devoted to war material, 
‘The votes for the Army Auxiliary Forces are 
set down at £625,199. 
22nd Feb, 


Several of the London papers ansert that 
the Porte now refuses to adhere to the peace 
conditions with Russia, incluling the sur- 
render of the Turkish fleet. ‘he Russians 
have occupied Rustchuk. ‘Tbe ‘Turks have 
evacuated Eraeroum. 


Glippings. 


they are just now adopting a novel metho 
in India of giving change of air to people who 
canaot afford to go away from home. Fatiente 
are to go up ina balloon, which asconds to « 
certain height, and is thero wade captive, It 
seems that a few daya in this atmos. 
phere, which is quite different from that in 
the plains underneath, firmly braces up the 
most limp of inv: 





In today’s 














































































_ You boys ought to be very kind to your 
little sisters. L once knew a little boy who 
rablow over theeye. Although 
she didn't slowly pine away and die in the 
early summer time, when the June rosea were 
blowing, with words of sweet forgi on 
her rapid lips, she rose up and hit him over 
the head with a rolling pin, #0 that he couldn't 
go to Sunday school for more than a month, 
on account of not being able to put his best 
hat on 1"—Mark Tai 




















An interesting meeting was held in Blythe: 
wood Church on Tuesday with five young 
gentlemen who are about to proceed to Chi 
to establish » mission on the Yang-tae-kiang 
in connection with the Church of Scotland, 
Several appropriate addreasea wore delivered, 
and one Rev. gentleman from the North 
cautioned the new missionaries not to mal 
their reports as to the progress of their work 
mere skilful sensational writings, with the ob- 
Jeet of draming upon the purses f the people 
‘of Glasgow and elsewhere, but at all times to 
paint the dark as well as the bright side of 
the pieture.—@lasgow Weekly Herat, 
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It in anid that much indignation is expressed 
in Berlin papers at the conduct of the citizens 
toward the members of the Chinese Legation 
who may happen to walk the streets. ‘The; 
tre followed by crowds and thelr enes pulled, 
to the great delight of the populace. The 








police have orders to arreat all offenders, and 
Aohool teachers have been directed by the 
Government to urge 


decent behaviour in this 








ceived from the craft in aubscrip- 


tions, donations, &c,, the total sum of £42,627 





8s, Lid, ; exceeding the total receipts of 1876 
ed 


bby £3,000, Of the £42,627 8a. 11d, 
iu 1877, the Royal Masonic Ben 
stitution for Aged Freemasons and the Wido 
of ived £16,411 19s, 5d.; the 
Royal Maronic Institution for Boys, £14,315 
9, 6d.; and the Royal Maconio Inatitution for 
Girls, £11,900. ‘The total receipta of the three 
ivatitutions for 1877 are the largest yet cb- 
tained by them in one year, and the amount 
subscribed to the Benevolent Inatitution, the 
youngest by many years of the three Masonic 
institutions, consideratfly exceeds the sum 
which any of these institutions has collected 
in ono year. This institution has now on its 
Looks 145 male annuitants, receiving £40 » 
year each ; 130 widows receiving £32 a year 
ench ; and 13 widows receiving baif their lato 
husbands’ annuities, or £20 year each. ‘Tho 
Royal Masonio Institution for Boys boards, 
clothes, and educates at the present time 186 
boys ; and the Royal Masonic Institution for 
Girls 162 girls, 



































Iudoed, wo may any that the country is 20 
bound by Lord Derby's emphatic language, 
that unless Russia violates one of his three 
conditions, and threatens Egypt, or anuexes 
Constantinople, of without’ the. coneeut of 
Europo claims for herself a sole right of 
passing tho Dardanelles, war for Turkey, or 
war in auy form whioh would benefit Tur! 
would bo a breach of faith. We cannot ace 
road of escape from thie proposition, which 
wo understand to be accepted as correct by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or imagine 
how, after theso assuranc is possible 
houourably to argue that England ooght to 
go to war, either for Tarkey, or interests” 

than shoo #0 carefully and repeated! 

pe ‘Tumi enough 
to auuex Constantinople, or demand that the 
Black Sea shall beoome's mare clauum for 
everybody except herself, or to threaten the 
Suez Canal, grounds of war would be 
lished ; but whore is there the faintest evid- 

Russa will do anything of the kind, 
or where the necessity for ‘precautions * 
1g ents 80 completely contrary to the 
interests of the only Power which can ea- 
doavour to create them t—-Spectator. 


























‘An amusing story has roached our ears, the 
subject of which will likely form matter for 
enquiry in the Summary Jurisdiction Court 
Nery shortly, Ttappeare that « woman named 
Cum San Yeo died recently, leaving behind 
her a son and au adopted aun and daughter, 
with proporty to the value of some $30,000. 
The son, as the legal heir, bas taken posses- 

jon of the whole of this ‘property, and was 
deaf to the claims of the adopted son and 
daughter to share in the spoil. Laat night 

go-between waited upon the son and told 
him that, in order to avoid litigation, he 
should compromixe the matter by paying the 
adopted daughter $1,000. This be flatl 
refused to do, but said he would not be hard- 
hearted and was willing to hand over $300 or 
$400. . The yo-between, on hearing this, 
suddenly became possessed of the ghost of the 
departed Cum San Yeo, and set up a howling, 
Not satisfied with this ghostly behaviour, she 
commeuced (impelled of course by the ghost) 
aught on the furniture and 
iderable damage. The 
ghost became a little relieved by these means, 
and tho lawyers are to complete the mission 
of the go-between ; but whether the adopted 
children bave a ghost of « chance to recover 
any of the $30,000 or not, we are not ina 
position to say.—China Bail, 
‘The ovila of disafforestation are felt more or 
Jess in nearly all countries, for in nearly all 
bas the mistake been of unduly and 



























uunscientifically clearing the land of old timber, 
without educating new; but in no country 
has the evil been worked to such an extent, 
nowhere aro its disastrous consequence so 
clearly marked, as in the huge neighbouring 
Empire of China; and with such an example 
before her, #0 clear, so forcible—the blindness 
of Japan, if the same errors be committed 
here, will be little short of “judicial.” In 
the Chinese Empire, the rapacity of officials, 
who have had to fill long purses during a 
short tenure of office; the frequency of rebel- 
Yions, during which vast tracts of land have 
been ruthlessly devastated ; and the necessities 
of an ignorant, untaught, teeming population, 
which has been utterly reckless in the destruc: 
tion of growing timber ;—all these causes 
together, in the abseueo of any goverumental 
spervision of forests, have finally resulted 
in the absolute disafforestation of provinces, 
whose area in square miles has to be reckoned 
by the million ; until it positively pays to 
import timber from far distant places for the 
use of the builder, the joiner, the carpenter, 
—even of the chatcoal buruer. While to tl 
lamentable error may be mainly traced, 
their primary cause, the 
scarcity, of increasin, 
at last culmins 




















Instead 













8 aud varying the monotony of 
affording shelter for man and 

‘nutriment for the ground. 
f the truth 
| are ono— 
tige of a forest, not a 
6 shrabs have been cut 
li its desola- 
skeduess of 





the land."—Japan Times. 


‘The Nove remya, in anarticle, publishedon 
the 17th Jan., on the proposed terms of peace, 
aaye:——"If wo try to please everybody we 
may not satisfy anybody. The liberation of 
Bulgaria alone hae cost ue 20 much trouble 
and #0 many sacrifices, and yot very little has 
been attained for the iL interests of Russia, 
By the incorporation of Batouin, Ardahan, 
Kars, and Bajazet our trontiers 
would, no doubt, be more secure ; but they 
wore already sectro before. The key to the 
Black Sea and to the whole of our southern 
provinces is and remaius the Bosphorus ; and 
‘0 long as that key is not in her pocket Itussia 
cannot be at rest. At the end of the war 
Russia will bo placed before the dilemma of 
either respecting the interests of all Europe 
and sscriflcing her own, or looking after her 
own intereats and leaving Europe to take cs 
of hers, It ought not to be difficult for us 
decide which alternative to adopt, expe 
when wo look a little more clos 
European interests which are set up in op) 
tion to ours. It is stated that one of 
European interests is tho Dardanelles ; bu 
not that an empty phrase? No France, 
nor Italy, nor Austria, nor Germany has pver 
ished for access to the Black Sea; it 



































England that desires it—England, who aspi 
to 
We 





lominion over all the straits in the world, 
hould like to ask whether we have really 
war in order to satiafy everybody. 
wnd to grant to England 
and all Europ. ‘antage which the allies 
after the Crimean war were unable to obtain 
m Turkey syers or threats— 
namely, the opening of the Dardanell 
the Bosphorus to their fleets? S 
Sion i preporterous, Under p 
of war can only enter the Black 
permitted to do so by the Porte; and it will 











































not obtain such permission so long as Turkey 
th us. If we should at any time 
wal por 





the Porte, by means of inoney or arm, 
iy itself with us; and then no hostile 
ship would appear off our coasts. Bat if ti 

Dardanelles were free to all the Powers, E 
Jand would bave the power to make demo: 
strations, uot only at Malta and in Besika 
Bay, but in the face of a Russian port. Of 
course we do not 
‘advantage’ as this, Ei 
war, Russia preferred the complete closing 
of the Dardanelles to their being opencd to 
the fleets of all uations, aud she will certaiuly 
not accept the latter alternative now. If the 
Dardanelles are to be opened at all, they 


























must only be opened for the Russian fleet.” — 
Pall Mall Budget, 









METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
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PASSENGERS. 
Deranrep, 

Per str. Namoa, for Tiontsin—Mr. Moe 
Gregor, For Chefoo—Mr. W. B, Chalmers, 

Per ate. Dragon, for Nagasaki—Mr. J. G. 
Thirkell, 

Por atr, Hankow, for Cbinkiang—Mossrs, 
A. G, Wood and W. George, For Kinklang— 
Messrs, A. Campbell and H. T. Wade, 

Per atr. Ajax, for Amoy—Mr. 0, M. 
Donaldson, For Singaporo—Mr. Soupor. For 
London—Mra, Taylor and Mr. Robertson. 

Per str. Appin, for Tientsin—Messrs. Low. 
der and Pollook, 

Haining, for Tientsin—Messra, 
ay aud David Zanseck, 
Per str. Kiang-foo, for Hankor 





















Cockburn, Rev. Mr. Patson, Rev. Mr. and 
Mrs, Ewen, Rev. Mr. and Mrs, Wood. For 
Wauhu—Mr, J. D. Crawford and sorvant. 





Per steamer Chinkiang, for Canton—Mr, 
Koeselitz, 

Per str, Shanghai, for Chinkiang—Mr, 
Moras, 

Per str, Pautah, for Tieutsin—Dr, Irwin, 

Por str. Nagoya Maru, for Nagasski— Dr, 
J. W. Hue, Messrs. A. Suenson and W. Pal 

i Tex and J, 

— Messrs. Lloyd, 
Rough, Wm, 100, 

For San Frane 









Aitchison, Davi 

M. efe, J. H. Mudie, 

cisco—Mr, OC, O, Malach. 
ARRIVED, 

Per str. Glamis Castle, from London—Mr, 
and Mrs. Ewen, Mr. and Mra. Wood, Rev. G, 
Cockburn, Messrs, Paton, Grob and Mayou, 

Per P. & 0. ste. Geelong, from Southamp- 
ton—Dr, A. Irvin, Messra, W. E. D. Bigsby 
and A. Wooll A 
Dent and servant. From Hongkoog— 

F. Aitcheson, Madie, V. Poulson, Suenson, 
G. Morris d servant, Rough, and Sings 
hung au 

Per str. 
Er ate, Europe, from Foochow—De. Hi 

ats, Burope, from Foochow—De. Ha 
Messrs. Pollock and Lowder. 3 

Per str. Kiangleen, from Ningpo — Mr, 
Goldin, 

Per ate, Nagoya Maru, from Japan—Mra, 
Mackrill Smith, Messrs, J. J. Macbeth, and 
Macinoff. 

Per str. Shanghai, from Hankow—Messrs, 
S. P. Dosmanoff and F. Peil. 

Per str. Hochung, from’ Hongkong—Mr, 
Burnett. 

Per str, Chinkiang, from Hongkong—Miss 
‘Nelson aud M Hoffmann. 

Per . Pautah, from Tientsin—Mesare, 
Losch and Myers. 

M str. Haining, from Tientsin—Mr. E. D. 
om 


Per str. Appin, from Tientsin—Mr. Stent 
and Mr. Wadiwan, 

Per str. Qhintung, from Tientein—Messra, 
FE. Wright and J. D. Cla 

‘Per str. Glenfinlas, fro 
Mrs. Birch, Me 

Per atr. Ki 
©. A. Skatschkoff, 


Lzavino. 
Per P.&O. str. Khiva, for Venice—Mr,, 





























vant. 
Fung-shun, from Tientsin—Mr, Ry 





























ndon—Mr. and 











Henry Hertz. For Hongkong—Meurs. J, 
MoDonald and H, Moss, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


302 Che H.-C, Herald and S.C. -& C. Gazette. Man. 21, 1878 








EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS,—SEASON 1877-8. 





‘&e.—Continued. 


























































































TO GREAT BRITAIN, &e. ] TO GREAT BRITAIN, 
Vesam’s Name, |Darz| CAFE) Brace. |Gness.| Torat. | Vessai’s Nawz, | Darz| CHRARED 
Piculs,_| Picals. | Pioals, 
Gleneagles 20,510.89 20,510.89)Lombardy 
Loudoun Castio 19,007.02 19,007.02\ Hesperia’ 
* 17,003.75] 17,003.75) 1» 
» 16,648.20 15,648, 20Sindis 
Braemar Castle 5, | ... 18,229.78] 18,229.78) 9, 
Gteokyon. June), 17,500.63 17,500.68] biva 
+3. BR. Worcester s.v.| ... 1) ay 8,717.53} 8,717,531 
Ava 2 1,006. 16) 1,006. 16)Ulysses 
2 5.21) 5.21|Yangtaé 
4 15,475.97 eal 
Catty Sark....av.) Gy 10,001.20} 10,001,20,Jeraestem 
Stad Amsterdams. § 17,336.22 17,336 22\Geelong 
Hankow .. ies 27,061.81 27,061.81| 
: cs 3,698.72) 3698.72 
9}Bombay z ‘0.19| ” 30. 19{Deweatio 
9lLondon | 10,582.17] 10,532,17)Black Addo 
Ws, 6,720.47) 6,720.47| Woollahra 
Mo» 14,593.56) 14,593.56)Ava 
1g 2,124 09) 2124.00» 
16) 34.74) 83.03) Egeria 
19) 10,765.70 10,831.35] 5. 
18) 2,172.13 2,172.13)Nizam 
23) 8,365.04 8,365.04) ~ 1]Bombay 
23INi 1,549.99] 1,549.99 i}Caleutta 
23) 4,505.49] 5713.71\Gh [London 
” 231Bombay 22.89) 33.72/Glenfinlas Pi 
hae 23\Hongkong | 13.77 13.77/Amazoue.. 
“Gordon Cattle.. ,, 23\London 16,014.57] 16,456.11) oy 
Glongy % 13,183.09) 192.38) 13,305.47/Centurion . 
Meneiaus 7,376.42| 327.96] 7,704.38|Zambesi .. 
Hoogly 20.27]. 20.27) 
8.70) 8.70) 
2,182.1 2,444 85) 
7,508.71] 
5,136.39] 
6.6/| 
7.8) 
2,476.54) 
5,870.29) 
1.00) 


14/Singapore 


























































































































14 Foon, 
1. . 
43.26) 
1.60) L 
112.38] 155. 
6,191.65) 317.1 
6,017.80) 017.1 
9,204.17] 204. 
489.50) 008.07} »» 
16,084.42 238, 84|Iracuaddy London 
11,665.04 11,746.74) | ‘Bombay 
75.50) 75.50|Patroclus [London 
5,864.36) 7,111.73|Geelong ” 
0.90| '109.32|__ Bombay 
pal 3,669.94 3,669.94/Tigre London 
i] 1,437.08} 2,156.70)» Marseilles 
n 0.80)... 0.80] Achilles London 
yy 1,546.85] 375.85) _1,922.70Glengyl ” 
16] 10,024.77} 233.08] 10,257.85|Mirzaporo » 
18) 3,595.43) 1,677. Bombay 
» 13} 102.79 [London 
Killarney 20) 1,354.02} Marseilles: 
Albort Vitor, 20 6,047.06) [London 
Nestor. 25] ow 1,665.62) Bombay 
Traonnddy, 25{London | 3,879.29) * 
25|Maracilles 6.14! [Loudon 
» Se 27{London | 9,034.74) ” 
John Milton... ,, Sept], 5,312.86) ” 
Athol ,, nies 1,579.72 » 
Peshawar +s 1,730.63) By 
” 1/Singapore 1.29 28|Marscilles 
Tigre > §!Loudon 304.84 28\London 
oy . 8|Hongkong | ...... » 
Gleneagles . 13|London 2,655.72| ” 
Juan a ers 1,392.57 * 
Antenor 1 on 1,316.51) 14/Bombay 
Lombardy . 215) oe 1,679.52 \——— 
pa - oy | ove 15(Bombay 143.99} 595, 196.47/67,364.82} 662,561.29 
3 
EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS.—SEASON 1877-8. 
‘TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA. ‘TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA.—Continued. 
‘Vesort's Naws, [Dare] CARED | Bice, | Gaeex. Veseru's Name. | Dare| CYHARE | Bsc. | Gaeex. | Tora, 
Picals. | Picals, Piouls, | Piculs. |“ Picule. 
New York] 987.40, 14.39 Tokio Mara Jan 29)New York| 538.39] 2,193.05) 2,731.44 
9} » 458.86) 29|Nagasaki 17.55 17.52 
. 2,212.02 29\Hiogo 1.40) 1.40 
1. 19)Nagasakd 3 LgolNew York! 451.73! “Fi9.221 1,170.96 
EN 





ti 
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EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS.—SEASON 1877-8. 
TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA. TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND AMERICA.—Continued. 


fs Cuxanxp 
Vassn’s Naw. | Dare | COME 

















‘Vasseu’s Name. | Dare, Brack. | Greex. | Toran, 









7" Piculs. | Piculs. |~ Picals, 
[Biroshima Marus.s,|Nov. 8\Chicago | 703.20; 703.20 
§)San Freiscol , 0.45) 119.66) 120.12 
12\New York| 675.56) 5,498.81] 6,174.37 
10\New York} 18.33) 3,549.45| 3,567.78 
23} 29.95 287.66) 316.91 
23|¥okohama| 1.95 1.95 
5|New York] 43.90! 9,018.05] 9,061.95 
6 5,292.83) 5,292.83 







Juily10}Yokoliatns| 
sw» WA} W'diontock} 

































Nagoya Maru 
Stentor Hiroshima Maru: Ps 150.15) 150.15 
|Hiroshima Maru 4/Yokohama . 5.28 
\Glenlyor [Dec.12\New York 24.94 





‘Saikio Maru 522.75) 522.75 







Tokio Maru 
7 1,098.64] 1,098.64 
‘Tokio Maru ; 2.51 
Gieore {Tokio Mara ... 7.81] 7.81 
1,796.93] 1,796.93 






(Gordon Castle. 
‘Sir Lancelot .. 









4,732.54) 4,732.54 




















Nagoya Mare 
Nagoya Marn, Iden State... 5, 6,859.25] 6,860.90 
Hiroshima Mara Patroclas = 70.72] * 70.72 

= ‘Corea is 1,867.66] 1,779.32 
Gleneagles Hiroshima 90.85] "90.85 
Antonor 164.78) 164.78 






(City of Limerick * 92} 4,506.79] 4,741.71 































‘Tokio Mara 
\Nagoys Maru. 2.57] " 13.47] "16.04 

Saikio’ Mara <.. 263.23 263.23, 
Loudoun Castie ;, 5.40, 14.42 
‘Nagoya Mara. 115.49: 115.49 
‘San F'ciaco] 2.27; 2.27 

9|New York 29|Nagasaki 3.24 3.24 

9) ». 9New York 508.08 508.06 

9) 3,074.20, 3,074.20 





19) 17] 3,841.33 4,023.50 


13,858.51]102,310.60, 116,169.11 



































SHANGHAI SILK AND OPIUM RETURNS, FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE 1, 1877. 





FROM IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. 

















SILE. 
‘To To Hoxo- 
To To Saran 
Conner evar, | Mansnisizs oem | gyttioa, — [R0%o\Coust Fon] Toran Cums, | gy,rgnniveno, | GMND Tord, 

Bale, Bala, Baten, Bales. Balen, Bates, 
Total as per last Report aes 21,554 3130 016 % 
‘nbeeqnent Shipments 1,089 1,065 ’330 

19088 32,618 ~~ 5400 








OPprium™m. 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED lérx MARCH, 1878. 





Mauna, Parva. Brsanes. Panstax, 





























IuvonteD 
Gus aueae mended ms Chest 
ported aud stored om boar 18300 
Imported and tranahipped Yor reexportation without being stored oa baa . . 

Tircriving Veaele or ianiied 1% 1800 

sported direct tothe abore 5 rf 

Tota Tis 11800 3600 | us wsco | + 400 

anded from Recelviug Veuels and intended chiety for Local coneansption| 44 mus | 7 85.20 3300 





Guiantng, | Webo. | Kistig. | Haskor. | net, | tieatin, Newchwang| xine, | Footow. | Tots 











































lone. west.orte wenelonts. Went. englonn weitone. wait foms, WybelCton Webt 
1eeh Nea] 98 "Sh.0) st emer) owen] 
° oseaasesHh 29] T “S40 2 “aso 
S69 | i io 
a) 1s.) Hath 
.| nary 0.70) 5 500) 42 4200) 2 Heol 8 wa etal. | OD 





SOTTO W-1From commencement of New Season, 22nd September, 1877.) 





Hoxoxoxo, &<. Coast & Rivenin: Ponts, Javan. Toran, 





‘Prana. Picals, 


Export, | Reexport.} ZM5% ) Export. | Re-export Export. 





Picals 
105,409.05 
9801.62 


109,210.87 


Picule, 
13,183.57 
‘978,00 


14,0L6T 


Picola, Picola 
8541.55 939.98 
230022 


39,8885 








‘dubeequent Shipments... 
‘Total 








‘5,705.98 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 20rz MAROH, 1878, 


Anervats.—The P. & O. steamer Geelong, with the London mails of let February; the steamers Hesperia from 
Hamburg, Glamis Castle from London, Ulysses from Liverpool, and the ships Rutlandshire from London, Commerce and 
Chocorua from New York. 














PIECE GOODS.—The past wock bas been » very busy one in the plain Cottons department of our market, Clearances have been 
‘heavy and sales large, and notwithstanding that Reuter’s last as to the homo export ta all China for the firat half of March is a bit of 
gerer—-9,000,000 yarde—importers are nursing the thought that if the present pace ia kept up there will soon be a big hole mado in 
stocks. 
Rates, as yet, on the whole, cannot be quoted higher, but in many instances thoy atill favor sellers, and probably, as the war 
correspondent pus it, we may shortly se ‘san advance along the whole line,” 

‘The Taku and Fungehun arrived from Tientsin on the morning of 16th iistant, and brought dates thence to the 13th, the ice in the 
Peiho having broken up some ten days carlier. Their news was conflicting. The foreigners here made it better ; the natives said it 
as wort, Uut it was followed by » busy Saturday and a very active Monday, and eo the weight of evidence may be taken as favoring 
tthe foreigners? views, 

Chefoo has sent down considerable orders, and a portion of them has been filled. 

ices from Hankow also are encouraging, the demand being lively, and Grey Goods selling at better than the equivalent ot 
ing bere. 

‘For Chinkiang too there has been more doing on this market, 

Bu the letters from Japan continue fall ofthe yen decline and consequent stoppage of trade, At the samo timo our dealers hi 
resumed operations for the markets of that country, 

Bhirtings.—It is no looger «the day of small things” in Sh-lbs. Last week the records disclosed aale of 69,000 pieces Hagle in 

‘One line, and this week they bear testimony to one of 84,000 pieces Warrior. ‘The latter was effected on the morning of the 18th inst., 
and by noon of that day tho whole were resold to the trade, at a trifling profit to the clique who seoured them from the importer, whose 
telling price. was Tis’ 1.3) per pivce, ‘The lot will probably be datributed, as follows +400 bales to Japan, 400 to’ Nowchwang, 
200 to ‘Tientsin, 250 to Cliefoo, 200 to Chinkiang, 50 or 100 to Ningpo, and the balance in our immediate neighbourhood. ‘The rate shows 
' fall of 5 candareous per piece on the provious sales of the chop, but the decline does not seem to have affected the general market, for 
at the auotion yesterday C.P.H. makes went a trifle dearer, and other holders have sold their goods at about their provious standarda. 
‘ibs, have been wanted again, and a fow have changed hands at an improvement in 61bs, also have beoa in request, but 
nothing has been done in them, offers generally being too low ; aud » good enguiry has prevailed for Acawy Shetings, rolling in businons 
to extent of close upon 45,000 pieces. ‘The finer descriptions have been dealt in chiefly, and the prices for the most part have remained 
as last quoted, viz., Tle, 2.16 @ 2.17 per piece for Dewburat’s X and Tis, 2.494 for their Tunsin Bagle. 

White Shirtings.—56 Roeds—ordinary, have advanced, and 14,000 pieces of 64-Reede aro reported sold at Tl 
Ordinary, ‘Tis, 1.774 for good, and Tis, 1.83} for Tai-wo Stag, ‘Low 64-Reeds have been asked fo 

T-Cloths. tlements of 7-Ibe, exceed 35,000 pieces, principally ordin 
‘impro' hroughout. The ciass which was moveable at only at Tis, 
per pioce advance, and transactions in Double Cash aro reported at Tis, 1 
‘worth only Tis, 1.81 a 1,82, but Stewart's S.T. is again quotable at Tis, 1.30, and the 
the auction prico of this day week. Chop Dollar has been quitted at Tis. 1,42 per piece. ‘Tho 
tranpired. "Double Cash 3,000 pieces at Tis, 1.344 nett. 5,000 pieces Joss at Tis. 1.35 less 3; 
at Tis. 1.66 per piece, their Cop Dollar realising Tis. 1.62 per piece. 

Drills.—Domand for this articlo has boen slack and few of any kind have been disposed of. Still there is no noticeable change in quotations, 
Americans havo been sold on the basis of Tis, 2.75 for the Massachusetts Flying Horse, and Pagoda at Tis, 2.65 por pieoo ; and the fow 
English sold have realised former rates, Nothing further to report in Datoh. 

Touns.—English and Dutch—Not wanted, American, 640 pieces Beaver reported at Tis, 2.25 per piece. 

of the Boott Cock at Tle, 2.674, and of Fei Mac, Massachusotts at Tis. 2.75 





















































1.50 a 1.55 por picoo for 



















xy 
-D.B. Unicorn Head (black) has m« sustained 
‘ticulars of a small busin 8-lbs, have 
and 1,000 pieces, Dewhurst’s M.'T. X.X, 

















pice 

2.60 per pieo 

‘again, and the reaction was vory marked in the enhanced values paid at the auction yesterday, 

day week were subsequently retold to the dealers at considerable profit, ‘There has been 

in this article reported, Afualins, 1,000 pieces at ‘Tis, 0.674 per piece is the sum total publiehed, Gentian Shirtinga, 
1,950 pieces of these, Blue Stag Head, at Tle, 2.17 per piece appear in the market book. 

‘Woollens havo experienced great flatness throughout, and excepting the one sale of 400 pieces assorted Camlets, M, at Tis. 12.30 por piece, 
there is nothing save the auctious to indicate the course of the market during the past week. The particulars of these will be found 
below. At tho closo there is a demand for Scarlet Long Bills, and the effect has already appeared in th ‘of au advance at toed 
sale of H.D.B, A small salo of U.U, was proviously effected at Tis. 6.50 per piece for scarlet, 




































































0.e. 8. Dare Bice Gentian | Green. | Orange, | ash. 
Camlota, Retail prices 1244 | 1315 | 1250 | 1085 | 1205 
Eile, ” ‘i 655 | 650 | 620| 670] 620 : 
Spanish Stripes, “por'yard 05.43 | 0453| 0.80] 053 | 045 082! O46 
Yorx-Foxo, Scarlet. [Dk. Blue,|Gentian. | Groou. {Orange. [Ash 2|White] Purple, | Black. [Brown] Mauve,| Lt. Gt. | sia! 








Anotion, 14th instant, 











[render] 
11.50 

















12.35 12.10/15 }10.50 10.574 [10.60 
60 20 





40 20 10 10 
(0.513/0.52| osiyo.siy | 0.54 0.51 | 0.49 
24 mi 6 6 6 








Foa-Sixo, 18th inst 

Camlets C,P.H. p. poo. | 

+ Lion ” p. pes. 3 
Hwa-Kee, 16th inst. 















































Camlets A.A.A. p. poo, 11.32} 80 
Sales, pes...) 60 
» LLL. p. pee. $10.75 80 
Sates, pes...! 60 
‘Kin-Ming, 10th inst, 
Camlota O.PH. p. pos. ¥12.41/44 [13.15 [12.50 [10.87 1080 [11.01 11.96 |12.13/28] 500 
Sales, pos...| 350 40 10 19 | ‘10 10 | 30 
Long Ells ,, p. pes. #} 6.54/52 ee 4 500 
Lastings, Lion p. pes. 3] 19.05 40 
+» Elephant p. pes. | 8.80/82. 40 
E-Wo, 20th instant, 
Camlets'H.D.B. p. pes. '¥11.95/963 [12.61 [11.87 [10.025 10.85 11.00 11.434 | 160 
Sales, pos...] 60 20 20 10 10 10 
Long Elle. D.B. p.pee.#! 6.43/51 0 
192 





























a 
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Avortox Saums oF Corrox Goops— 
Fuh Sing.”—18th instant— 
Guay Sumarmas.—t1be, Dechurats Eagle, 450 pieces, at Tie 1.92 0 1.898 per piece. | Warrz Suinrmos—G6-reed Red Pheasant 
250 piece at Tia. 1.25) per piece, Haxpexacurs—4,000 dozen, at Tl. 0.44 o 0.44 per dozen. Vizvers—22.inch Lie 
Woman, 135 pieces, at TI. 0.15 per yard. 
Van Loong.” — : 
Grey Surmrixos—8}-Ibs, Double Cash, 200 pieces, at Tis. 1.50 per piece. T-Crorms—7-Ibe., 1,400 pieces, at Tis, 1.14 for Two Cash, 
‘Tis. 1.273 for Three Cash ; and 8-Ibs. Two Cash, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.364 a 1.363 per piece. Dnriis—I4.lbs. Dragon, 900 
pieces, at Tis. 1.75 per piece. Vutvers—210 pieces, at Ti. 0.15.9 for Three Cash, ‘Th. 0.148} a 0.18.8% for Lie Woman, 
VatvErsess—New Stag, 60 pieces, at Tl. 0.11.9} per yard. 
“ Kin Ming.”—19th instant— 
Gazy Surmrisas—S}-lbs., 5,750 pieces, at Tis. 1.39} for Green Lion, Tis. 1.44 for Blue Lion, Tl. 1.53 a 1.53} for Red Lion, 
‘Tis. 1.73} for Red Ram. T-Cuots—T-lbs. Rising Sun, 250 pieces, at Tle. 1.31 per piece, Dnizzs—14-Ibs. Green Peacock, 150 
pieces, at Tis. 1.739 per piece. 
“Nie Kee.” — 
Torxey Rep Cascmnics—Fisherman, 1,980 pleces, at Tis. 1.503 for 24-Ibs., Tis. 1.55} a 1.53 for 24-Ibs., Tis. 1.58 a 1.58} for 28-Ibs., 
‘Dis, 1.70 for 3-lba, ; Lizard 130 pieces, at Tis. 1.48 a 1.56} per pieces for sundry weights ; and Sun and Bull Head (Fenta), 
645 pieces, at Tis. 1.31 a 1,46} for sundry weights, 
“E-Wo.”—20th instant— 
Grey Smnrxos—8}, 











1,350 pieces, at Tle. 1.39 a 1.383 for Lion and Flag, Tle. 1.63 a 1634 for Green Unicorn Head, and Blue 






























































































































‘Tis. 1.72 per piece ; Sf-lbe, Blue Unicorn Head, 250 pieces, at Tle. 2.20 per piece, T-Cuorns—7-lbs, Blue Unicorn Head, 350 
pieces, at'Tler1.32'0 1.324 per piece. Warrre Srors—150 pieces, at Tia. 1.75 a 1.75} per piece, Wiurs BRocapes—160 pieces, 
Bt Tie, 1.733 @ 1.723. 
Miscxuiaxzovs— . 
‘Warm Sumarxos—65-reed, 400 pieces, at Tis. 1.624 per piece, Anmmrcan Suxerixas—Cock, 400 picces, at’Tls, 2.674 per picoo. 
QUOTATIONS—Dory Par. Dorr.* QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam. Dorr.® 
@, B, Gnev Saretmxs Pome, Trme)  Tam.e Tome, Tme.| Te. mc. 
‘elbe. £9 in, 384 yds.  LL2to Ld Oamuxre, Rngliab, 88 nom, a 30.8.0 4,12.3.0 
Tbs... 123 GG, » 11.6.0, 
1.4.0 88G;, }, 117.0, 0.0.5 
130 HDB. }. 11.7.0; 
181 Datoh...... Tie, 5, 19.25 5.20.81 
1.8.0 x Mapiom & Broan Crorus ¥'94.0.7.0 ,, 1 2 
1.9.98, 2.3.5 Sranien Srripes 0.48 5, 0.6.3|¢ O12 | ¢ 
2:4.25,,2.6.74|+ 0.0.8 per pos. oon Be 0.5.4 |, i 
ee 0.5.3 5, 0.6: 3 
@, &, Wrure Suretixes. Loxo Bus” be} 
40 yas, 36 in. 56 R. nom: 1.3.7 6.5.3 g 
60 reed 140 6.5.5 te 
168! 64.5 yy Looe Pa hed 
1.9.0 6.2.5 5, 63.0|} 0-48 | > 
260)| 6.0.0}, 6.5.0 3 
2.6.0 6.2.0 5, 64.0 $ 
6.1.0 5, & 
Danis, Am.40y430In 1516. 28.0 rae & 
Binglisb, "4, 14 a 15-ibe 190|( 19 FF 
Bo, fine’ to Finest 23.5|( OL0 Lasrixos, 30 yi #'p0.8.0.0 £011.00 ; 
Datob, 13 @ 14}-l 2.0.5 Cuare Lasrinos, 30yas.nm. ,, 3.7.0 ,, 8.0.0]} 
Crart Lustres 3.0.0, 3.5.0 
Juans, Dh,,Bont,40y4.30in.841ba1.9.0 ,, 2.0.0 Pram—Do. Black. 32.0.0}, 3.9.0 
English ,, », §¢ Sjlbs...1.25,, 1.80/$ 0.0.78 Onteans—Fig., 30 on 25.0, 3.2.5] %20 per pea 
American ,, nom. 1.3.6 j, 2.2.0 ‘Special Colors & Patterie "> 3.5.0 ", 
‘Metals and Sundries. 
Sunerixas— QoioxstivEs 2.0.0 per pol, 
Amr, 40 yds. 364 38in. 16Ibs. . eae Taw Puaras—id x 1 
Eng, = y, » 14a 161b pre Small ,, 04.0 
Ino Wine—No. i. 
T-Crorns— nom, 025 
6-Ibs, 24yde. 32in. Ord. 1 B25 5 6.5.0 
Tlbs, 24yds. 32in. Ord. one Srnasts Tix, Fong Hing. |, 15.5.0 15.6.0 
6-Ibs, Blo: 10.4 Fok Chok. 4, 15.0.0 4 1250 5 
Tbs. 5 Common chops, %, 12.0.0 5,16.0.0 
Bto Sp-lbs. | Srex:, . 6.0 * 
Better kinds and XX ORB cis 
Banprenonters— 6.0 
Blue 28 a 31 in.... # ds. 0.5.4 0. 
Brown nom. 0.4.2 gg 1. ” 
avorrep SnimrinanWhite ¥ po. 1.85|" 0.1.0 per pee. on 
Dyed nom. 230] O15 *y, Nannon Tnox— 
O10 Dawes’ Hest 
Brooapes—White40yds.5, 4 1.7.54, 19.0] O15 3, B. Rogers, Sous & Co, 2.1.0 ,, 
Dyed vesswensyy ss 25.0 55 27.0 Belgian 16.2 9.1.7.2 
Damasxs, Dyed, 40 yds 45.0 0.2.0 ” La it crown. 1.8.8 9.0 af 
Gaxrux Suinzivar 245] 015 3 Bar—Dawes 235 
Onixts—Assorted ...nom. 14.0 Roun 2.3.0 3.5 
Blue. L171 go7 Leav-L Bu... nom, pe, 6.0. 
Brown 117|% 07» Common Brande...) 5.0.0 ), 5.0.5 ” 
Searlot wo. 5 65 Cortox, Common, New. ;, 10.0.0 10.5.0 
Puinrey TwiLis—24/25 yd 2.2.0 ledium % 12.0.0 7112.0.0 “ 
50/62 5s 42.0/) 0.0.7 per 30 yds. ‘Now Best. ty 14.0 11.7.0 
tbs 247420316 38 {78 Sot hie, No.1 0.0 ,, 6.5.0 
. Ribs, 24y4,2a31b, 32in, nom, 17 ite, Swatow, No. 6.0.0 5, 6.5. “ 
‘Son 5} 0.1.5 perpee. £20" See 
17] ons, 480, 520 i 
5.4.0 . 
A { OLS » 2607 600 a 
0.0.34 per 30 yas. 3.8.05, 4.2.0 * 
Dnerries, 12 yas, 37 io, 201) 996 Brown, Swatow, 3.0.0 }, 3.4.0 4 
41 6.0] { 0-0-6% per pee. Comino: 24.05, 280 
Mosuina, 12 yds. 42in. nom. 7.0} 0.0.34 45 Canton 28.0 5, 3.2.0 3 
Yarx—Corror—Nos. 2% a 1.0.0} 0.7.0 per pol. +» Com: 20.0,, 240 
* Halkwan Sycee Tis, 100=Shanghal Carrescy Tis, 111.40. + Cargo quotations, 
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QUOTATIONS—Dory Paw. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Pam. Dory.* 








‘Purege Black 


0.1.5 per box. 
100 8g, feet 





* Haikwan Sycee Tis. 100=Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. + Cargo quotations, 














PREIGHTS.—Almatia, American schooner, 387 tons, Hakodadi to Tientsin, 20 lay days, $0.40 per picul ; Fe Me Not, British 
‘schooner, 232 tons, Shanghai to ‘Tientsin, 10 lay days, $0.33 par pical ; Hebe, British barque, 242 tons, Shanghai to Tientsin, 14 lay day 
$0.83 per, piu; Capella, Swedish bargue, 279 tone, Shanghai to Tents, 10 lay days, $0.88 per pical-—Nowohwang to S 
days, $0.28 per picul ; Puitsing, Bri p, S15 tous, Nagasaki and back, 28 lay day. $2,145, tn fall; Joyce Phillips, British bar 
514 tons, Nagasaki and back, 20 lay days, $2.25 por tou coal ; Supreme, British ship, 834 tous, Nagasaki and back, 25 lay days, 32,1 
in full; Norman Court, British barque, Newchwang to Swatow, 28 lay days, $0.28 per picul ; Glenfinlas, British steamer, 993 tons, 
Chinkisng to Whampos, 12 lay days, 2 mace por pioul ; West Slaniey, British steamer, 782 tons, Chinkiang to Whampoa, dispatch, €0.18, 

er picul ; Yangteze, British steamer, 915 tous, Chinkiang to Canton, dispatch, $0.22.2 per picul ; Argentino, British steamer, 850 tons, 
fewchwang to Swatow, 14 lay days, $0.34 per picul. 

METALS.—Thero is, as yot, no improvement to chronicle in this department. In Nail-Rod Iron there is simply nothing doing, but » 
parcel of Swedish Bar has been disposed of at auction at Tis. 2.55 a 2.60 per picul. For Lead—Offers of Ts, 5.00 per picul cash continue 
to bo offered and declined, ‘Quicksilver, ‘Tin and Copper shew no change, ut 250 boxes of Tin Places have changed bands at Tie, 4.00 
cath. 

. KEROSENE,—This article bas been very dull of sale, and since the arrival of the Commerce aud Chocorua from New York, buyers 
‘have almost withdrawn from the market. Our quotations to-day, are therefore purely nominal, 

COTTON,—In this there has beon rather more doing, but at a decline of about 1 wace in the value of the finer staples, The stocks on the 
‘epot are light, but if any demand were springing up, the receipts would quickly respond, 

EXCHANGE.—Sterling rates have fluctuated but st the week under review, and close very steady, There is no change to 
notice in quotations on India and Hongkong. = 
































Noon. 
CLOSING RATES OF EXCHANGE. r PRICES OF BULLION. 
Ox Loxpoy,—Bank Drafts, Tel. Transfers... 5s. 4d. YTI. || Lvrenesr per annum on first-class securities 8 %.—Nom. 
oy ABIDE... Bes 4d. || Muxtout Doutans.—72.7 Tle. per 100 Dollars. 








3 at 6 ma Canouvs DoutaRs.—87.3 5 vy 











its, at 6 m/e... 5e. Bid. Prxix¢ Gor Bars.—98 Touch, 181.50 Taels, Shanghai Currency per 
Bills with Documents, 6 ms... 5s. 534. } ‘Bar of Te, 9.7.2 Chas-ping weight. 
On Panis.—Banks at 6 months’ sight....... Fes. 6.88 | Harmwax Srcee—i11.4,0 Taels Shanghai Currency per 100 Taels 
Credits, at 6 months’ sight ...... Fes. 6.93 *) Haikwan weight, 
Bills with Documents, 6 m/s. ... Fes. 6.94 "|| canton Srexn—-109.9°Taels Shanghai Currency per 100 ‘Tacle 
Ow Catcurra,—Bank Bills, demand ..,....Rs, 303 a 309 ¥ 100 Tle, ‘Canton weinht (nominal.) 
Ox Bowmay.— wane Re, 308.309 ,, ‘|| Bar Smven.—998 Touch or 174 Betterness, Shanghai Currency per 
On Hoxcxoxe.—| demand 273 per cent. disc. 100 Taels, Canton it 11.2.5. 


























Private Bills, at 15 days’ right, 28$ per ceut. disc. || Corren Casu.—I,440 por Tael. 
OPLUM.—Receipts of Opium since last report . Mauwa, 1,578 Chests, Bexoat, 245 Chests, 
‘Stock on 7th instant. J: ” 3,001 ” ” 1,281 ” 


” » 1688 


‘Total 
” ” 430 





Deliver 





ce the 7th inatant.. 














Present Stock : i * ” 
“Against Stock same time last year BML He 
Decrease ae 26, wy Decrease S41, 
EXPORTS. 


SILK.—Owing to an improved feoling in the London market with rather higher ales, a good business was transacted here in silk 
Inst week at Tis. 10 per picul advance on the prices quoted for the English mail of the 7th inst. Best and market chop Teatlees 
formed the larger portion of the settlements (a moderate per-centage being on native speculation), with a fairly good demand 
current for Chin-uen-sing’s chop and common Kahing Tayssams—Coarse silks remain unenquired for, whilst re-reels have been 
taken to tho extent of nearly 400 bales (for America principally) at slightly easier rates for market sorts. 

Recent telegrams from Europe are again very disquieting, and there is hardly any business doing this week ; the fow 
parcels of Tsatlees that have changed hands bring prices back again to where thoy were a fortnight since ; holders generally 
‘being desirous of selling ; 

Tsatlees.—The fortnight's purchases include— 
Yakee Chop, Nos.$ and 3}... 
Gock and Worm, Son 3,34 a5 2 
Bowes, Nos. 3, 3h and’. 
Ghuatat” Beaatifal Woaiaa, 
Graabapper and lee Hepat 















Kakings.—Chin-uen-sing’s “Gna-ling” and, ‘‘ Kin-ling” have been taken at Ts. 372 = 17s, 6. and 352} = 16s. 5d., 
and Tze-ke-yuen's “Gna-ling,” “Kin-ling” and “Fung-ling” at Ts. 370 = 17s. 4d., 350 = 16s, 5d. and 330 = 15s, 6d.— 
whilst market sorts have changed hands from Tis. 270 = 12s. 9d. to 315 = 14s. 10d. 

e-reels—Nearly 400 bales have found buyers at Tis. 330 = 15s. 6d. for common to Tis. 415 = 19s. 5d. for best Hainings ; 
recent arrivals have increased stocks, and further supplies are said to be coming forward. 

Coarse Taysaams.—Hardly any business. a 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 18th March, 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 56 to 61, both Nos. inclusive. 








Re-Exrorts axp Tux Dzstixarion. 





Goopr. 








= 








2 s d 
| Fleld . 14 
3 | a2 &| 3 
é z/éle a | 8 
Grey Shirtings 7,000) 750 
 TeOlothi 1000} 1,910) 
White Shivtings . 
Deillt, Engi 00) 
Do. Am oe 


Toans, Engl 
Do.,, America 
Sheotings, English 
Do,, America 

Dyed Shirtinge 
Brooades & Sp. 8) tinge, Witte 
Dyed. 


ing 
Lautren, Plait 
Figue 





Lea 
Tron—Nail 





















































































Srocks ar DATR AE DASED ON 








Dacivenres. iuronrs, THe CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Riven, Date Tor San, 1878, 
ow. 
Forthe Week {From iat Juoy | For the Week. | resist dany,| tat date | Apaioat 
rc aaads Sete. "| Eatimated, rout Mar, 1877. 
Grey Shirtiogs 92,190 | 396,989 156,450 | 1,429,600 |~ 1,145,000 
Cloths ” 47,625 | 199,545 128,854] "851,800 | "579,900 
White S' i 92,410 | 65,637 84.977 | 213,000] 126,800 
Drills, English » 91839 | 2,109 66,415 | 170,000 ]) 159 g00 
Do,, Amer ” 12,038, 70,400 i 
joan, English 20,876 { 1031001) 65 a9 
heat ge, Englis 5,678 
Don Bimorcan aad Goatiscal is is.60 | 91,200 ]§ 42500 
Dyed Shirtings 4,818 3/900 2 
Brooades and Spotted Shirtings, Whit 1,632 4,400 7,600 
” ww Dyed, 512 10,300 1,200 
Damasks, Dyed 7,220 7,100 600 
Chine 22,891 60,700 20,100 







































* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Hesperia, Ulysses, Rutlandehire, Geelong, Commerce, Chocorua, Glamis Castle, Mikado, Ava, 
Lombardy, Ajax, Glenroy, Amazone, Khiva, Adolph, Anadyr, Ombe, several Coasters, and of sundsy Re-experts. 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Mancz 21, 1878. 


Axzrvaz,—(Not reported above)—Mareh 20th, British steamer Qlenfinlas, from London. 





Daranrory.—(Not reported above)—March 16th, British steamer Ajaz, for London. 


# Srzx, and about 150 tons of Tas. 








Exenaxox.—On London, Telegraphic Transfers, 5s, 434. Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight, 5s. 584. First-olaas Credits to Bank, a 5», 5fd, 
5a, B24. Private and Documentary, 5s. 5jd. 25s. 5§d. On Paris, Bank, 6.85; Private, 6.93. 6.94. On India—Bombay Bank, Re. 208 
@ 309}. Calcutta Bank, Rs. 3082309}. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 273 per cent, disct, Private, 15 days’ sight, 983. Bullion, 
Gold Bure, Peking, Shanghai Tle, 182.00 per bar of 10 Tis, Shanghai weight, Bar Silver, Shanghai Tis, 111.95 per 100 Tia, Canton weight, 
‘Moxiean dollars, Shanghai Tle, 72.75 per 100. Carolus, Shanghai Tis. 87.30 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,496 per taal. 








SHARES. 
‘Smanomas, Qlat March, 1878, 
H, & §, Bank,—Business has been very dull during tho week, Sales at 58 %, for lst carront, and at 69 %, for 30th Juno, are roported, 
Disquicting telegrams from Europe have checked business, Later news is lees warlike. 
‘China Coast 8, 1, Co.—Buyers offer $80 ex dividend. 
Shanghai Tug-Boat Association.—A number of shares bave changed hands at F110, at which there are bu; 
North-China Insurance Co., 1878.—Sales aro reported at 960. 
Yangteze Ineurance Association, —There are sellers at $625, 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., and China Fire Insurance Oo.—Theae stocks are quiet. 



































8. & H. Wharf Co—Oue or two lots have been sold at F114 ex dividend. 
= 
Posrrios ren Last Ruvowt. Cas Quotarioxs, 
SHARES. No. | Value, |Paid up. , 
Reserve, |A4 Working] Date, Closing. 
Bank, 

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking 

rorporation "| 40,000} 125 | 125 | $1,000,000) $11,284.72)31 Dee. 77 57 % prem, 

‘Steamer Companies i 





ShanghaiSteam Na 
m100} 220 {30 Dec. 76) 


%100 | F100 | 66,273.42) 211,979.42/31 Dee. 77] 


SMar. 78) 28 
5 Mar, 78) 80 ex dividend, 











Docks. 
Shanghai Dock Co, 440 | 7500} 500 | 29,100.00) 131 Dee. 77] 18Jan, 78) 212) 
Pootung Dock Co, 950} 100} 2100 ~ \21 Jan. 78) 85 
Gas. 
Shanghai Gas Co. 1,500} 100} 100 | 6,523.81] 28,917.74/31 Dec. 76) *6% |23Jan. 78) 143 
‘Compagnie du Gaz ‘500 | 100 | 3100} 4,515.76) 21,033.37/31 Dee. 77} 6% fil Feb.78) 142 








Insurance ( Marine. 
China Traders! Insurance Co., 




































































Limit “| 200 | $5,000 | $1,500 |$125,000.00} $85,073.06)30 pl. 77] 12% [61 July 77]3,300 
North-China Tus, Co., 1875/77 (257,900.42 2649, 980. 44190 June77 4 Reta ot pat] 2 Jan, 78) "350 
1878 | 1,000} 22,000} 600 oe 960 
.| "500 | $2,500 | ‘$500 | $210,500.00] $119,008.38131 Dec. 76] sever, 41,200 
1,200 | "#350 | 2350 [4240,000.00) {30 Sep. 76] £60 prabareli5 Jan. 78) ‘625 
1,500 | $1,000 | ‘$200 | $62,507.60] $60,969.24150 Dec. 76 6% | 1Jan. 78} 260 nominal. 
4 Iniurance ( Five.) 
Hongkong Fire In. Co., Limited] 9,000 | $1,000 | $200 | $632,302.00] $260,157.58|30 Dec. 77/4856.75 p.ab,|20 Feb. 78] 680 
China Fireln. Co. Limited =. 4000 | "$500 | $100 | $846,896.00) 145,719.72130 Dee. 77)" 412% (a1 Dee. 77] 170 
Miscellaneous. 

Shanghai & H’kew Whart 2,150 | 100 | 100 | 5,000.00} 557.91|30Deo. 76] *6% {15Mar.78) 120 
Shanghai Tug Boat Associa ‘900 | #100} 100 Sid E 119 

Loans. Amount of Loan. |, Nominal Value of [Rate of Interent.| When Payable, Closing. 

Shanghai Mon. Debontures—I E 28,700.00 100.00 8% 20th April & Slut Oct, | 104 Nominal, 

D 21,000.00 100.00 Fs 20th June & Blab Dee. | 100, 

® 42,800.00 100.00 % 20th June & ist Dee. | 105 5, 

rdinary Debentures... 17,000.00 F 25.00 - 300 Tune. Bw 

. Preference do. E 5,362.50 ¥ 37.50 +4 Bist Dee. 5 

Chinese Imperial Goveroment Loan 1874) £ 627,615 £ 100 8% 30th June & 1st Dee. | £104 |, 

Do. do. is77|__ £1,604,276 £100 8% 2ath Feb, & 3let Ang. | £101 ex iat. 
*Forhalf-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 








‘Waurues.—The weather has been bright and pleasant, and trees are showing symptoms of bursting into leaf. ‘The thermometer has 
} ranged from 39 to 62, 
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